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by Zechariah Kemper
Intern to Grace Gospel Fellowship
“It is in the small challenges that we most quickly develop an attitude of complacency and get
deprived of opportunities for growth.”

A

The Switch Is On

couple months back, my wife Erin and I were
comfortably sitting in church. The congregation
had just finished a time of greeting–we were asked
to stand up and greet the people near us. During
this time I often shake hands and jokingly “reintroduce” myself
to the people I already know. As the pastor began his sermon,
he reminded us of our time of greeting and also joked about
shaking hands with the same people week after week. He then
challenged us by saying, “If that is you too, move!”
I smiled as I thought switching seats weekly was a good
idea–to keep people from getting too comfortable. Then it
dawned on me, I had been sitting in the same seat for the past
five years! I began reasoning with myself: I have learned well in
this seat; there were no distracting people around me to keep
me from hearing the message; I liked the way the worship team
looked from here. Besides, it wasn’t like I was emotionally attached to my seat, it just worked well for me.
The more I thought about it, however, the more I realized the fact that I had built such a solid argument–for why I
shouldn’t move seats–was the very proof that I needed to switch
seats. After the service I asked Erin what she thought about the
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challenge to change seats. As someone more open to change,
Erin thought a new seat location every week could be fun.
The next Sunday we put our plan into action. After sitting
down, Erin had a nice little chat with the lady behind us until
the service began. Apparently the person whose seat I had just
“commandeered” sings better than I do because, as I sang,
I noticed the person in front of me trying to politely glance
back. I could tell he really wanted to turn around and see who
was singing off tune, but he fought the urge. When the service
was over, Erin and I had a new group of people with whom to
converse. I joked with the guy in front of me about my singing,
and I talked with another guy about his beard on our way out.
It was a good experience.
The result of the challenge proved more valuable than
Erin or I first expected, so we decided we should switch seats
every week. Why not? Since Erin and I began to change seats
from week to week, we are interacting with different people
more than before. In hindsight, I can now conclude that I had
grown comfortable and complacent about my seat choice in
church.
Continued on page 2

“How often do we miss the little challenges because we do not see their significance?”
Continued from page 1

It may seem that a seat choice is a minor issue of little
importance, but challenges come in many different sizes. Some
are daunting and can hardly go unnoticed; others are so small
that we must be incredibly “in tune” in order to identify them.
But the size of a challenge is not in direct correlation to the
importance of a challenge, and complacency is every bit as
much about missing the little challenges as it is about avoiding
the big challenges. It is in the small challenges that we most
quickly develop an attitude of complacency and get deprived of
opportunities for growth.

Don’t Get Comfortable
Peter, James, and John were at the garden of Gethsemane
one fateful evening. Jesus asked them to keep watch with him,
but repeatedly, “When he came back, he again found them
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy” (Mt 26:43). The fact
that the task seemed so insignificant may have greatly contributed
to the disciples’ inability to follow through until the end. If
the disciples had known the magnitude of the events that were
soon to unfold, I have little doubt that they would have stayed
awake. But the disciples didn’t know until later the importance
of the small challenge Jesus gave them that night. They were
complacent around the Christ!
How often do we miss the little challenges because we
do not see their significance? When I ran in 5K and 10K races, I
was told by my coaches that I needed to remind myself with each
stride to keep running hard. If I would start thinking about
other things my pace would gradually decline. There were some
races where my pace went up and down a few times just because
I kept losing focus. Somewhere along the way I got comfortable
and forgot to focus on the next stride, I wasn’t “in tune,” I became
complacent.
Comfort and complacency go together. We can counter
their negative effect upon our growth when we step out and
experience discomfort.
In the case of Israel, by design they needed to trust God
daily for survival in the wilderness. God countered Israel’s
complacency and brought about growth through discomfort–
leading up to entry into the Promised Land.
For forty years the people would come out of their tents
to find their day’s nutrition provided by God. They were to
collect enough food to eat for one day. They had to trust that
God would provide for tomorrow. If a person tried to collect
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more–to be safe, just in case God didn’t provide manna the
next morning–then God would fill the stored up manna with
maggots. The people were forced to trust God daily as their
sole provider. But soon–upon entering the land–this particular
discomfort forcing them to trust God would no longer be in
play. From that day forward, they would have to choose to trust
God.
Moses warned Israel that the temptation of complacency
was soon to arrive along with the abundant blessings of the
Promised Land, “...when you eat and are satisfied, when you
build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and
flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you
have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you
will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt,
out of the land of slavery” (Dt 8:12-14). Yet, the nation did not
heed Moses’ warning. Instead, they became comfortable and
complacent in their prosperity and ceased to trust God.

Instead, Get Uncomfortable
Discomfort is a key element for facing challenges and avoiding complacency. I was deeply impressed as I read 2 Corinthians
(in last year’s GGF Chronological Reading Plan) at the level of
discomfort in Paul’s life. In an attempt to reestablish credibility over the “super-apostles,” Paul describes his sufferings
in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. Paul had worked harder, been
imprisoned more frequently, been flogged more severely, lashed
five times, beaten with rods three times, stoned one time, shipwrecked three times, spent a night and day in the sea, and been
constantly on the move. He also experienced danger from rivers, from bandits, from Jews, from Gentiles; danger in the city;
danger in the open country; danger from false Christians. He
labored and toiled; often went without sleep; he knew hunger
and thirst, and often went without food; at times he had been
cold and naked. Paul adds also, “I face daily the pressure of my
concern for all the churches” (2 Cor 11:28). I would think that
a man who had experienced all those sufferings would love a
break from all of this discomfort. Yet in 1 Corinthians 9, we
find Paul even giving up the comfort of his freedoms to further
serve others. We read in 1 Thessalonians 2:9 that, although he
could have made his living from the preaching the gospel, he
chose to work night and day. Paul is a man who actually chose
discomfort for the sake of the gospel.

What about Us?
Are we willing to choose discomfort? It is so important
that we continue to seek out uncomfortable situations, because
that is how God will stretch and grow us. It would be overwhelming to look at the whole scope of ways that we should
Continued on page 3

“It could be that, like me, you feel that you are
too comfortable at church.”
Continued from page 2

choose discomfort, so let’s begin with three small areas of life
where we may have become comfortable and complacent.
Many of us have become comfortable with our devotions. We have a place, a time, and a reading plan. This system
may have been instrumental in developing the habit for daily
devotions, but now that same system could cause our minds
to disengage as our eyes travel across the page. Sometimes we
catch our minds disengaged and go back to reread passage, but
other times we move on due to time constraints or some other
excuse. Yet, it is the inspired Word of God! We need to engage
our minds and not become comfortable. Something as simple
as changing reading plans, reading times, reading locations, a
different Bible, or a different translation can help engage our
minds.
Maybe we have become comfortable in our prayers, like
an opening sentence in every prayer that comes out of the

From Frosty Hansen, President of the GGF:
It’s no surprise that Zach Kemper would accept a challenge to step out of his comfort zone to allow God to stretch
his faith and increase opportunities for service. Zach is a young
man whose passion to be used by Christ is equally evident
whether standing behind the pulpit, sharing the gospel with
strangers at the mall, or ministering to first through third
graders during the Wednesday night children’s club.

mouth, but rarely out of the heart. Other times we run out
of “stuff” to pray about and fall back to routine requests and
praises. Wait a minute! We’ve become too comfortable with
our prayers. Let’s switch it up and write out some prayers, keep
a prayer journal or pause a few minutes before beginning a
prayer. Let’s keep those prayers fresh and engaged... in tune.
It could be that, like me, you feel that you are too comfortable at church. Maybe you also find that you talk to the
same people every week. You might try the same challenge
I was given and switch seats on a weekly basis. Imagine the
people you would meet, the different voices you would hear,
and the new perspective you would see by something as simple
as changing seats.
Let’s not be complacent. Let’s instead, get uncomfortable.
Let’s identify and embrace even the small challenges, for it’s
in the small challenges that we battle complacency. God often
uses our discomfort today to grow us for the future, or, like
the Apostle Paul, God can use our discomfort today to change
someone else’s eternal future. We will not look back on our
discomfort and wish that we had chosen an easier path. Let’s
choose discomfort and grow. I think I see an open seat.

presence on the internet through social media sites, represented
the GGF in churches, worked with various committees and produced promotional material and the Foundational Fifty Bible
memory program. Zach has also served as a good connection
between the GGF and current ministry students at GBC.
We are thankful Zach has “taken a seat” with the GGF
for the next few months, but are aware that the Lord will continue to stretch him with new challenges in ministry. Please
pray for Zach and Erin as they continue to seek His leading for
future avenues of service for Christ.

