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Legendary Green Bay Packers coach, Vince  
Lombardi, started training camp every season 
with a full team meeting.  While clutching a 
football in his hand, the revered coach would 

walk to the front of a room filled with seasoned veter-
ans, fresh rookies and coaching staff, all of whom were 
eager for a championship.  Lombardi would hold the 
ball high above his head and proclaim, “Gentlemen, 
this is a football.”  With that simple statement, the 
point was driven home that success depended upon be-
ing grounded in basics.

That is a powerful life lesson.  In our eagerness to 
accomplish great things for God, we pour our lives into 
worthy goals such as developing a vibrant church min-
istry, shaping the course of our children’s future, bring-
ing a moral influence to bear in our community and 
nation, or leaving behind a godly legacy.  As consumed 
as we are by lofty goals, we need someone to remind us 
success depends upon being grounded in basics; “Ladies 
and gentlemen, this is the Bible.”

Does it seem odd such a reminder would be neces-
sary since Bible sales in the United States top 25 million 
copies annually?  Unfortunately, the sheer volume of 
Bibles sold does not produce a corresponding increase 
in biblical literacy.  Surveys show over half of all regular 

church attendees read their Bibles once or twice per 
month, if at all.  Even more startling, from a survey of 
1,050 pastors, 72% admitted only studying the Bible 
when preparing sermons or lessons.

The Grace Gospel Fellowship affirms without hesi-
tation that the Bible is the timeless Word of God.  
By “timeless” we mean it is eternal, unchanging and as 
relevant today as when it was spoken by the Spirit of 
God.  Though we live in a time of uncertainty, insecuri-
ty and changing societal values, we find that Scripture is 
the certain Word of God and like its Author, “is firmly 
fixed in the heavens” (Ps 119:89).  Therefore, the Bible 
alone is the supreme and final authority for every aspect 
of faith and life.

During the coming year, the GGF will be empha-
sizing the authority of Scripture with reminders to 
“Read.Know.Live–The timeless Word of God.”  We 
want to encourage you to join us in refocusing on 
the Scriptures. Two Bible reading plans will be of-
fered–a journey through the New Testament in 2012 by 
reading a chapter per day, and a chronological guide 
through the entire Bible.  We will also reintroduce 
“The Foundational Fifty” Bible memory program, 
consisting of five Scripture portions on ten significant 

by Frosty Hansen, President of Grace Gospel Fellowship

See Basics, continued on page 2
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subjects; these will help you and others from your 
church meditate upon and assimilate God’s Word into 
your lives.

The timeless Word of God will also be the central 
focus of our two major conferences in 2012.  Informa-
tion will soon be available for both the Leadership 
Conference (April 17-19, Grand Rapids), and the 
Family Bible Conference (July 5-8, Seattle).  We hope 
you will avail yourself to these opportunities to be en-
couraged and taught from God’s Word.

Success depends upon being grounded in basics.  
No matter how much we market and apply the lat-

Basics, continued from page 1

est church growth techniques to ministry, such will 
wither like grass if not rooted in the Word of God.  
Our children’s futures are hopeless without the stabil-
ity of Scripture.  We have no moral influence to offer 
society, or godly legacy to leave if the Bible is not the 
foundation upon which we stand: 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.  
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making 
wise the simple.  The precepts of the Lord are 
right, giving joy to the heart.  The commands of 
the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.

Psalm 19:7-8

Gentlemen (and Ladies), this is the Bible; the timeless 
Word of God.
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by Kenneth B. Kemper 
President of Grace Bible College

 

SCENE I:

Saturday late morning at the Jones home in the back yard on 
a brisk autumn day in mid-November

Dad:  (Ron Jones, the father of a Christian Family) Good 
catch Jimmy.  You’re really starting to look just like the 
football players on TV! 
Jimmy:  (7-year-old little brother doing as told and wanting 
to please) Yeah, but when can I get a cool helmet and pads 
like they’ve got?
Dad:  Soon enough, bro.  Next year you’ll be old enough 
for Pop Warner with the other 8 and 9-year-olds, play real 
tackle football–that should be really fun, huh?  I remem-
ber playing when I was little.  Throw the ball here, Jimmy!   
Jimmy:  You must have been the biggest kid on the field….  
I would have hated to tackle you Dad and have you fall on 
me and break my head bone!  (Jimmy throws football to Dad.)
Dad:  Hey now, I was your size way back then.  Lots of 
kids were bigger than me; but I was tough; not so many 
soft, cushy spots like now.  Go long, Jimmy, and I’ll hit 
you in the end zone!
Jimmy:  Dad, I was thinking of being the kicker.  I love to 
kick!  Ever since playing soccer. And when I watch on TV, 

the kicker always seems to have a clean uniform and my 
favorite number,  number three!
Dad:  A kicker?  Those little guys who don’t like to tackle 
anyone unless absolutely necessary?  You’re James Ronald 
Jones, the latest in a long line of ‘never-say-die tough guys!’  
Go long, tough guy!
Jimmy:  (Turns and runs toward back corner of yard extend-
ing a hand to call for a long throw.  Jimmy imitates a sports 
announcer) “He breaks away from the defender and is all 
alone in the end zone….”
Dad:  (Playing along as an announcer and throwing football 
high and deep.)  “The QB spots Jones open and fires… 
touchdown!!”
Jimmy:  (Catching ball and going into his celebration.)  
The Beagles Win!
Dad:  Beagles?!  You mean Eagles.
Jimmy:  No, Beagles!  You know, like Snoopy on Charlie 
Brown.  Okay Dad, you hold and I’ll be the kicker now 
and make the extra point!
Mom:  (Marilyn Jones, the Mother and consummate Christian 
worker. Opens back door and calls out.)  Ron, Jimmy, I’ve 
got sandwiches and soup for lunch.  Come and get it!
Jimmy:  Mom, we’re about to kick the extra point.  I’m 
gonna be a kicker for the Beagles!
Mom:  Okay Jimmy, make that ‘other point thing’ and 
then you should have enough points to qualify for lunch, 

See Dinner, continued on page 4
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but hurry up, soup’s getting cold!
Jimmy:  (Tossing ball to Dad.)  Here, Dad.  You hold it, 
I’ll kick it past that bush.
Dad:  Just don’t hit the garage.  (Dad holds ball down on 
the point as Jimmy lines up.)  Ready?  (Dad goes back into 
his announcer voice)  “Jones lines up for the all-impor-
tant point after attempt….There’s the snap, the hold is 
down….”
Jimmy:  (Runs up and kicks it with all his might, but slips 
on kick.)  CRACK!!  (Glass shatters as a small garage win-
dow gives way to impact of football.)  Uh Oh!!
Dad:  That’s not good!  ‘Houston we’ve got a problem!’  
Mom: (Reappears in doorway.)  What was that?  Oh no… 
the window!
Dad:  Yeah, we also had an injury on the field, but thank 
goodness it wasn’t one of us players breaking–just a win-
dow!  We’ll put some plastic over it after lunch.
Mom: You guys!  Be more careful!  That’s going to cost some 
money–we may be talking about your allowance young man!
Jimmy:  But it was an accident.  Dad, maybe I won’t be-
come a kicker or a football player.  Does that really mean I 
won’t get my allowance, ‘cuz I promised Amanda a loan!  
Dad:  Don’t worry about it now.  Let’s get some lunch be-
fore it’s cold and we’ll fix it later.

They all go in for lunch and agree to take it up
later along with the repairs.

SCENE II:

The Jones family seated around the counter island off the 
kitchen grabbing a bite for lunch.

Mom:  I thought this cool fall day was perfect for grilled 
cheese sandwiches and hot tomato soup!  I know Amanda 
likes that!
Amanda:  (The 16-year-old daughter learning about grace.) 
Yes I do–thanks Mom, I like the dipping and eating!  What 
was that “crash” I heard coming down for lunch? It sounded 
like an accident!
Dad:  Ahhhh…yes it was, and the ‘extra point was no 
good!’
Jimmy:  (Breaking in) I kicked the football through the 
garage window–but I didn’t try to…it was an accident!
Mom:  Pray for lunch and then we can figure that all out.  
Amanda, would you?