Zach graduated Grace Bible College last April, receiving a
Bachelor of Theology degree with a pastoral ministry emphasis.
After he and Erin (Benton) married last August, the couple
returned to Grand Rapids for Erin to finish her final year at
GBC. With the pastorate temporarily placed on hold until this
spring, Zach saw his work in the parts department of a trucking
company as an opportunity to serve Christ.
The Lord opened a new seat for Zach in October when the
GGF National Council approved the formation of an Intern
position in support of the President. This new role is designed
to be a mentoring relationship through which the Intern will
assist in the day-to-day operations of the GGF as an assistant to
the President and Office Administrator. Zach was an ideal first
candidate for the position.
Zach has performed a variety of tasks to enhance our ministry during his first months as GGF Intern. He increased our
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Pictured above: Zach Kemper (l) and Frosty Hansen (r).

WHERE WAS GOD ON DECEMBER 14, 2012?

“Our leaders, our nation, all of us collectively hesitate when
the time comes to identify the true problem....”

by Kenneth B. Kemper
President of Grace Bible College

F

An Event That Gave Us Pause

rom the moment the news outlets began broadcasting
the tragic details about the massacre at Sandy Hook
Elementary School, hearts around the country were
torn by anguish. In the days that followed, Americans learned of an emotionally disturbed twenty-year-old man
(Adam Lanza) who violently took his mother’s life early the
morning of December 14. He then proceeded to Sandy Hook
where he fired over one hundred rounds killing twenty children, six- to seven-year-olds, and six staff who heroically tried
to protect them.
The thought of a parent–getting a phone call; of hearing a news alert on the radio or TV; of rushing to that scene
to learn whether their little child was among those randomly
murdered–was absolutely gut wrenching for all of us. What an
awful tragedy for the little suburb of Newtown, CT, which had
seen only one homicide in the last ten years.
Media coverage had local and national psychologists
opine on how this could happen. Other experts covered the
response of the community in general and of the involved families more specifically. They reconstructed the events to show
us how the 400 remaining children had survived. Reporters
from several news bureaus with their remote broadcasting vans
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converged on the little town of Newtown. For a solid week they
showed us how townspeople were gathering in strategic locations–churches, school auditoriums, parks, and elsewhere–to
pray and support those who were hurting.
On any given Sunday, seventy to eighty-five percent of
New Englanders do not typically attend church anywhere. But
out of nowhere, most gathered to seek out God in response to
the massacre. Even the President who is not generally comfortable with “Christian Prayer” or including “God” in his politics,
called upon God for comfort in the days that followed. He
asked Americans to pray, and personally traveled to Newtown.
President Obama began his address with words of comfort by
reading a Bible passage from 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:4, about the
eternal versus the temporal and life after death.
Yes, the response of the community and the nation in the
aftermath of tragedy was to turn to God! However, even as we
turn to God, there are many who say these events prove the
absence of God and the purposelessness of life. They say things
like, “If there is a God, why would He allow such a thing?” or,
“Where was God on December 14, 2012, when all those little
helpless children were cruelly murdered?”

The Pervasive Presence and Devastating Effects of Sin

All Encompassing Holistic Faith: Not Just a Sunday Thing

Horrible events like this upset the routine of our lives
exposing us briefly to just how all-engulfing and pervasive
sin is with the attendant evil that destroys people’s lives and
their communities. Most Americans are often sheltered from
the harsh realities of evil, which is prevalent and perpetrating
unspeakable atrocities daily around the world. We live in nice
homes and feel secure and observe and react from a distance to
the horror of a Sandy Hook, or the recent movie theatre killings
in Colorado, or a temple shooting in Wisconsin, or atrocities
elsewhere. We shake our heads–never dwelling for too long on
how insidiously and completely destructive sin’s influence has
been (and continues to be) upon all cultures and societies.

When social scientists and politicians attempt to explain
away “spiritual beliefs” and the expressions of spirituality as
being very personal (almost embarrassing), individualistic, and
private (messy), it logically follows that they will regulate God
and “faith talk” to appropriate times and places. Such experts
always expose their gross ignorance about God, the Creator of
man, and that He reveals to us in His Word what we are like.
Scripture affirms that man is foremost a spiritual being with a
physical body–necessary for his existence temporarily on this
planet–totally improper for the long haul and exchanged for
something else eternally thereafter (2 Cor 4:16-18; 5:1-10). Furthermore, this temporary physical stage will assuredly yield to
the more permanent spiritual form of life after death, at which
time all things will be set straight by the Eternal Judge who
rewards faith in Him, and also allows unbelieving disobedient
mankind to inherit their chosen eternal condition.

Countless lives are damaged through divorce, abuse,
neglect, bullying, sexual misbehavior, and continuous human
malfunction due to the presence of sin in our lives. Turning
to 1 John 5:19, we know “that we are children of God, and
that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” That
means no one is ever exempt (from the impact of sin and evil),
and yet we (believers and non-believers alike) seem surprised by
horrific images, like those from Sandy Hook.
If our culture is experiencing the repercussions of a sinful
nature–as those of us with a Christian worldview would argue–
then nobody, especially Christians, should ever be surprised by
our culture’s casual attitude towards the rising influence of evil,
evident in the legalization of immorality and depravity through
numerous political venues. Homosexual marriage, legalized
marijuana use, taking of unborn life, continual attacks on
Christian institutions and their teachings are all easy and obvious signs of an increasingly secular and anti-Christian culture.
And for those who appreciate irony… advocates have campaigned to remove crosses and crèches from public places, they
have successfully denied prayer and Bible clubs at government
run schools and facilities–citing falsely a Constitutional separation of church and state clause (primarily for any demonstrative
Christian activity). (Can you recall the many commencement
speakers who have been censored from praying at their High
School ceremony?) But then a Sandy Hook shooting occurs and
all these public facilities open their doors for prayer services led
by church leaders (and our President) as a community turns to
God for comfort, and help, and meaning!
Our leaders, our nation, all of us collectively hesitate
when the time comes to identify the true problem (and employ
the solution): Namely, the devil seeks to destroy and uses evil to
hurt and maim; he had his day and used a confused young man
to bring great harm to a community and a blow to the gut of
our nation. The devil, the prince of the power of the air, did his
work, just like he does every other day.
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But faith and a life lived in relationship with God are not
segmented or apportioned pieces of a person, like the various
servings in an instant TV dinner, divided to not interact or accidentally mix or spill over. Man was not created this way, and
to attempt to limit his expressions of faith to certain times and
places is unnatural and is therefore impossible. We know this to
be true because, as believers, our restored relationship with God
our Creator and Savior empowers us to work hard, be ethically
sound, and to treat others with respect, displaying through actions and character the fruit of the Spirit.
Even in the so-called “secular” workplace there is never
an absence of faith being lived out on a daily basis–even when
company policy may forbid any talk of religion. School teachers
who are believers are prime examples of people best equipped
by God to relate to difficult students and their parents, including those who are suffering tragedy or its aftermath such as just
happened at Sandy Hook Elementary.
On display daily in the business marketplace and government, are the principles which made our nation great, which
are rooted in holistic faith that sees all of creation as God’s, all
people as in the image of God, and all possessions as His and
on loan to mankind to use respectfully. It is this kind of faith
expression that animates executives in large corporations to care
well for their employees and treat them ethically, and like-oriented employees in turn to give their very best to bring profit to
their organizations and treat customers with respect and care.
The reality is that our Scriptures describe the human
mind as having been designed in a way that does not allow for
a believer or unbeliever to “turn off” his beliefs. I would suggest that the unbeliever has his values based on his individual
Continued on page 6

“The reason faith is holistic and not capable of regulation, is because God Himself is limitless. God
Himself is the basis of all education, philosophy, or ideology because everything begins with God.”
Continued from page 5

beliefs and worldview, and his actions at work and play are the
outward evidence of his unregenerate mind. In other words,
when corporate scams and government deficits and abuses take
place they are only outward evidences of the values and beliefs
of those who carry them out. We live in a fallen world where
sin continues to thrive and attempts to stymie goodness daily
and cause damage to God’s world, including His people and
His image. The notion of “purely secular” as being absent any
religion or belief system is a misnomer. Strongly held beliefs
result from having a particular worldview and the actions they
bring about do have consequences in everyday life.

No Limiting of Faith Because God Is Limitless
The reason faith is holistic and not capable of regulation,
is because God Himself is limitless. God Himself is the basis
of all education, philosophy, and ideology because everything
begins with God. Romans 11:33 and 36 states, “Oh the depth
of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! For
from him and through him and to him are all things….” God
by His very nature is ubiquitous–existing everywhere at the
same time, constantly encountering. This is not what He does
functionally; it is who He is ontologically–the essence of His
being. The psalmist cried out, “Where can I go from thy presence?” (Ps 139:7ff.), and found that God is everywhere! Jonah
learned the same lesson when he sought to escape the presence
of God, even in the belly of a big fish! God told Moses from a
burning bush, “I AM that I AM” (Ex 3:14).
I realize that with our finite minds we cannot fathom
or fully comprehend an infinite being, but that does not in
any way make it impossible. In the same way, a little child’s
inability to do geometry does not limit or eradicate from our
collective psyche the truth of the equation for a right triangle
(a2 + b2 = c2). God exists and the greatest source of knowledge of
God is His self-revelation in the Holy Scriptures:
•
•
•
•

He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth…he stretches out the heavens like a canopy--Isaiah 40:22;
He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls
them by name--Isaiah 40:26;
Do I not fill heaven and earth says the Lord--Jeremiah
23:24;
The Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts--1 Chronicles 28:9;

•

And Psalm 93:1-2--The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed in majesty and is armed with strength.
The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. Your
throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity.

The human mind may attempt to parcel, limit, or categorize God to a place or in scope, but God himself is all pervasive
and present, without limitation by anything. The best attempts
to confine God are only delusions in the mind of man. Whether
man wields the power of local government or just puts pressure upon school boards, his misguided efforts–along with the
police force of the State even–cannot make it happen, because
God is all pervasive! He is everywhere! Always!
A man can put up a strong fence, use systemic weed killer,
and even daily go around his yard and spot treat to kill off any
trace of dandelions. He may “appear” to succeed for a little
while. Yet all too easily their tiny seeds blow over the fence or
get tracked into his yard and flourish again! His attempts to
exclude the weed from his little part of the world will prove
futile and will never affect its overall existence. So it is with any
attempt to limit God to certain venues, or places, or expressions–He cannot be limited!
God is in our schools daily, with or without prayer, with
or without any mention of Him. God is in City Hall and courtrooms, even when the Ten Commandments are not displayed.
His name and image might be banned or segregated to private
church properties, but He cannot be limited geographically.
Some believers may seek to allow God in “out of class” or
“release time” and not during work hours. They are actually
capitulating to the notions of secularists. God is not confined
to only Sundays or Wednesday evenings, to when “normal routine” ceases and “religious” hour begins, as if He’s in a box to be
let out when we’re ready to be spiritual.
The reality is that God is 24/7 and beyond–before there
were twenty-four hours in a day, and before He created seven
days in a week! He is always at work in the mind of every
believer and He is contemplated by all peoples of the world as
they ask the great philosophical questions: Where did I come
from? Why am I here? What comes after death? Is anyone else
out there? Yes, He is even convicting and calling to Himself
young people in every liberal college classroom, regardless of
the atheist or humanist agenda of the “enlightened professor”
who believes he is too smart to buy into the Revelation of God.
Continued on top of page 7
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Continued from page 6

God Was Present December 14, As Always
There is no limit to God’s presence. That is clear. He was
present and His heart was breaking for the mother of Adam
Lanza (dare I say for Adam Lanza also?), the Sandy Hook
teachers and staff, the students and their parents. He was inspiring heroic teachers and staff to take action on behalf of others.
He was in the cars with parents who were praying and racing to
the scene. He was in the police cars, emergency medical vehicles and fire engines as first responders arrived on the scene and
prepared for possible confrontation and rescue attempts. He
was with pastors and friends of family as they comforted and
hugged. His heart breaks when He sees evil and sin perpetrated
upon His creation. He is never the author or source of evil, but
He is always present–an ever present help in times of trouble.
The physical evidence of lives lost, inappropriate use of
guns, and of evil unleashed does not take away from the spiritual warfare which was taking place and does take place every
day. The world searches for psychological or regulatory answers
and ignores the reality believers all so obviously realize about
sin and of spiritual needs.
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God is love. His love is meant to flow from man to his
fellow man, because the love of God in His general grace and
goodness is to all men. We can know what love is because God
first loved us and gave His only Son for us. God’s love cannot
be measured by a scientist nor understood by a humanist, but
the reality of His love and goodness is evidenced everywhere.
Each grieving parent can go willingly to a God who understands their grief: He lived through the pain of losing an
innocent child who was wrongly killed just as they have!
Yes, God was there, He is always there, and cannot be absent
by His very nature. God admonishes those in Newtown as
well as the rest of us to, “Cast all your anxiety on Him because
He cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you
know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Pt 5:7-9). The battle is real.
God is present, capable and ready to minister to all our anxiety.
Through belief in Him there is hope and victory over the destruction of the enemy. The presence of evil cannot limit God’s
Sovereign plan to redeem all mankind and creation ultimately,
and to judge righteously. This is our hope, this is our present
reality, as real as God Himself.

“Perhaps, if the demands of this new
life were too difficult, Timothy could
always return home and live his life as
if nothing had ever happened.”

by Jeremy Clark
Executive Director of Grace Ministries International

T

The Establishment

he purpose and the goals were clear. If they could
jail and punish the leaders, the movement would
fizzle and their followers would disperse. However,
the Jewish religious hierarchy miscalculated Peter
and John’s resolve. Not only did they refuse to fear their countrymen, but they were going to fear no one save God Himself
(Acts 5:29). Snuffing out this movement became even more
difficult as one of their own (Phil 3:4-7) became a Christian
which caused rejoicing among the adherents of this new group
(Gal 1:23-24). Now there was really only one alternative for the
religious leaders of Israel–they had to kill Saul (later known as
Paul, Acts 9:29).
The Jews were confident they had accomplished this when
they and a multitude stoned Paul at Lystra, dragged him out of
the city, and left him for dead (Acts 14:19). They supposed that
the threat to their authority and religious establishment had
been eliminated. However, their supposition proved incorrect as
Paul “rose up and went into the city”–the city where he was just
stoned (Acts 14:20). After departing and preaching in yet another city in the region, he returned once again to the city where
he, the former murderer, was almost murdered (Acts 14:21).