Amanda:  Sure Mom. (They all instinctively reach to hold 
hands as they bow their heads.)  Dear Heavenly Father, 
thank you for this yummy lunch my mom made, and for 
beautiful fall colors outside on the trees.  Thank you for 
my family, even my little window breaking brother who’s 
in big trouble—maybe grounded or something—and help 
us have a great Harvest Dinner tomorrow night at church 
and all the work to prepare for that.  In Jesus name, amen.
Dad:  Thank you, Amanda.  Sounds like you’re ready for 
the Harvest Dinner.
Amanda:  I made yummy pumpkin bars last night–with a 
little help from Mom, but she wouldn’t let me eat any yet; 
so I’m planning on hiding some in the decorations on the 
dessert table, so most of them don’t get eaten and we can 
bring lots home!
Mom:   Amanda!  That is not why we made those–to eat 
them ourselves, but to share with others.  After all, it’s a 
Harvest Dinner, we all thank God for the many blessings 
He’s given us and we work to make things others will en-
joy.  See, when we work for others, God is pleased with us!
Jimmy:  (Mouth full of sandwich) Does that mean I can’t 
eat any of those pumpkin bars?  ‘Cuz I really like ‘em, too!
Dad:  Hey, don’t worry.  We can eat them, just not hide 
them–except on our plates at church and in our stomachs!
Mom:  Oh, I have to start my sweet potato casserole ev-
eryone practically begs me to make each year.  You know, 
the one with the marshmallows on top, Jimmy?  
Jimmy:  I just eat the marshmallows off—I don’t like the 
icky gooey orange stuff underneath!
Amanda:  Ha!  Jimmy, you are so honest it’s funny!
Dad:  Maybe you should leave it for the ‘more mature 
folks’ who eat the whole thing, Jimmy.
Mom:  ‘More mature’ huh?  Are you implying that my 
dish is for old folks?
Amanda:  (Chuckling as she jokes.)  Well Mom, you’ve got 
to admit, you don’t need teeth to eat it!
Dad:  But you won’t get the turkey down without teeth!  Oh, 
how I love the bird!  Marilyn, are we cooking one of the tur-
keys here at the house this year?  I’ll be available for testing!
Mom: We are.  I will be getting a 14 pound turkey ready 
this evening, it will go in the oven right when we get home 
from church tomorrow, to be ready by 4pm when we leave to 
do the final set up. (To Jimmy.)  Jimmy, don’t slurp your soup.
Dad:  That sounds delicious!
Mom:  Ron, we’ll need to pick up something to eat for 

Dinner, continued from page 3
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lunch on the way home from church.  I’ll have the oven 
and stove busy with stuff for the Harvest Dinner tomorrow 
night.
Dad:  Why eat at all, when we can starve ourselves to in-
crease our intake capacity for the Harvest Dinner?  We can 
call it fasting and earn points!
Amanda:  The youth pastor says we don’t earn points 
when we do acts of faith, but it does make us more grate-
ful for what God has given us by His grace!
Jimmy:  I’m not too sure I like the idea of ‘fasting.’ It 
makes my tummy hurt just thinking about it!
Mom:  We’ll get something from Burger King on the way 
home.  Who wants to go over to the church this afternoon 
and help put up decorations and tables and stuff?  We’re 
expecting a big crowd; close to 200 people this year!
Dad:  I think Jimmy’s got a window repair job in his fu-
ture, remember?
Amanda:  Are they gonna have people stand up and give 
testimonies of God’s goodness and what they are thankful 
for again?  I liked some of those last year.
Jimmy:  Some of those people went on and on about 
nothing and I had to go to the bathroom!
Mom: Yes, we will have a testimony time led by Pastor 
Mark.  I’ve asked them to warn everybody just before it 
starts so that they can get out and use the facilities first. 
Jimmy:  Futilities?  What I needed was a bathroom!
Dad:  We’ll announce that too, honey.  Some of those 
folks just like to get a microphone, so they can talk about 
themselves and what they’ve done this year!
Amanda:  Mom, you always do most of the work for the 
Harvest Dinner.  How many others do it and why do you 
always do it?
Mom:  Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Vander Til will be there, maybe 
a couple others.  They count on me, Amanda.  I think 
it’s important to serve the Lord, this is how I show Him I 
love him.  I wish more people in our church felt this way 
and helped out with more stuff.
Dad:  You certainly are active in our church.  They count 
on you, Marilyn, for so much.  What would happen with-
out you?
Amanda:  I know it’s good to serve, but you work so hard 
and seem stressed out.  I wonder if that is really how God 
wants us to serve Him.  Know what I mean?
Mom:  Well, if more people were more committed it 
wouldn’t be so stressful and hard!

Jimmy:   I know when I get frustrated, I just want to quit!  
But I like doing things I’m good at.
Mom:  And I like organizing, making sure everyone en-
joys themselves, and I think God is pleased when things 
are done right!
Amanda:  We’re studying ‘grace’ in our Bible Study actu-
ally, and there’s this quote: ‘Nothing you can do can make 
God love you more.’  That’s an awesome thought, but it 
kinda contradicts doing stuff to please God more. I’m still 
trying to figure this out, but I was thinking that is what 
I’m most thankful for; God’s grace!
Dad:  Powerful thought, and that’s what the Harvest 
Dinner is all about:  a time for us to realize that, in spite 
of ourselves and all of our best efforts, God still loves us 
unconditionally, whether we perform very well or whether 
we can’t do much at all.  He also loves us even when we 
mess up things.
Jimmy:  Like when we break a garage window?  I was 
thinking maybe I shouldn’t lose my allowance, you know– 
because of grace!
Amanda:  I like that Jimmy–let’s be a picture of grace 
with the window, Dad!
Dad:  I guess we can all look at that broken window for 
a while–put some plastic over it–and when we see it, be 
reminded we all fail and still get allowance: we can’t earn 
God’s favor or grace; He loves us unconditionally.
Mom:  (contemplatively)  I hate to admit this, but, Amanda, 
you’ve made me realize how much I do, hoping I can earn 
approval in the sight of others at church and maybe even 
here at home.  I guess if I’m honest, I do that with God, 
too.  I work so hard and in the back of my mind I picture 
God saying “Well done.”  When in reality, by His grace, 
He desires me to live in gratitude for what He has already 
done and not be so stressed to do stuff for Him.  Thanks 
for that reminder, Amanda.
Jimmy:   You’re still gonna make turkey, aren’t you Mom?  
Mom:  Yep.  Let’s get ready to celebrate His grace and 
many blessings!  Anyone want to go decorate the church 
later?
Dad:   After Jimmy and I get the “grace window” fixed 
we can go and scout out some great pumpkin bar hiding 
places!
The Jones family all laughs and purposes to serve in Grace for 

this year’s celebration.

The End
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Finding Purpose

Saul journeyed to Damascus with a purpose in 
mind: to slaughter and make waste to all who 
followed the Lord.  What he didn’t know was 
the road on which he traveled was the very 
road that would change his life forever…the 

day he met our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  It was 
there Saul made an about face, where he chose obedi-
ence, exchanging his will for the Lord’s will and pur-
pose.

On March 7, 2011, I began my journey to Tanzania, 
Africa, along with Pastor Jeff Seekins and his wife, 
Barb.  We left with a purpose: to be part of a Pastor’s 
Conference in which Jeff was the primary speaker; Barb 
was to speak at the women’s sessions; I was to speak at 
the men’s sessions.  The conference was the third week 
of the trip; we had the first two weeks to see firsthand 
the importance of missions and all Grace Ministries 
International (GMI) was doing for the furtherance of 
the message of Grace.  I have a renewed respect for 
those who dedicate their lives to missions.  It was their 
examples that brought me to a crossroad–my “road to 
Damascus”; I have experienced something personally, 
spiritually meaningful, I will never be the same.