The Life of Sacrifice and Service
Just a few years later, Paul entered and visited Lystra a
fourth time (Acts 16:1-2). Having already evangelized and edified the brothers in this city, he came this time and pulled off
an unlikely feat–he recruited a new co-worker, a new mission-

ary (Acts 16:1-4). Humanly speaking, what would make this
unlikely? Put yourself in Timothy’s place or even in the place of
his mother who was a believer, but who probably did not have
the support of a believing spouse (Acts 16:1; 2 Tm 1:5). What
did Paul have to offer young Timothy? After counting the cost,
was it worth it?
Paul was hardly the kind of company we would expect
one to actively seek and keep. Paul was formerly a murderer
and now others sought to murder him. For Timothy and his
family, this was not a legend that grew up around a larger than
life personality, but it was something their family and neighbors would have witnessed just a few years earlier. The lifestyle
Paul lived was marked by poverty, hunger, and weariness. Even
though Paul had the “right” to ask others to help him, he did
not exercise it for the sake of the message he preached and the
Lord from which it came.

The Message
What was this message he preached? It was new–it was
a mystery or a secret that only now God had revealed through
Paul. It was not a message found in the Holy Scriptures that
Timothy had learned from his childhood. It was a message,
however, for which Paul would find himself in chains. Was it
worth it?
Perhaps, if the demands of this new life were too difficult,
Timothy could always return home and live his life as if nothing had ever happened. However, Paul was asking Timothy to
Continued on page 9
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“Was it worth it? I think so.
If nothing else, you and I can be encouraged through Paul and Timothy’s example.”

Continued from page 8

do something that would change his identity forever. The Jews
were a minority in the Roman Empire. Though his mother
was a Jew, Timothy was not circumcised. Physically, he was
every bit as much a Gentile as his Gentile neighbors. Now Paul,
who preached against circumcision, asked Timothy to become
circumcised “because of the Jews who were in that region.”
Was this irreversible change worth it just to placate the Jews in
a particular region though Timothy’s ministry was to extend
throughout the Mediterranean?

The Commitment
Paul also had to count the cost. Was it worth it to take
along another disciple after having just experienced the relational difficulty and separation with Barnabas and John Mark?
When Paul wrote Timothy years later he referred to his youth.
How much younger and inexperienced would he have been
when Paul first met him? Though Timothy had a good reputation among the brothers at Lystra and Iconium, did he have the
personality to carry out such a grueling ministry? Unlike Titus,
who was received by the Corinthian church with “fear and
trembling,” Paul encouraged the same church to receive Timothy “so that he may be with you without fear” (1 Cor 16:10).

The Fruit
In the end, they all counted the cost and Timothy went
with Paul. Was it worth it? Timothy was sent to places such
as Macedonia (Acts 19:22), Thessalonica (1 Thes 3:1-2), and
Corinth (1 Cor 4:17) to further establish and build up the
work that Paul had begun. Timothy was with Paul when he
founded the church and ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19:22),
from which all of “Asia heard the Word of the Lord” (1 Thes
3:1-2). Paul was so encouraged by the Ephesian believers that
he wrote to them, “Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease
to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers”
(Eph 1:15-16). Several years later after starting this church he
gathered together the elders and told them, “But none of these
things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I
may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of
God” (Acts 20:24).
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The Perseverance
What a privilege it was for Timothy to have been there in
the beginning of this ministry at Ephesus where Paul testified
to the gospel of the grace of God! However, things changed
and the Ephesians began to listen to fables and to teach doctrines other than the grace of God to which Paul had commended them (1 Tm 1:3-4). Things got worse as Paul writes
to Timothy in his final letter, “This you know, that all in Asia
have turned away from me” (2 Tm 1:15). What a disappointing
ending after such a promising start.
Was it worth it? It is one thing to count the cost as one
sees it at that moment, but no one can count the cost of future
hardship and disappointment. Both Paul and Timothy experienced this firsthand. As Paul declared that his death was near,
he was able to encourage Timothy with these words, “I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing” (2 Tm 4:6-8). Yes, it was going to be worth it. Paul
finished the race well just as he had told the Ephesians that he
wanted to do so many years before.
What about Timothy now that Paul was about to die?
Paul gave him a responsibility to build upon the legacy that
he started. He told Timothy to “hold fast the pattern of sound
words” which he had been taught by Paul (2 Tm 1:13) and to
“be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tm 2:1). Paul
commissioned him to multiply the ministry to which he was
appointed (2 Tm 1:11) by teaching faithful men who would also
teach others (2 Tm 2:2).

The Encouragement
Was it worth it? I think so. If nothing else, you and I can
be encouraged through Paul and Timothy’s example. They
counted the cost, risked much, and invested in others so that
we can enjoy the message of God’s grace. Would you consider
doing the same? There is still much to be done so that others
may know the truth.

by Timothy F. Conklin, D. D.

T

Who Was John Mark?
he reference, of course, is to a prominent person in the
New Testament. Usually, however, he is referred to
simply as Mark.

The Bible tells us John Mark was a close cousin of Barnabas
(an early follower of Jesus Christ, originally from the island of
Cyprus; Acts 4:36) who found a place for him accompanying
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, during Paul’s first evangelistic
journey.

The Bible also discloses John Mark’s mother had a large
house in Jerusalem, where those who embraced Jesus Christ as
the Jewish Messiah were invited to congregate for preaching,
prayer, and fellowship. It is this house where the believers gathered to pray for the Apostle Peter the night before his scheduled
execution, and where they witnessed Peter’s dramatic testimony
of miraculous escape (Acts 12:1-19).
The fact that John Mark’s mother owned a sufficiently spacious home able to house a large gathering (Acts 12:12; “many
people”), and that his cousin Barnabas is reported to have owned
real estate in Cyprus–some of which he sold and then gave the
proceeds to the Jerusalem messianic church (Acts 4:36-47)–
indicates Mark belonged to a prosperous family of significant
wealth and means.
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Looking at all this more closely, Acts 4:36 says Barnabas
was a Levite. As his cousin, it is most likely Mark would also be
from the tribe of Levi. The Levitical priesthood in first century
Jerusalem had become an elite, wealthy, and powerful segment
of Jewish society. Mark’s family had servants and the house had
an “outer entrance” (Acts 12:13), which suggests a courtyard.
Modern archaeology has in fact uncovered several priestly
houses of appreciable size west of the southwest corner of the
Temple platform. An article in Biblical Archaeology Review 2 discloses that priestly houses in the temple-adjacent area of ancient
Jerusalem were 2,000 square feet and larger (Nachman Avigad,
“How the Wealthy Lived in Herodian Jerusalem,” Dec 1976).
A more recent article in the Jerusalem Post affirms the presence
of such homes belonging to the wealthy aristocratic and priestly
families (Ariel ben Ami, “Discovering Jerusalem from the Time
of Jesus,” Feb, 22, 2012). Dr. Phil Long, professor at Grace
Bible College, has personally walked through some of these
premises, providing a contemporary eyewitness to this reality.
Consequently, it is most likely John Mark was brought
up with the proverbial silver spoon in his mouth. In all likelihood, John Mark would have been raised amidst plenty and
privilege. He would not be accustomed to rough and hazardous
circumstances and situations. Such an insight into his upbringing sheds considerable light on what happens when we first
encounter John Mark in Scripture.