Brook Seekins, Jeff and Barb’s daughter (how fitting 
it was to see her there), is somebody who has given 
many years of her life to missions and still works tire-
lessly spreading Grace, expressing daily her concern for 
the churches, the children and the community.  She 
was an intricate part of making the conference a huge 

success (and giving us all plenty to do).  We had op-
portunity to preach at village churches in Mumba and 
Jangwani. We saw the love the people had for the Lord; 
the men, women, all the beautiful children worshipping 
was very gratifying and humbling.

In the Tanzanian people of the Sumbawanga region 
I witnessed and experienced a people who are content, 
who love the Lord with a pure heart.  I saw dedicated 
children of God.  I saw a people who endured much 
pain for lack of healthcare yet without complaining.  I 
saw hardworking women who did everything for their 
families.

The national pastors know the Grace message, love 
the Grace message, are dedicated to this message.  
At the conference held at Grace Church of Majengo 
(Sumbawanga), where G.M. Mwanisawawa is pastor, 
on his office wall he still has a flyer of the church dedi-
cation from October of 1993... he is proud to be a part 
of this grace ministry.  

There were pastors at the conference who first 
learned of the message of Grace in the ’90s through 
Distant Education Correspondence and never knew there 
were others who knew this message in Tanzania.  These 
men traveled three days on the back of a truck with no 
food through all types of terrain to get to the confer-
ence.  How great it was to hear a brother in Christ tes-
tify of this and glorifying God because he was thankful 
for food during the conference physically, but most of 
all spiritually.  It was also gratifying to hear the pastors 

1011 Aldon St. SW, P.O. Box 9405, Grand Rapids, MI 49509; Phone: 616-241-5666, Fax: 616-538-0599; E-mail: gmi@gracem.org
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say of Pastor Jeff and me that these men of God speak 
pure Grace. 

Their dedication and commitment encouraged me 
to be like the Apostle Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  
That is, to be like a prisoner who has no say, I have been 
sentenced and have no choice but to surrender all my 
will to the will of my Lord, Jesus Christ.  Also, seeing 
the other missionaries and GMI staff (Mike and Lynn 
Caraway, for example, devoting their lives for the needs 
of others) compelled me to rededicate my life.  Their 
caring for those who needed healthcare and offering 
help to those in the orphanages was special.

Finding Sight
I also saw the extent to which GMI prepares pas-

tors and people for ministry and community service:  
there’s Tanzania Grace Bible Institute in Mumba; car-
pentry and sewing schools in the Rukwa Valley; Grace 
College teaching secretarial skills and hotel manage-
ment in Mbeya; in the villages there’s teaching how to 
grow crops God’s way and raising tilapia in fish ponds 
through Grace Community Development and Education 
(GCDE); and training farmers to take their sunflower 
seeds and press them for cooking oil. These are some 
of the behind-the-scenes ministries that I would have 
never known about had I not gone through this won-
derful experience.  For this reason I strongly believe a 
trip of this magnitude should be taken by all pastors 
afforded the opportunity.

Oftentimes, a pastor can lose sight of the reason he 
was called.  Paul tells us to “Preach the Word…” which 
is proclaiming Christ crucified and risen, and telling 
the world that salvation is by faith alone.  Instead 
of preaching this message of salvation many get side-
tracked, making their pulpits places to air political 
views and hidden agendas.  They preach prosperity 
and think the measures of success are a megachurch 
and financial gain.  Sometimes a shot of reality, like a 
missions trip, is desperately needed–to where life is 
a constant struggle and yet you’ll see children of the 
living God appreciate, honor, love, and glorify Him no 
matter what state they’re in.

Finding Damascus
It has been good medicine for me to be around 

those who are not afforded the luxuries we take for 
granted.  Through this experience, I saw the blatant and 
the subtle ways Satan blinds the minds of the lost and 
occupies the time of the saved.  But if our gospel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them.  

2 Corinthians 4:3-4, KJV

For pastors it is a great opportunity to refocus and iden-
tify the things that are disabling the body, as well as to 
ground us in humility.

I thank God for Dr. Sam Vinton, Jr., that through 
his trip to Preakness Bible Church in Wayne, NJ, two 
years ago, I heard him speak about GMI in Africa.  I 
told him of my desire to go to Africa.  Early the next 
year I went to the GGF leadership Conference at Grace 
Bible College and reiterated my desire. The follow-
ing December I received a call from Don Ten Hoeve 
who told me Dr. Vinton asked him to call and see if I 
still wanted to go.  The rest is history… so if opportu-
nity knocks, my advice to you, pastor or lay person, is 
step through that door and you might find yourself at a 
crossroad along your “road to Damascus.”

“Oftentimes, a pastor can lose sight 
of the reason he was called.  Paul tells us 

to “Preach the Word…” which is 
proclaiming Christ crucified and risen, 

and telling the world that salvation is by 
faith alone.  Instead of preaching this 

message of salvation many get sidetracked, 
making their pulpits places to air political 

views and hidden agendas.”
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Awareness

T here is an easily overlooked and infrequent-
ly quoted verse in one of Paul’s epistles.  
Nevertheless, it is there and should not be 
ignored.  He admonishes the local church 

of Galatia, “...as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all...” (Gal 6:10).  Maybe, if you are like me when an 
opportunity comes along, you offer God excuses like, 
“God, I’m really busy and just don’t have the time or re-
sources to help.”  Take people with needs; we can easily 
overlook them.  Nevertheless, there they are and they 
should not be ignored.  Are we availing ourselves of 
the God-appointed opportunities for helping, serving, 
loving, giving?  I want to share how God is working in 
a New Jersey community, how our church, Preakness 
Bible Church, has been able to partner with a great min-
istry and “love” on some folks in Wayne, NJ.

The last Sunday of August brought Hurricane Irene 
into our region.  Thankfully, it came through as a down-
graded hurricane–more like a tropical storm.  But Irene 
dumped another ten inches of rain on ground already 
saturated from a record rainfall that month.  Rivers 

were cresting at historic levels, which meant damag-
ing flood waters.  Homes and businesses were hard hit, 
some for the second time this season.  Our church had 
a burden for those whose lives were being affected, but 
what could we do?  

New Jersey’s earlier March flooding led Samari-
tan’s Purse to mobilize and bring in aid and assistance.  
Headed by Franklin Graham (Billy Graham’s son), one 
ministry branch of Samaritan’s Purse is disaster relief.  
This year alone they have assisted Japanese in the after-
math of an earthquake and tsunami; in areas such as 
Joplin, Missouri, North Carolina, Alabama, where they 
have given aid and comfort to those hit by tornadoes, as 
well as to others experiencing flooding across the north-
ern plains, in North Dakota.  Our church partnered 
with them in March and we were thrilled to hear they 
were coming back after Irene.  With Samaritan’s Purse 
we have had opportunity to be involved and serve in a 
tangible way.  

It seemed reasonable to me that this was God pro-
viding opportunity.  Preakness served as an unofficial 
home away from home for several of the Samaritan’s 

by Pastor Karl Records
Preakness Bible Church, Wayne, NJ
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Purse workers.  Their disaster relief teams are mostly 
volunteers.  They rely upon local churches who can as-
sist these men and women in our case coming in from 
North Carolina, Florida, Indiana, and Pennsylvania.  
We don’t have the facilities or resources (showers, large 
kitchen, parking lot for big trucks and trailers) that 
a larger church might have, but we have worked side 
by side with them and given of ourselves by providing 
suppers and enjoying sweet fellowship, Bible studies, 
emotional prayer times and worshipping God together.

Compassion
A biblical compassion towards others is not just 

saying, “Sorry you got flooded out.  I’ll pray for you.”  
Jesus had compassion on those around him and Paul 
tells us to “be kind and compassionate” (Eph 4:32, 
or “be kind and be passionate” as my 5-year-old has 
memorized it).  Working alongside Samaritan’s Purse 
has opened my eyes to how compassion has an experi-
ential element.  It means entering into homes of people 
who have lost everything and hauling out wet and 
damaged couches, electronics, kitchen tables, and beds.  
It means entering a trailer that is filled with stench and 

Partnering with a larger relief            
oriented ministry like Samaritan’s Purse 
can give a local church opportunity to 

serve in a tangible way. 

See Home, continued on page 14

removing all the contents to the curb.  Compassion is 
ripping out several feet of sheet rock and flooring from 
a water-damaged first floor.  It is taking out every nail 
in a wall so a homeowner is ready for their rebuild and 
getting their life back to normal.

We have worked on many homes in the community, 
including the home of a family from our own church.  
Each homeowner is so grateful and blessed by our help.  
Thanks go out to the GGF “family,” by the way,  for 
providing aid to church members in need through the 
GGF Relief Fund.  But honestly, I have been the one 
blessed.  I am blessed when men, women, boys and girls 
from our church want to get involved.  I am blessed by 
brothers and sisters from different churches and various 
states pulling together, united in Christ.  In the first 
seven days after Irene, our men from Preakness took 
time off from their jobs and, alongside the fine people 
from Samaritan’s Purse, logged many hours arduously 
working in damaged homes. Our ladies also labored 
lovingly in preparing meals and helping feed an army 
of volunteers.  I am blessed when God opens eyes and 
hearts and people see Christ by grace through faith.  
I am blessed upon seeing smiles of gratitude, not just 
for being helped with their temporal, earthly existence, 
but for being transformed from death into life, placed 
into the Kingdom of God and knowing of His eternal 
forgiveness and peace.

There are times I might feel empathy when I hear of 
a disaster happening somewhere, but it’s not personal.  
That all changes when a disaster comes into my “back-
yard.”  The flood victims become real people when that 
happens; it is Mrs. Johnson and her boys, living in a 
flood zone and losing everything because they couldn’t 
afford flood insurance; it is Joe and Brenda, their four 
kids, their 80-year-old neighbor and his wife–their 
homes heavily damaged and needing to be gutted.  
Tim and his wife also had their place damaged by 
water, but he’s unemployed and they were struggling 
even before the storm made matters worse. (I changed 
all the names, but the circumstances and events are real 
and developing even now.)  These families are not just 
statistics.  These are people who have lost so much, but 
people who have gained Christ because somebody had 
opportunity to do good.
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Game Time

If you’ve watched the PBS show Sesame Street you 
probably know the song Which of these things....  
Even if you haven’t, you’ve probably seen chil-
dren’s books with groups of nearly identical pic-
tures.  The goal is to find the one in a group that 

isn’t exactly like the others.  Let’s try that exercise with 
the Ten Commandments.

The 633 commandments of the Mosaic Law fall 
into three sections.  The Ordinances define Israel’s cer-
emonial life and give instructions on sacrifices, festivals, 
dietary restriction, etc.  The Judgments govern Israel’s 
civil life, identifying crimes and their respective pun-
ishments.  The Commandments, ten in number, give 
the moral code that forms the base for individual and 
corporate life.

The Ten Commandments appear in Exodus 20 and 
Deuteronomy 5 with minor variations in wording.  
The first four are vertical, laying out the essentials of a 
relationship with God, while the last six are horizontal, 

defining righteous relationships with others.  A study 
of these ten is well worth the effort and can teach us a 
lot about what God intended life to “look” like.  For 
example, what does it mean to honor one’s parents?  
Nothing in that commandment says it stops at a certain 
age, so how does an adult child obey this command?  
Do we as individuals (and does our society) conform to 
this moral precept?

But the commandment that causes the most con-
fusion is the fourth: “Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy.”  Some, called Sabbatarians, consider 
that as binding today as it was at Sinai.  Seventh Day 
Adventists are the best known Sabbatarians but many 
other groups also practice Sabbath observance.  Some 
consider Sunday the New Testament Sabbath and 
transfer the Mosaic regulations from the Old Testament 
Sabbath to Sunday.  This may lead to very strict rules 
about what a follower can and cannot do on a Sunday, 
as with the Protestant Reformed denomination.  Most 

by Pastor S. Craig MacDonald

Craig writes about how 

differently we all approach and 

in some cases even practice the 

Sabbath Commandment 

as compared to the 

other Commandments.
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mid-Acts dispensationalists view the fourth command-
ment as applying only to Israel under the Mosaic Law 
and not binding in this dispensation.  Which view is 
correct?  If we’re going to be like the Bereans we must 
search Scripture to see which view is biblical.  Are any 
of them?  To figure that out we’re going to have to take 
a closer look at what the Bible says and how it has been 
interpreted.

Looking Closely
In Exodus 20:8 we read that the Sabbath day is to 

be kept holy.  The Hebrew word translated holy, kadash, 
like its Greek equivalent hagios, means “set apart.”  
In verses 9-10 we’re told it should be set apart from 
work (Heb. melakah).  This is the same word used in 
Genesis 2:15 where Adam is put in the Garden of Eden 
“to work (melakah) it and take care of it.”  Thus, the 
Sabbath should be kept separate from the kind of work 
that characterizes the rest of the week, the efforts that 
sustain life and provide for food, clothing and shelter.  
In verse 11 God gives the basis for this command: it is 
rooted in the creative work of God.  Six days He was 
active creating but on the seventh day He rested.  
In fact, the Hebrew word Sabbath (shabbath) means “rest.”

We get an illustration of this command in Numbers 
15:32-36 where a man caught gathering wood on the 
Sabbath was, at God’s direction, stoned to death.  
This wasn’t because the firewood weighed a certain 
amount or was too far away from home.  Gathering 
firewood was part of a day’s chores, work that made up 
the normal routine of life in Israel.  That routine should 
be interrupted.  The people should break, should rest 
from that work on the Sabbath.

Another application of the fourth commandment 
came as God provided manna for Israel in the wilder-
ness (Ex 16).  On the sixth day each household was 
to gather twice the normal daily amount because God 
wouldn’t send any on the Sabbath.  They were not to 
gather (or to cook) on the Sabbath, the day of rest from 
the normal labors of life.

We should note at this point that the Sabbath had 
nothing to do with worship.  That’s why it’s found in 

the moral law and not in the ceremonial law.  The Sabbath 
command didn’t include any instructions on special 
sacrifices, prayers or gatherings at the Tabernacle.  It 
was not about worship, it was about rest from labor.  
This is made very clear when we note that Sabbath rest 
was binding not only on the Jews, but also on the aliens 
living among them (Ex 20:10), a group excluded from 
worship.  Even Israel’s animals (Dt 5:14) and fields 
(Ex 23:10-11) were to get a Sabbath, and they certainly 
couldn’t engage in acts of worship.  This false connec-
tion between the concept of Sabbath and worship is 
so ingrained in most Christians that they can hardly 
separate the two.  Say the word Sabbath and they think 
ceremonial worship by Israel in the Old Testament and 
worship in the church now.

This link is especially powerful within Covenant 
Theology, which uses an allegorical hermeneutic and 
thus sees a New Testament Church as an equivalent 
of Old Testament Israel.  Within Covenant Theology, 
Sunday is the new Sabbath and church attendance the 
new obedience.  The careful dispensationalist sees this 
as wrong on two counts.  The Body of Christ is separate 
and distinct from Israel and the Sabbath is about cessa-
tion from the routine of daily labors, not worship.

Taking Stock of What Is There
Once we understand that the Sabbath was not about 

any ceremonial activity, that its original purpose was to 
create a break from daily labors by mandating a rest, we 
can ask the question “Does the fourth commandment 
apply in this dispensation?”  Answering that requires 
noting a few other biblical facts.