Getting Acquainted with John Mark

Why Did Mark Abandon the Mission?

It is in chapter 13 of Acts where we read (note–all Scriptures herein are from the NIV):

There are several possibilities for Mark’s quitting the
mission at this point. Luke (the writer of the Book of Acts)
tells us in Acts 15:38, Mark deserted his companions. Perhaps
a combination of the possible explanations yields the proper
understanding of Mark’s behavior:

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands
on them and sent them off.
The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went
down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. When
they arrived at Salamis [the eastern seaport of Cyprus], they
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John
[Mark] was with them as their helper [empasis added].
Acts 13:1-5
A careful reading of this passage indicates:
•

The Holy Spirit superintended the commissioning and
empowering of two people who were sent on this divinely
directed mission, Barnabas and Saul.

•

Apparently after they arrived on Cyprus, Barnabas persuaded Saul to also include his cousin, John Mark, on their
mission. (“...[A]t Salamis... John [Mark] was with them as
their helper.”)

•

John Mark was probably staying with family members
or friends on Cyprus at this time. Remember, Barnabas
owned real estate and perhaps had other economic and
family associations on Cypress. Therefore, it would be convenient for Barnabas to suggest young John Mark might be
helped along in his maturing process by assisting Saul and
Barnabas in their missionary enterprise.

•

It could be Mark was simply too timid and unwilling to
go beyond the familiar boundaries of the island of Cypress
and the areas immediately around Jerusalem. Therefore
when they reached the mainland province of Pamphylia
(modern Turkey), Mark simply could not bring himself to
go on further.

•

Perhaps Mark was feeling homesick. We know his home
was in Jerusalem and that he was likely visiting Cypress at
the time of his joining up with Barnabas and Saul. When
he realized the party was leaving for distant lands, perhaps
he felt an extreme strain and an irresistible urge to just go
home.

•

Maybe Mark was truly frightened, genuinely terrified at
the prospect of where they were going and what they might
encounter when they got there. The earlier confrontation
with Elymas the sorcerer might have been overwhelming
for Mark. The realization that the next leg of the journey–
the road through the Taurus Mountains to Galatia, which
traversed a very rugged and inhospitable mountainous area
reported to be riddled with bandits–was just too much for
young pampered Mark to handle.

•

Perhaps it was some form of disease or illness. Mark may
have become sick, and he either wanted to go home to
recover or was overly threatened in his own mind about
catching an even more virulent illness in the rough, treacherous terrain ahead.

Another More Compelling Reason

So, John Mark traveled along with Barnabas and Saul
through the entire length of the island and was witness not
only to the dynamic ministry of the Word of God all along
the way but also to the remarkable and assuredly frightening
confrontation between Saul and the Jewish sorcerer, Elymas,
as described in Acts 13:6-12.

While these aforementioned suggestions may have some
validity, there is another element in the situation, which may
well be closer to the real reason for Mark’s abrupt desertion/
abandonment from this particular mission enterprise:
•

But then we read in Acts 13:13, “From Paphos [the western
seaport of Cypress], Paul [Saul’s Gentile name] and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to
return to Jerusalem” (empasis added).

It seems to me Mark may well have developed a protective,
disgruntled jealousy about Paul’s leadership. When Barnabas and Paul first came to Cypress and Mark was recruited to take part in the journey, his close cousin Barnabas
Continued on page 12

“When he realized the party was leaving for distant lands, perhaps he felt an extreme
strain and an irresistible urge to just go home.”
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appeared to be the man in charge. But after the astounding
confrontation with Elymas the sorcerer, Paul emerged as
the evident leader of the band. This very likely would have
upset Mark because of an immature perspective of honor and
esteem for his close cousin Barnabas, whom Mark may have
deemed to have been slighted or demoted. Recall the wording of the key text, Acts 13:13, “From Paphos, Paul and his
companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left
them to return to Jerusalem” (emphasis added).
•

•

•

Also noteworthy is that hereafter Saul of Tarsus is only
known and called throughout the New Testament by his Roman (Gentile) name–Paul–forfeiting his given Jewish name.
Coupled with this, Mark is quite likely to have found objection to Paul’s preaching of pure grace apart from the law
and traditions of Israel. Paul clearly favored Gentiles and
taught they did not need to be circumcised or keep the Law
of Moses. On the other hand, Mark was raised in Jerusalem
in a home where Peter the apostle frequented with other messianic Jews. This is the Peter who responded on behalf of the
Twelve in Matthew 13:15-16 to the Lord Jesus’ query, “‘Who
do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the
Christ [Messiah], the Son of the living God.’”
Peter and the other messianic believers would have had a
mind-set which was thoroughly Jewish and naturally resistant to an emphasis on Gentiles and Paul’s new message of
Grace apart from the Law of Moses. Mark would have been
instructed in this same mind-set and perspective. This would
have made Mark quite uncomfortable with Paul’s leadership
and mission emphasis. In Acts 21:20, James, a leader among
Jerusalem believers, spoke of “many thousands of Jews who
have believed, and all of them are zealous of the law.” This
would have been Mark’s mind-set too.

I suggest all of this is clinched by close attention to the
specific wording of Scripture. We are told in the Acts 13:2 commissioning passage that “...the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them’”
(emphasis added). Without question, this was a very specific and
particular work God had in mind.
At the end of that first long journey, having completed that
work for which the Holy Spirit had commissioned them, Paul and
Barnabas returned to the church that had sent them out, and we
read in Acts 14:26-27:
From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had
been committed to the grace of God for the work they had
now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church
together and reported all that God had done through them
and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles
[emphasis added].
The specific divine commission–the precise work–which was to be
accomplished on this first journey of the Apostle Paul was to open
“a door of faith to the Gentiles.”
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I submit that this work was what really caused John Mark
to desert/abandon his place with Paul and cousin Barnabas at the
end of that fateful journey through Cypress.
Mark appears to be a good young Jew–a devout Levite even–who
came to believe in Jesus as the promised and prophesied Messiah. He
surely attended Bible studies led by the Apostle Peter and other
apostolic men, leaders among the group of Jewish believers meeting in Mark’s home (Acts 12:12-17).

John Mark’s Association with Peter
So then, Mark had sat at the feet of Peter who had refused
the Lord’s command in Acts 10:9-16 to go ahead and eat during
his vision of the sheet let down from heaven with a variety of–
according to Mosaic law–unclean animals lawfully unfit to eat.
Peter exclaimed, “Surely not, Lord... I have never eaten anything
impure or unclean.”
This is the same Peter who also referred to the apostle Paul
and his writings as being “hard to understand” (2 Pt 3:16).
Bearing all this in mind, it is quite understandable that
Mark would align himself with Peter and the “zealous for the
law” faction of Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 21:20). Mark,
who truly did believe Jesus was the Messiah, was apparently still
a good traditional and cultural Levite Jew and not yet ready to appreciate what God was doing through Paul, apostle to the Gentiles.
This, I think, explains why Paul is so vehemently insistent in
the split that occurs between him and Barnabas in Acts 15:36-41,
at the outset of the second missionary journey:
Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them,
but Paul did not think it wise to take him because he had
deserted them in Pamhylia and had not continued with them
in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they
parted company [emphasis added].
Paul saw the issue with Mark as not just timidity or immaturity or even poor judgment. Paul saw Mark as resistant and
opposed to the ministry of God’s grace to the Gentiles. Mark
was committed to Israel’s customs and traditions, especially lawkeeping, and was opposed to releasing Gentiles from the Mosaic
expectations. Paul was wholeheartedly committed to his Gentile
free-from-the-law commission. Writing later, to the church at
Galatia–the very area where the first journey was headed when Mark
deserted the mission–Paul explains in Galatians 1:11-12 and 15-16:
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I
preached is not of human origin. I did not receive it from any
man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation
from Jesus Christ... when God who set me apart from my
mother’s womb and called by his grace, was pleased to reveal
his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles.