First, the Sabbath predates the Mosaic Law, going all 
the way back to creation.  God certainly didn’t need a 
break from His labors.  During that first week God set 
the seventh day apart from the six to establish a pattern 
for mankind.  Like many other standards this gets codi-
fied in the Mosaic Law but didn’t originate there.  (You 
won’t find a prohibition against idolatry or the vain 
use of God’s name prior to the Ten Commandments 
but they were certainly always God’s will nonetheless.)   

See Things, continued on page 12
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That is, at least from creation through the Dispensa-
tion of Law, the separation of the Sabbath from the 
other days (“keeping it holy”) was horizontal in nature, 
extending through each of several dispensations: One 
day in seven should bring a cessation from the normal 
labors of life.

Another important truth emerges when we read the 
narrative in Mark 2:23-28.  Walking through a field the 
disciples picked some grain and ate it.  The Pharisees 
challenged Christ regarding this blatant violation of 
Sabbath law.  After reminding them of David’s eating 
of the consecrated bread in the Old Testament, Christ 
said “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath” (v. 27).  Man has a need for rest from 
the labors of life, a need he may not recognize within 
himself.  For that reason God made it a command, and 
that it stands alongside prohibitions against polytheism, 
idolatry and murder indicates how significant this need 
is.  He patterned it for us at creation and then made it 
one of only ten commandments.

Missing the Obvious
As they so often did with God’s instructions, the 

Jews loaded up the fourth commandment with an almost 
endless list of legalistic specifics. (Compare Mk 7:3-4 re. 
baptisms.)   To a first century Jew, as to many today, the 
Sabbath is primarily a list of do’s and don’ts, not a break 
from labor.  With his response to the Pharisees, Christ 
returned the Sabbath to its original intent–to insure 
man gets the break from the labors of life that his frailty 
requires.

It begins to appear that the Sabbath is like the other 
commandments.  Humanity hasn’t changed and the 
Sabbath was meant to meet one of our very basic needs.  
So why do most dispensationalists dismiss the fourth 
commandment, putting it alone into a category of 
instructions designed for Israel and no longer binding? 
Primarily because they also confuse the Sabbath with 
ceremonial observances.

But their reasoning also has to do with three pas-
sages in Paul’s letters that seem to override keeping the 

Sabbath holy, separate from the other six days.  The first 
of these is Romans 14:1-6, where Paul speaks about 
the freedom we have regarding the observance of days.  
Doesn’t that freedom, a dispensationalist will suggest, 
release us from the fourth commandment?

Paul uses the normal Greek word for day, hemera, 
not the Greek word for Sabbath (Sabbaton).  For this 
reason most commentators agree that what Paul has in 
mind here are the days specified within the ceremonial 
law for special religious observances, such as Passover 
and the Day of Atonement.  The context, with its refer-
ences to dietary laws, supports that conclusion.

The same is true in the second passage, Galatians 
4:10.  Rebuking the Galatians for sliding back into 
legalism he says “You are observing special days and 
months and seasons and years.”  Here again Paul uses 
the generic hemera, not Sabbaton.  And the context in-
dicates he’s referring to the Jewish ceremonial calendar 
with its schedule of observances.  The Sabbath is about 
a break from labor, not ceremonial practices.

The only place Paul refers to the Sabbath is 
Colossians 2:16-17, “Therefore do not let anyone judge 
you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a reli-
gious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  
These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the 
reality, however, is found in Christ.”

This instruction is surprising in that it’s the only 
place in the Bible that seems to link the Sabbath with 
Jewish ceremonial law.  As we’ve seen, the Sabbath is 
about rest from the routine of daily labors, not religious 
observances.  So why does Paul link them here?

“With his response to the                
Pharisees, Christ returned the Sabbath 

to its original intent–to insure man
gets the break from the labors of life 

that his frailty requires.”

Things, continued from page 12
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Several things should be noted.  First, the Colossian 
congregation was primarily Gentile (1:27, 2:13).  They 
were the targets of a heresy that carried Jewish ritualism 
to an extreme and also involved doctrines not found in 
the Old Testament, like the worship of angels (2:18).  
This heresy had a strong ascetic component (2:20-22) 
involving strict rules about self-denial based on “human 
teachings” (v. 22).  In other words, the heresy in the 
Colossian church was not based on the Mosaic Law.  
It reflected an extreme form of legalism that pulled 
from a wide variety of sources, including a corrupted 
Judaism and completely unbiblical teachings.  Which is 
to say, Paul here is not overriding the fourth command-
ment, he is denouncing a serious heresy that used 
elements of the Mosaic Law blended with ascetic teach-
ings to create a dangerous mix.  Whereas the Pharisees 
in the field had added legalistic rules in order to pre-
cisely define God’s command for a Sabbath rest, these 
heretics took it even further by loading the Sabbath 
with strict religious trappings involving self-denial. 
This legalism, which looks very similar to extreme 
Sabbatarianism today, is what Paul denounces.

Seeing Is Believing
If, then, the fourth commandment is as applicable 

to our lives as the other nine, how do we live that out 
in the 21st Century?  How do I keep the Sabbath holy?  
Issues like rotating shifts, jobs involving extended travel 
and Blackberrys raise legitimate questions.

The answer is found back in Mark 2:27, “The Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”  God 
knows our frailty and ordained that we should break 
from the routine of our labors.  Through creation he de-

creed that rest should come in a one-to-six ratio, and on 
this we should defer to His perfect wisdom.  I may get a 
sense of fulfillment out of working day after day; it may 
enhance my career in a competitive environment and 
provide helpful additional income.  But God knows my 
real needs better than I do and has said I need a break.

That doesn’t require sitting idly around the house.  
Judaism said the Sabbath couldn’t involve anything 
requiring even modest effort.  God said to break from 
the routine of the labor of life.  A vigorous bike ride 
might be more consistent with keeping the Sabbath 
than sitting behind my desk filling out reports.  It’s not 
my body that needs the Sabbath, it’s my spirit.

Because the Sabbath was made for man, any kind 
of legalism misses the point.  If a rotating shift means 
working on Saturday, any other day of the week can 
substitute.  And the true work emergency doesn’t pres-
ent a problem, either, just as eating grain in the field did 
not.  Again, God knows how we are formed, He knows 
our weaknesses (Ps 103:13-14) and has commanded 
that we rest.  Our natural inclination may be to press 
on but God says to stop.  Be refreshed.  You may have 
to plan ahead, as Israel did by gathering a double por-
tion of manna the day before the Sabbath, but a break 
is essential if you are to fulfill his design for your life.

Perhaps the best measure of the Sabbath’s continued 
relevance is to put it to the test.  Commit to ceasing 
from your normal labors one day in seven.  How you 
structure that day isn’t the important thing, it’s about 
the break.  Then listen to your spirit.  See if keeping 
the Sabbath holy, separate from work, doesn’t bring 
the benefits that only conformity to God’s design can 
deliver.

“I may get a sense of fulfillment out of working day after day; it may enhance my 
career in a competitive environment and provide helpful additional income.  But 

God knows my real needs better than I do and has said I need a break.”
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Prioritizing
To be “Pauline” in ministry means more than just 

acknowledging a mid-Acts genesis of the Church.  It 
is not just holding fast to sound doctrine.  Paul gives 
imperatives to the Body of Christ to have compassion 
on others.  We are created to do good works.  We are 
directed to put others first, and to think of others more 
highly than ourselves.  We need to act when opportu-
nities come our way.  It goes beyond thinking about 
others to actually helping others.     

I want to share three priorities that Samaritan’s 
Purse emphasizes in disaster relief, which I believe are 
reminders of how to live as Christians.  First, sharing 
Jesus Christ with others is the most important part of 
the overall effort.  If the work gets completed in one 
day, one week, a month, that’s fine, but the person 
comes first.  If the homeowner needs someone to listen 
or to talk to, then you stop what you are doing and 
spend time with them.  If you can’t finish the work 
they will send another team to do it.  Disaster relief 
with Samaritan’s Purse starts with care and compassion.  
Each homeowner is prayed with several times.  They are 
presented with a Bible containing encouraging notes from 
each team member that worked on their house.  Chaplains 

come and follow up after the work is completed and 
give invitations to trust in Christ.

The second principle is doing a thorough job. They 
want people to associate the name, Samaritan’s Purse, 
with quality work.  It reminds me of what Paul says 
in Colossians 3:17, “Whatever you do, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.”  We should be doing our best 
in whatever we do, bringing Him the glory.  Quality, 
excellent work reflects our Master!

The third principle is living out our faith by loving 
others.  Any disaster relief effort is an opportunity for 
expression of God-given love.  We are experiencing that 
at Preakness.  Paul quotes Jesus in Acts 20, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”  If taking out contami-
nated drywall is going to demonstrate the love of Christ 
then who wouldn’t want to lend a hand?   We are not 
giving transitory hope.  We are pointing needful people 
to the true hope found through faith in Jesus Christ.

Home, continued from page 9 There are times I might feel empathy 
when I hear of a disaster happen-

ing somewhere, but it’s not personal.      
That all changes when a disaster comes 

into my “backyard.”  
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by Ed Jeude                                                                           (All Scripture NASB unless otherwise noted)

As an aircraft design engineer, I had the 
opportunity to witness naval flight op-
erations firsthand aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Saratoga (CV 60).  Carrier 
flight operations are awesome!  Modern 

carriers using steam powered catapults can throw 62 thou-
sand pounds of airplane off the bow of the ship (as many 
as four within seconds of each other), and “trap” (cable 
arrestment) arriving aircraft the same time at the stern.  
To the novice, flight operations on a carrier looks like 
chaos, but to the trained eye they are a marvelous meld-
ing of machinery and manpower; an intricate, beautiful 
ballet to the sounds of hissing steam and roaring jet 
engines.  With deckhands and pilots flashing signals, the 
dance requires the positioning of aircraft and shuttles 
and blast shields and holdbacks and cables with perfect 
timing and precision.  It’s beautiful and yet dangerous.  
One hesitation, one tiny distraction, one misstep could 
have costly, even deadly repercussions.  Carrier flight 
operations cannot work if one aspect does not perform 
as expected.  There must be total trust and dependence 
in each part and each member.  Something that might 
appear to be the most insignificant piece of the whole 
has to work as designed one hundred percent of the 
time. 

Many aspects of carrier flight operations have ap-
plication to the Christian life.  Take a launch holdback 
mechanism, for example. Holdbacks are nothing re-
markable in and of themselves; chunks of metal, pa-
perweights.  But each has been refined by fire and had 
impurities removed so that it will perform to specifica-
tions at just the right time, because its unique function 
is crucial to the overall success of carrier flight opera-
tions: It literally holds back the catapult until all launch 
conditions are attained.  Likewise, not everyone aboard 
an aircraft carrier can be a pilot, but all hands are team 
members with necessary jobs–otherwise they wouldn’t 
be there.  “But now God has placed the members [of 
the Body of Christ], each one of them, in the body, just 
as He desired” (1 Cor 12:18).  Every Christian has a job 
on God’s team and every job is extremely important!  
God has taken each believer and purified him through 
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He 
has formed us and placed us exactly where we need to be in 
order to fulfill precisely His will and purpose (Eph 2:10).  

The pilot guides his aircraft into position following 
the exacting directions of his deck handler.  The nose 
gear launch bar is lowered on signal and engages in 
the shuttle, the blast deflector in the deck behind the 
aircraft rises to deflect engine exhaust, powerful steam 

See Carrier, continued on page 19
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Out of Balance

Growing up in the Church, I have had the 
opportunity to witness the behavior of 
many believers.  Sometimes those situa-
tions were less than ideal; at the loss of a 
parent or spouse, occasionally at the loss 

of a child; marital difficulty or difficulty with a child 
who had made, or was making, decisions that were 
less than ideal (which is always very hard for believing 
parents); conflicts between families within the church, 
and conflicts between believers and their non-believing 
neighbors or coworkers.  What I have learned is that 
hardship often brings to light the truth about one’s 
character and beliefs.

I have witnessed many who have traveled those dif-
ficult paths well, honoring God through their attitudes 
and actions.  But I have also watched others who have 
not.  When I think back to that “cloud of witnesses,” 
I often ask myself why?  Why the difference, why the 
disparity between what seems so obvious from Scripture 
and how believers choose to behave?  (In case you’re 
waiting, I don’t have many answers… just a lot of ques-
tions.)

The other day a young Christian asked me a very 
simple question: “What does it look like to live a bal-
anced Christian life?”  I think he was expecting a simple 
answer; I didn’t have one.  Maybe he was expecting me 
to give him a list of do’s and don’ts, simple principles to 
follow religiously; I have no such list and I don’t think 
there is one.  I told him that it would take me more 
than a few minutes to answer his question and would 
he mind if we got together at Starbucks for an iced tea 
(of course I would buy) so we could take our time to 
discuss his very thoughtful and vitally important ques-
tion.  I have yet to meet with him, but the following is 
what I would like to tell him.

Balance Requires Standing on All Fours 

There are four “big-ideas” that enable us to lead a 
balanced Christian life that will bring glory to God and 
produce enjoyment in our lives (according to 1 Tm 6:17 
that is God’s desire).  These four must be pursued in 
concert with one another; they do not and cannot stand 
alone, for they are the four foundational cornerstones of 
a God-honoring life.

by Pastor Scott Myers, Northwest Bible Church, Enumclaw, WA
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John 20:21, “As the Father has sent me, so I am sending 
you,” that she had been sent to where she was.  That is 
true of all of us regardless of our specific circumstances.

You are His missionary, given the message of rec-
onciliation, commissioned to live as an ambassador of 
grace (2 Cor 5:18-21) in your family, your extended 
family, your neighborhood, your school, your work-
place, your gym; wherever the Lord leads your feet to 
travel, you are a missionary on a mission of mercy to 
those in your context.  Like the apostle Paul, your pur-
pose is to bring glory to God by taking the message of 
Grace wherever you go and to whomever you connect 
with.

4. Spirit-filled Living.  What does it mean to be 
“Spirit-filled”?  Unfortunately because of some excesses 
within Christianity this idea gets bad press.  But accord-
ing to Ephesians 5:18, this simply means that we allow 
the Spirit of God to have control.  Reading from 1 Cor-
inthians 6:19-20 we are asked “Do you know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God?  You are not your 
own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore, honor God 
with your body.”  Living Spirit-filled is a command to 
obey the Word of God and the Spirit’s direction on a 
moment-by-moment basis.  We are to live utterly de-
pendent upon Him, aware of His continual presence, 
acknowledging His right to rule all aspects of our lives.

Now, please do not be confused by all the noise gen-
erated by the biblically illiterate few who do not “test 
everything” before holding on to the good (1 Thes 5:21; 
Acts 17:11).  But we must not “quench the Spirit” 
(1 Thes 5:19) by rejecting His active working in our 
lives and the lives of others.  Paul’s example should be 
sufficient evidence of this: “My message and my preach-
ing were not with wise and persuasive words, but with 
a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith 
might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power” 
(1 Cor 2:4-5).  We live most fulfilled when we live most 
dependent on the Spirit.

So what does the balanced Christian life look like?  
While it certainly is not limited to these four big-ideas, 
it is not balanced if it does not include them!

1. Biblical and Ethical Integrity.  The greatest need 
among us is biblical understanding; the vast majority 
of Christians simply do not know their Bible.  How 
can followers of Jesus make Christ-like decisions if they 
do not know His Word?  But the second aspect of this 
“big-idea” is that we must maintain ethical integrity 
by making decisions that are consistent with the Bible.  
When believers choose bitterness over forgiveness, when 
we condemn others rather than speak with grace, we 
choose to live out of balance with God’s Word.  When 
we justify our sinful attitudes and/or behaviors, we are 
lacking the integrity that the Word demands of us.