Returning home to his mother and messianic believing
friends in Jerusalem, John Mark would have no doubt continued
to mature in his faith in Jesus as Messiah and Son of God. Over
time he would have no doubt come to at least appreciate the new
work God was doing through Paul, divinely commissioned apostle
to the Gentiles.
I propose, however, that because of his Levitical upbringing, his earnest commitment to Judaism, and a sincere readiness
to receive the promised Messiah when he came, in Mark’s early
Christian experience he would be among those like Zacharias and
Elizabeth, “...righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Lk 1:5-6). And, like
those associates of James in Acts 21:20, “...Jews who have believed
and are zealous of the law.”

John Mark–a follower, not a failure–became a man of esteemed
value to both Peter and Paul. And when the time was right for God
to portray the life of Christ from the standpoint of a simple servant,
it was John Mark who was chosen to write the Gospel which bears
his name.

Some Life-Lessons to Consider
Here are a few life-lessons we ought to learn from the account of John Mark:
1.

John Mark matured in his life and faith. He became not only
tolerant but understanding of the great change God had introduced in calling Paul to proclaim a message of pure grace
without the Law of Moses and the traditions of Israel.

2.

My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions
about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)
Colossians 4:10

While John Mark evidently struggled in his walk and work
for the Lord during the transition period of the Book of
Acts, his lasting, mature testimony is one of eventual stability.
Mark did not use this one episode as an excuse to drop out of
Christian responsibility. He continued to grow in the Lord and
in time realized a mature Christian experience.

3.

Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he
loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.
Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only
Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because
he is helpful to me in my ministry.
2 Timothy 4:9-11

Alternatively, too many other believers run up against some
agonizing crisis or struggle in their Christian experience
and just quit the Christian life altogether. They allow their
confusion or seeming defeat to become an excuse for a life of
uselessness for Christ.

4.

Although Mark found himself to have significant theological differences with other true believers, he reached the point
where he could fellowship together in Christ to the greater
glory of God alongside those of differing persuasions.

5.

Believers must not let emotions, or immaturity, or narrowmindedness, or too close a focus on a single Bible doctrine
sidetrack them into uselessness for the Lord. We all must
keep growing and maturing in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. As the Apostle Paul so eloquently put
it–“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).

Consequently, Mark would not have been an appropriate
companion for Paul in his ministry journeys to open “a door of
faith to the Gentiles.” In this light, Mark was not a failure but a
true follower of the Old Testament’s prophecies and promises of
the Messiah, of Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ. Nonetheless,
late in Paul’s ministry–when he writes to the Colossians and to
Timothy–there is a pleasing sentiment contained in his final assessment of John Mark:

This leads to the conclusion that John Mark did indeed
change his initial position and perspective because of his personal
growth and spiritual maturity. No doubt these positive changes
occurred especially under the ongoing tutelage of the Apostle Peter.
In 1 Peter 5:13 we are told Mark was actually the spiritual son of
Peter, or at least a personal disciple of exceptional intimacy: “She
who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark” (emphasis added).
Additionally, Mark’s eventual acceptance of Paul’s Gentile
mission would have been typical of the pattern of mutual understandings worked out between the messianic believers in Jerusalem
and the Apostle Paul, which were resolved at the critical council of
Jerusalem recorded in Acts 15.
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Looking at a New Year with New Eyes

M

eaning… reason… purpose… these are the
themes of questions that surface upon the
closing of another year and the beginning of a
new one. Philosophers, theologians, those that
walk the halls of academia have wrestled with these questions
for millennia. How about the rest of us? Do we take time to
ponder such questions? Or do we number ourselves among the
thousands who just idly march in lockstep with the masses,
never considering these deeper questions?

were designed to do. And if nature eloquently sings in perfect
harmony with the leading of the Divine conductor, the most
natural question we must consider is this: Do I?

It is January 1, 2013, and as I look out my living room
window the sun is shining (rare for this time of year in the Pacific
Northwest), the air is crisp, and the Cascade Mountains as well
as Mount Rainier are in full view, freshly covered with a blanket
of new snow. “The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies
display His craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make Him known” (Ps 19:1-2, NLT). As I
consider the breathtaking views that the gift of eyesight provides,
I realize that creation is doing exactly what the Psalmist says they

Over a decade ago an engineer from Oregon State University sought to answer this question. In a paper entitled “What is
a Worldview?,” Ken Funk offers this definition: “A worldview is
a set of beliefs about fundamental aspects of reality that ground
and influence all one’s perceiving, thinking, knowing, and doing (Funk, K. 2001. “What is a Worldview?” Retrieved December 27, 2012. http://web.engr.oregonstate.edu/~funkk/Personal/
worldview.html). Funk goes on to establish the elements of an
individual worldview and defines these elements:
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Before adequately answering such a question I must first
consider the reality of perspective. From what viewpoint do I
or you view life? This speaks directly to our worldviews… and
yet, what is worldview? Do I or you know what constitutes a
worldview?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Epistemology–beliefs about the nature and sources of
knowledge;
Metaphysics–beliefs about the ultimate nature of reality;
Cosmology–beliefs about the origins and nature of the
universe, life, and especially Man;
Teleology–beliefs about the meaning and purpose of the
universe, its inanimate elements, and its inhabitants;
Theology–beliefs about the existence and nature of God;
Anthropology–beliefs about the nature and purpose of
Man in general and, oneself in particular;
Axiology–beliefs about the nature of value, what is good
and bad, what is right and wrong.

that hour… and I realized anew the importance of my personal
worldview!
As we go through life, we all make assumptions, whether
we realize it or not, that mold our thinking, shape our conclusions, and give form to our attitudes and actions. Let me
suggest that as we choose our assumptions (worldview) that we
consider a biblical-missional worldview.

How Do You See It?
In putting together all these elements of a worldview we
can see how our understanding of God, or the lack of a correct
understanding of God, plays such an important role in how we
understand life. Look back at each element and then imagine
how your worldview would be substantially altered if an allknowing, all-powerful, all-loving God were absent! Think back
over the past year–the joys and tragedies, the successes and failures, the pleasure and the pain–and realize how your worldview
shaped how you experienced and interpreted each.
This past fall I coached football for our local high school.
I worked in partnership with another young man who played
college and professional football. It was a great experience
spending a number of months with thirty teenage young men,
teaching them how to be successful in the game they loved, but
also being what they called the “team pastor.” After a successful season we all moved on to other activities… that is, until
just recently. One of our seniors, who played tight end for us,
started experiencing severe headaches. When I talked to Adam
about it he said, “Wow Coach, I’ve never experienced anything
like this before. It’s like someone is pounding on the inside of
my skull with a sledgehammer.” The other day around 1:00 p.m.
hundreds of us gathered together to pray for Adam as he went
into surgery to remove a brain tumor which ten days before no
one knew about. As I listened to the prayers of people of faith,
and those of no faith, I heard a cacophony of worldviews during

When we look at the actions of Jesus, his disciples, and
especially the Apostle Paul, all that they did was focused on
doing what God called them to do. Paul even suggests that
“whatever you do, do all for the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31);
everything we do, ought to magnify–to make large–the good
news of the loving God who showed His love in the giving
of His Son. As followers of Christ Jesus, a biblical-missional
worldview calls adherents to be God’s love in the specific places
where they live and work, wherever human need cries out from
the darkness. At the beginning of this New Year it is imperative
that Christians know that God is sovereign, He has come as the
Son, and He has a plan that is at work for each individual, as
well as the world in general.
As you think through your worldview, here is a handful of
questions worthy of your consideration:
•
•
•
•

What assumptions are shaping what you do with your life?
What do you understand about the urgency of the Gospel?
How do you respond to the growing plurality and biblical
illiteracy of our country?
How are you involved in the needs of those in your community–with those who are hungry, who live in poverty,
who are victims of spiritual darkness all around us?