2. Complementary Relationships.  As members 
of the Body of Christ, we understand that we are all 
“one in Him” (Gal 3:28), that the differences caused by 
ethnic, gender, and socioeconomic barriers are gone in 
Christ Jesus.  Therefore we see value and worth in ev-
eryone regardless of how our world wishes to segregate 
us.  We value every member of His Body and we make 
no distinctions, show no favoritism based upon ability, 
skill, or giftedness (1 Cor 12:22-25).  And yet, to main-
tain biblical integrity, we recognize that there are certain 
roles God’s Word designates to be performed by men.  
This in no way devalues women; it actually protects 
them and allows them to flourish.

3. Missionally Focused.  As a young boy there was 
a song that was sung at Missionary Conferences at our 
church: “So Send I You.”  This song was written by 
Margaret Clarkson, a teacher in a gold-mining camp in 
northern Ontario.  She desired to be a missionary on a 
foreign field but came to realize upon reflecting on

“When believers choose bitterness
over forgiveness, when we condemn 
others rather than speak with grace,

we choose to live out of balance
with God’s Word.”
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Region I: Pacific Northwest
Scott Myers

None reported.

Region II: Southwest
Rob Warmouth & Chuck Williams

Region III: West
Steve Blackwell 

Region IV: Upper Midwest 
Mark Matychuk & Les Takkinen

Pastor Les Takkinen of Grace Bible 
Church, West Allis, WI, writes that fall 
has come and with it a new excitement as 
a number of ministries and Bible studies 
begin again.  Summer Greek classes also 
went very well (with the instructor learning 
more than the students).  But September 
marks the beginning of another year of 
Bible Discovery Hour (Sunday school) after 
a time of fellowship following the morn-
ing celebration service.  God has blessed 
us with a great group of teachers, willing, 
able and qualified to teach God’s Word to 
our kids.  Alongside of this ministry, we 
have our “Mr. Junior Church” man, Pastor 
Floyd Baker Jr., who has a special way of 
ministering to the youth during a morning 
message time.

forces try to move the shuttle forward 
but the holdback resists.  When all is 
ready (and no sooner), the catapult 
officer gives the pilot the full throttle 
command, engines “spool up,” the 
“OK to launch” is indicated by the 
“cat” officer touching the deck.  The 
catapult launch technician glances up 
the deck, then towards the stern, then 
pushes the launch button.  Shuttle 
forces jump to full capacity, and at the 
exact predetermined setting, the hold-
back snaps and launch is initiated.

Joseph was “held back” several 
years in a prison in Egypt as a part of 
God’s overall plan… until the right 
moment.  Moses was “held back” 80 
years before God signaled him from 
a burning bush.  The coming of our 
Savior was “held back” until “...the 
fullness of the time came, [when] God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law” (Gal 4:4).  Saul 
of Tarsus was “set apart, even from his 
mother’s womb,” and “persecuted the 
church” until in God’s time, he was 
“called by God’s grace...” (Gal 1:13-
15).  These are just a few examples 
from the pages of Scripture.  Think 
of all the people down through the 
centuries that God has purified and 
shaped and placed in just the right 
place and time to perform as He 
has purposed, all to His honor and 
glory.  Think about the Church, today.  
Think about yourself and others.  We 
should never think less of members of 
Christ’s body nor judge others lacking 
in any way, realizing that God has de-
signed each of us and set into motion 
His plan.  To the new or carnal believ-
er things may appear chaotic, but the 
trained eye sees an intricate, beautiful 
ballet of which we are all an integral 
part (Phil 2:3; 12-14). 

Carrier, continued from page 15

Associate Pastor Gary Hansen of 
Berean Bible Church in Shoreline, 
WA, along with Sr. Pastor Jim Shemaria, 
want to let the rest of us know that they 
are excited and already gearing up to host 
the 2012 Family Bible Conference from 
July 5-8 at their church.  This will be the 
first time that the conference will be held 
in the Northwest and “We can’t wait to 
welcome believers from around the country 
to our region. July tends to be one of the 
most beautiful times of the year in Seattle, 
making it a great opportunity to enjoy the 
beauty of the area while meeting, worship-
ing and growing with others in our fellow-
ship. We hope to see you in July!”

The Ladies begin their ROSE ministry 
(Reflecting Our Savior’s Example), which 
meets on a quarterly basis.  The program 
encourages a woman’s spiritual growth 
through the study of the Word and build-
ing relationships.  They will also have a 
monthly Womens’ Bible Study using a Jen-
nifer Rothchild DVD series, Fingerprints of 
God.

The men will share a breakfast once a 
month, after their retreat at Northern Grace 
Youth Camp in September.  A Bible study 
for men and women once a month will be 
offered on a Wednesday and a Saturday, 
going through the book of James.

Plans are being made to begin the One 
Book One Body reading through the Bible 
concept beginning January 1, 2012.  This 
will be for both adults and children, with 
the pastors preaching out of one of the 
chapters that was read from the previous 
week.

None reported
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Region VI: Southeast
Phil Cereghino

Region VII: East
Cal Lowder

Dr. Anthony Sistelos of TBS Ministries 
has accepted the position of president, St 
Louis Theological Seminary.  While his TBS 
offers Bible and continuing education courses 
at a foundational or certificate level, the 
seminary offers courses at a master’s level.  
Both organizations make use of an online 
learning format.  Credits are transferrable.  
St Louis Theological Seminary continues to 
grow and draw students from around the 
world.  Currently they have more than 80 
students. 

Victory Lane Grace Bible 
Church near Livonia, MO, hosted a 
volunteer construction crew of 100 for two 

Pastor Jim Healan of Greystone 
Bible Church in Mobile, AL, writes 
they had their annual Mobile Bay Grace 
Churches Picnic on Saturday, September 24, 
with good food and a wonderful time of 
fellowship.  All combined, about 80 turned 
out from Grace Bible Church, Mobile; Grace 
Bible Church, Fairhope; Greystone, Mobile; 
and Forest Park Bible Church, Mobile.  The 
2011 Joint Missions Conference will be held 
November 2-6, featuring missionaries Joel 
and Darcy Molina (GMI-Zambia); Jeremy 
Clark (GMI-Costa Rica); Joe Campos 
(Director, Prison Mission Association); Ben 
Anderson (President, TCM).  The confer-
ence will end on Sunday Night with a joint 
Missions Fellowship/Potluck Dinner.  

Breaking news, Forest Park Bible 
Church has called a new Senior Pastor.  
Jim and Missy Tollar (formerly with TCM-
Kenya) will arrive in Mobile with their 
family sometime in the middle of October 
to begin their ministry with Forest Park.

A note for the future:  They tentatively 
have Les Feldick scheduled for their Joint 
Spring Bible Conference–end of March 2012.  
All are welcome for this event.

 Jim would love to have a Region 6 Pas-
tors’ Retreat–2 day (one night) somewhere 
near Tallahassee during 2013 for Grace 
pastors, church leaders and their wives.  A 
time to get away, relax and be encouraged 
to keep proclaiming the message of God’s 
Grace. Years ago as a “newbe” pastor in Sa-
vannah, GA (late 1980’s), Jim recalls having 
a yearly pastors’ get-together in the spring 
and a Bible Conference at Thanksgiv-
ing.  The late Larry Riemersma, pastoring 
in Pinellas Park would faithfully organize 
these events.  Jim and Susan are suggesting 
that the tradition could be reinstituted with 
something in the Tallahassee area.  Please 
contact Jim if you are interested.

Also reporting from Grace Bible 
Church, Fairhope, Pastor Dan’s wife, 
Cindy Lippincott writes that in January, 
John Spooner and the Grace Singers from 
Grace Bible College challenged them with a 
spirited musical message and a message from 
the Word of God by senior, Zack Kemper.

Thirty-five ladies attended a women’s 
conference in February with Sharon 

Valley Bible Church in Stephens 
City, VA has several activities of note that 
began in September.  This is the second 
year we have sponsored a CEF Good News 
Club in one of the local elementary schools.  
The school administration has been very 
helpful working with our staff.  We began 
with 44 children for our first meeting.  The 
fact that the parents must come at 5pm to 
pick up their children at the school, even 
those that would normally ride the bus, has 
encouraged us greatly.   Several children were 
saved last year.  This has become a special 
outreach since we have several families com-

Region V: Lower Midwest 
Ed Jeude

weeks while they conducted a VBS and 
worked on a nearby church building.  They 
also fixed several Victory Lane Camp electrical 
and plumbing problems.  This was a good 
test for the recently purchased facility.  The 
camp then hosted Cowboy Lee’s Cowboy 
Adventure Camp for two weeks, which 
was a youth camp and then a family Bible 
conference.  Victory Lane prays this facility 
will be used by many for retreats and sum-
mer Bible camps.  For info contact Neil 
Schnaath, 660.355.4859.

St Louis Bible Fellowship will be 
enjoying a great day of celebration October 
16, as they observe their church building’s 
100th anniversary and the 75th anniversary 
of the congregation.  October also marks 
Rick Owsley’s 15th anniversary as pastor.  
Finally, the Message of Grace radio program 
has been expanded to four radio stations in 
Mobile, AL, Omaha, NE, Alexandria, VA, 
and York, PA.

VanHouten sharing her series “On Eagles’ 
Wings.”  To conclude the weekend, Sharon 
and husband Adrian ministered in song.

The Fairhope church hosted a weekend 
regional conference in March with the Finck 
family.  Joel Finck, his wife and children 
presented the gospel through Bible exegesis 
musical ministry.  In May, Marcia Harris 
spoke for the ministry of the Voice of the 
Martyrs, sharing opportunities for individu-
als to support believers around the world 
who are under persecution.

Robert Nix, new president of the 
Berean Bible Institute, paid a visit in spring 
and presented the direction and ministry 
of the school, its progress and future plans.  
Special events during the summer included 
a Home School graduation ceremony, a col-
lege graduation celebration, a baby dedica-
tion and a farewell party for Bill and Kay 
Russell who relocated to Michigan.  Also 
during the summer months, The Mystery 
by Joel Finck, sparked good discussion in 
a 13-week Sunday evening series.  Nathan 
Lippincott Wednesday nights led a study 
on Romans, and two movie nights pro-
vided outreach to the community.  Their 
international ministry to foreign students 
continues with students from China and 
Thailand.

Continued middle of column 2 of page 21
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Region VIII: Ohio
Trent Boedicker

Region X: Central Michigan
John Lowder

Some exciting things have been hap-
pening at Frontline Bible Church in 
Byron Center, MI.  God brought to our 
church a lady who works at a temporary 
employment agency, and she came to us 
with a vision of hosting a job fair for our 
community.  The Grand Rapids area has 
been pretty hard hit by unemployment 
issues, so this was a way for us to live out 
one of our values–we care for our commu-
nity.  Fifteen employers set up booths and 
over 300 prospective employees attended.  
What a joy it was to hear from employee 
and employer alike how grateful they were 
for a church to do something like this.

Our next big challenge is to build a 
new home for a family in desperate need of 
housing.  A little over a year ago a 41-year-old 
man from our church died, leaving behind 
a wife and three young children.  This 

young man had planned to fix this home 
up since it had been in his family for many 
years.  After his death we toured the home 
and found it to be full of black mold and 
structural problems, and then just last week 
a chimney fire led to the house burning 
down.  Rush Creek Bible Church has part-
nered with us in this endeavor to provide 
them a new house and it has been amazing 
to see how God has provided.  I am hopeful 
that by the time the next TRUTH Maga-
zine comes out this family will be enjoying 
their new home.

Rush Creek Bible Church, also 
in Byron Center, is thankful for a good start 
to our fall ministries!  The Youth Ministries 
are moving forward and growing as Terrah 
Befus, Youth Ministry Associate works with 
an able team of youth leaders, who are 
committed to the growth of teens as part 
of a ministry of the church.  The fall kickoff 
retreats for Senior High and then for Junior 
High were a huge success.

Drop Zone, our after school ministry lead 
by Dan and Karen Neymeiyer, is already 
“bursting the seams” with 95 students after 
the first week of ministry.  Please pray for 
the salvation of students and a growing 
body of volunteers.

Cameron Townley has just been ap-
proved as Pastoral Intern at Rush Creek.  
He is a graduate of GBC and a student at 
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary.  We are 
excited that this will be a special year of learn-
ing and mutual ministry for Cameron.

With the planned retirement of Pastor 
Gary no later than June, 2013 (note cor-
rection from the previous issue of Truth), a 
search for a new senior pastor is underway 
with a good deal of prayer on the part of 
the congregation and leadership.  During 
October, a search for a full-time ministry 
partner, to work in the Youth ministry 
alongside Terrah Befus, began.  The church 
is excited to see what God will do!

ing to church as a result.  The other special 
event that will be taking place this fall is the 
hosting of a Dave Ramsey, Financial Peace 
University.  We have 21 families signed up 
to take the 13-week course.  Our CBC is 
off to a great start with over 30 children 
the first night.  We have promoted the 
film, Courageous, and were excited to have 
almost 50 men at a Courageous Breakfast on 
September 24.  We have been challenging 
our men to be men of courage in leading 
their homes.

Continued from top right of page 20

Community Bible Church 
had another award winning float in Tipp 
City’s Mum Festival.  We passed out candy, 
church information and the gospel mes-
sage on a magnet.  We began a Doctrinal 
Distinctions Discussion (3-D), a periodic 
Q & A  gathering focusing on a topic, like 
baptism.  The 3-D gathering provides a 
nonthreatening environment to ask ques-
tions and search the Scriptures for answers.  
Other upcoming activities include a night 
of thanks with a meal, singing and testimo-
nies right before Thanksgiving.  The choir 
is working on special Christmas music to 
minister to the body.

Grace Gospel Church in Ada, 
OH, is gearing up for fall.  Coached by 
Christ children’s club and Church Youth 
Group held their first meetings October 5.  In 
September, the church enjoyed a potluck 
dinner and a time of fellowship.  We will 
have another fellowship event on October 
29, when we gather around the campfire to 
roast hot dogs and marshmallows.

Grace Community Church in 
Grafton, OH, started a prayer gathering 
time August 11.  There’s no agenda; nobody 
comes with prayer lists; but everybody 
comes expecting God to show up.  We 
are praying from our hearts, seeking His 
heart and His will for us individually 
and for the GCC congregation, seeking 
what Father God desires.  We are praying, 
waiting, listening for Him to share with 
us what direction He desires GCC to take 
for His glory.  The Lord is working in the 
lives of those attending.  We are being 
blessed.  May the Lord honor our being in 
His sight for His glory and purposes.  If 
you are in the area, you are welcome to join 
us in this most marvelous time of seeking 
His face, being in His presence and enjoying 
this Divine appointment before Him.

Region IX: Western Michigan
Kathy Molenkamp

None reported

And finally, the sixth annual OATH 
buffet was October 1 (Orphans Awaiting 
Their Homes) with Robert Lutz, adoptive 
father and pastor as guest speaker. Fifteen 
applications for adoption assistance have 
recently come in to OATH and gifts have 
been sent to several families within the past 
few weeks.  To date, over $50,000 has been 
distributed to adoptive families to bring 
over 75 children into loving homes.     

Continued from bottom right of page 20
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As we enter that wonderful time of year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, all of us at GGF extend a 
heartfelt ‘thank you’ for your continued support of this ministry. Remember to mark your calendars and 

start planning for the 2012 Family Bible Conference.  Merry Christmas.