The goal of a biblical-missional worldview is always to
know more of God and His love for all mankind. And as
His ambassadors, our calling is to live and speak the truth to
everyone we know, how that “in Christ, God was reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them….
We implore on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our
sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we
might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor 5:19-21, NIV).

“At the beginning of this New Year it is imperative that Christians know that God is sovereign, He has come
as the Son, and He has a plan that is at work for each individual, as well as the world in general.”
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by Ed Jeude

C

hances are, while waiting at a traffic light, you have
sensed your car rolling backwards. You automatically applied a little more pressure to the brake
pedal (admit it), however that didn’t help. Panic
was about to set in, when you realized everything was fine
(whew!). The car next to you was just inching forward because
the driver was anticipating the light changing. But for a second
or two, you were absolutely convinced you were rolling backwards.
Now try this: Hold both your index fingers at arm’s
length at eye level, directly in front of yourself and pointing toward each other, about an inch apart. Concentrate on them for
a few seconds and then focus on something between them and
well past them. You’ll see your fingertips suspended in midair!
You know it’s an illusion, but there they are right in front of
you, floating.
Graphic artist, M. C. Escher (1898-1972), was a master of
classic optical illusions. In a well known piece you can see foot
soldiers on stairs, but are they infinitely ascending or descending? Stare at another work and an old lady “morphs” into a
beautiful young girl. In still another there are geese in flight...
no, it’s a school of fish, maybe ducks.

You can be fooled by your sense of sight. Eyes detect sequential still images, like frames in a movie, and then the brain
splices the images together–filling in gaps as needed–in order to
give us the sensation of realistic motion. Did you do the finger
experiment? Our eyes are offset from centerline (parallax) and
send two slightly different views to the brain allowing it to
compute distance and depth perception. Flat screens that do
3-D are capitalizing upon the brain’s usage of dual images and
fooling it (you) into having a depth perception sensation. And
we will fall for it every time.
Your hearing can fool you too. Put on a stereo headset
with a speaker and separate channel for each ear. While watching actors talking, reverse the channels and a disturbing wave
of uneasiness will wash over you. For a less technical or less
expensive experience, watch a dubbed foreign movie and note
how upset you feel when the dialogue you’re hearing doesn’t
synch with the lips your are seeing. I’ve also witnessed some
truly amazing ventriloquists that take advantage of our brain’s
need to match up both sensations of sight and sound.
What about smelling? Your sense of smell can let you down
too. I once read how a very clever lawyer thwarted the testimony
of an “expert witness” known for his smelling sensitivity by asking him to identify the contents of a jar. He identified it correctly
Continued on page 17
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as gasoline, but was unable to subsequently identify the aroma on
which the entire trial hinged. It was not known by everyone at
the time that gasoline temporarily deadens the sense of smell.
Some people experience intense olfactory hallucinations
usually involving something horribly offensive (sewer gas) or
amazingly desirous (freshly baked chocolate chip cookies). In
either case, the source of the aroma is nowhere to be found.
People with this problem have incurred brain trauma by a blow
to the back of the head, have a brain infection, or something
even more dangerous happening.
Closely related to smell is taste. And yes, the sensation of
taste can be fooled also. Tasting has five identifiable perceptions: sweet, sour, salty, bitter, and what some call “savory,” all
closely associated with smelling, yet distinct. The food color,
the temperature, the sizzle, the smell, all play a part in the
overall perception we call taste. When I lost two front teeth in
an accident, the dentist installed a removable partial upper plate
which deadened my sense of taste. He said the plate interfered
with the “communication” between the top of the tongue and
roof of the mouth. He replaced the partial with a permanent
bridge and my normal taste returned.
The four sensory systems already mentioned reside in the
head, but feeling involves the entire body. Amazingly, even
babies can sense acceleration, changes in pressure, temperature,
wet, dry, rough, smooth, nearby static electricity, just to name a
few–and they certainly respond, even though they can’t evaluate what is going on. However, when the brain receives conflict-

A Note from the Editor of Truth Magazine
Truth Magazine is committed to serving you, the reader.
Our goal for as long as I have been editor has been to bring you
articles that are informative, topical, edifying, thought provoking and all the while in agreement with the Grace Gospel
Fellowship’s mid-Acts dispensational position.
At the same time, however, my desire as an editor, has
been to allow submitters an unfettered domain in which to
roam as far afield as the Holy Spirit carries them. And we have
had a number of gifted men and women answer the call and
contribute to Truth.
I also leave the corral gate slightly ajar so an occasional
controversial topic can slip by. This approach is successful...
most of the time. I admit to miscues and I am sorry when they
happen, because I have let you down. I fill a position for the
GGF and YOU are the GGF. I want to exceed your expectations.
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ing signals, it becomes confused until it learns how to adapt.
Astronauts, fighter pilots and gymnasts are good examples of
motion adaptation. At sea, when there’s a disagreement between
the visual horizon and the inner ear sense of geographical level,
seasickness sometimes results. Every single one of our bodily
senses can be fooled.
So, how can we really know anything? Each of us has a
reference framework, called a “physical worldview,” to evaluate sensory inputs. If there is a correlation of light, heat, and
smoke, we are reasonably sure there is a fire. Your worldview
dictates a probability level at which you have assurance that
what you sense is actually true.
Intellectually, we all construct worldviews for evaluating
intangibles such as good, bad, right, wrong, and so on. These
are metaphysical concepts that do not rely upon the physical
world per se for their understanding. Sometimes we try to make
sense of a metaphysical or spiritual concept using our sensory
or “gut” feelings. For example, people say “I believe the Bible
concerning salvation but I just don’t feel like I’m saved.” This
article just described how feelings are not even trustworthy in
their physical environs and totally unsuitable for the metaphysical. The Apostle Paul writes, “I know whom I have believed and
am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted
to Him until that day” (2 Tm 1:12, NASB, emphasis added).
Make sure that your Christian worldview is based on God’s
unchanging Word of Truth, and only then can you know what
you know, and how and why you know it! And don’t trust me,
trust God.
It has been a distinct honor and a privilege to serve in
such a rewarding ministry the past fifteen years; that amounts
to sixty issues. And that’s over one thousand, four hundred
tabloid sized pages onto which several columnists; GGF, GBC,
and GMI presidents, directors and leaders; pastors, laypeople,
theology consultants; and I have poured heart and soul.
The current staff covets your feedback. It’s always nice to
have people at the Family Bible Conference talk with us about
an article or give us suggestions for future ones. We enjoy the
occasional letter and try to answer them as soon as we can.
Somebody who takes the time to write a letter deserves our
response. We are even willing to begin a “Letter to the Editor”
feature and encourage more of our readers to send in their reactions and suggestions.
As long as we have the means to keep publishing Truth,
our aim will be to give you the best resource possible. And we
look forward to hearing from you.
Phil Cereghino

Grace Bible Fellowship (Englewood, CO; Pastor Eddie Cook):

Grace Bible Fellowship had their last service as a church the
first week of December. Eddie has been ill and is attempting
to recuperate. At the time of this insert, Eddie has been in the
hospital and has gone through two surgeries. They suspect
Crohn’s Disease, with hope that it is not. Please pray for Eddie
and Bonnie Cook, for their health and as they consider their
future without GBF.

Region 3: West
Steve Blackwell

Bethel Union Church (Akron, CO; Pastor Peter Tel):

Our little church is looking forward to a watershed year.
Coming up this October we are planning a hundred year
anniversary, Lord willing, to coincide with a dedication of a
new addition. We praise God for His goodness and faithfulness
through the many years at Bethel Union Church.

Denver Bible Church (Arvada, CO; Pastor Bob Enyart):

Part of our Denver Bible Church growth plan is babies, and
they keep showing up! With children born every few months
in our congregation, our families are growing too, and we’re
so grateful to see teenagers turn into godly young men and
women, with one of our kids now grown and working as a
liaison for Christian values at the United Nations. Even our
worship team has been getting younger and younger; now with
an average age of 22.

Grace Bible Church of Lakewood (Lakewood, CO; Pastors
Harl Hargett and Mark Smith):
Grace Bible Church of Lakewood recently began to expand
in attendance. We now have a new growing and vibrant youth
ministry and a social outreach committee. The New Year seems
bright with hope and promise.
Harvest Fellowship (Brighton, CO; Pastors Steve Blackwell
and Bob Hill):
Things are “afoot” as the year ends and many of our people
are rising to the call to engage in ministry. We feel very blessed
as God has encouraged our souls and put it in the hearts of
many newer people to stand up and assist Harvest in its growth.
It’s great to see God at work in people, especially when you
thought no one cared! (I’m sure no one else has felt that! LOL.)
Continued first column of page 19
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Grace Mid-Acts Institute (Galena Park,

TX):
We will certainly miss Dr. David
Carden, but are blessed that we know he
is with his Savior, Jesus Christ, and his
gallant fight with cancer is over. Love,
blessings and condolences to his family
and friends.

Region 4: Upper Midwest
Mark Matychuk & Les Takkinen

Pastor Les reports from Grace Bible
Church, West Allis, WI: Our goal for 2012

was to get more people in our congregation
to get involved in reading, knowing, and
living out God’s Word in their lives. We
believe that we accomplished this goal.
There were many unsolicited testimonies
of God’s people sharing what it meant for
them to have the “One Book/One Body”

Gregg Bing writes in “Timely Messenger”
(Nov-Dec 2012):
Pastor R. B. Shiflet went home to be
with the Lord on Wednesday, November 21, in Mineral Wells, Texas
at the age of 93.
R. B. was the founding pastor of
Eleventh Avenue Church in Mineral
Wells, Texas, a work he began in
March of 1950. He preached his last
sermon in March of 2010.
R. B. received his master’s degree in
Education from TCU. He worked
as a teacher and administrator in
the Mineral Wells school system
from 1953-1981. He was a veteran of
the U.S. Army, having served in the
Philippines in World War II, and was
there when the country was liberated.
R. B. was preceded in death by his
wife of 57 years, Lorena, who passed
away in 2002. We rejoice in knowing
they are now together in the presence
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Continued top left of page 20
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We thank the Lord for the faithful
ministry of this dear couple and for
the many years of fellowship we have
enjoyed with them in the work of the
Lord. R.B. was a regular writer for
the Timely Messenger for many years
and even served as editor for a couple
of years back in the 1960s.
We ask you to be in prayer for R. B.’s
family: daughter, Vera Mae Stilwell
and her husband, Richard; son,
Robert Shiflet and his wife, Estha,
and son, Randy Shiflet; as well as all
their families.

Former GGF Pastor Paul Hume passed
away on Christmas Eve at the age of 84 in
Lakewood, Colorado. The funeral service
was Wednesday, January 2, at Bear Valley
Church in Lakewood. Among the churches where Paul and Joyce served are Berean
Church in Muskegon, MI, and Berean
Bible Church in Shoreline, WA. Please be
in prayer for Joyce and the family in their
time of loss.

Continued from page 19

and GGF’s daily reading schedules available
to our people during the past year.
And now, we have launched a new Bible
reading program that we call, “God’s GPS–
2013.” It builds upon reading one chapter a
day with a goal of going through the entire
Bible in a three-year cycle. This will include
going through most of the New Testament
three times as well. It has two questions
associated with the daily reading that will
draw the reader into the text for the day.
Both youth and adult levels are available. If
interested, please contact me at: pastorles@
gbcwestallis.org. We would be glad to send
you a reading schedule each month.
Also, Grace Bible Church has daily devotionals that come five days a week via our
website. I have been sharing these devotionals for the past eight years and have over 500
people receiving these daily thoughts from
God’s Word. For the next three years I will
be following the “God’s GPS” readings. May
you have a great 2013 with the Word of God
being the center of each day!

Region 5: Lower Midwest
Ed Jeude

St. Louis Bible Fellowship enjoyed a
Thanksgiving dinner at church, November
11. The evening prior we held a Fun Trivia
night. The ladies of Bible Fellowship had
a Christmas luncheon, December 1. Our
Christmas program, December 15, was
highlighted by great singing, testimonials, and the reading of Scripture. Our
Christmas Eve service was attended by
many new visitors. The elder board voted
to discontinue the Message of Grace radio
program in four cities, but we continue
to emphasize short radio spots locally. St.
Louis Theological Seminary lost one of
its first graduates who became a professor,
Dr. David Carden. He died in December
after a prolonged fight with cancer. Dr.
David’s enthusiasm for the Pauline distinc-
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tives and the Word rightly divided was
contagious. His legacy lives on as students
continue to sign up for courses in Texas,
under the direction of Dr. David Fortner
and Randy Williams.

Region 6: Southeast
Phil Cereghino

For the Alabama area Grace Churches,
Pastor Jim Healan reporting:
We had our Annual Joint Grace Churches
Picnic, October 6, at Chickasabogue Park in
Mobile County. It was a great time of fellowship and food and a couple of rousing
games of Bible Knowledge Challenge.
We had another great Fall Missions
Conference, October 31 to November 4, with
Nate Killion (TCM), Talo Vergara (GMI),
Continued top left of page 21

Continued from page 20

Steve Sherman (GMI) and Sally and Jeff
Roth (GMI). Our missionaries also spent a
fun day touring New Orleans with Pastor
Jim and Susan Healan. The conference
concluded with a joint church missions
fellowship on Sunday evening with Steve
Sherman bringing a warm challenge to our
churches.

Grace Bible Church Fairhope, AL,
had their OATH (Orphans Awaiting their
Homes) Ministry Banquet in November.

Grand Rapids, MI area and offers a healthy
option for young people who may otherwise
be drawn into unhealthy activities.
In October, GBF partnered with our
sister church, Celebration Bible Church
(Grandville, MI) for their annual “Harvest
Party.” Both churches were blessed by the
many children and adults from the community that attended. As always, there is
no shortage of fellowship opportunities at
GBF!

Grace Bible Church Mobile, AL, had
a live nativity with support from other area
Grace churches on December 21.
Forest Park Bible Church, Mobile,
AL, has a very active Ranch Ministry for
teens every Thursday evening, plus a dynamic CBC program for kids on Wednesday evenings.
Greystone Bible Church, Mobile, AL,
has been hosting the Dodge Good News
Club at Dodge Elementary School. We
have the privilege of sharing the gospel
with 120-plus kids every Wednesday afternoon. Several ladies in Greystone started
the Drop Zone After School Care Program
two years ago in our Grube Family Activity Center. We now have twenty-five-plus
kids this ministry every morning and
afternoon after school.

Region 9: Western Michigan
Kathy Molenkamp

At Grace Bible Fellowship, Jenison,
MI, earlier this fall Associate Pastor Caleb
Befus, along with his wife Mary, began a
conversational Spanish Class. They’ve had
upwards of twenty people attending. This
is especially helpful for the people from the
church that are going to Puerto Rico in
February to help at camp and surrounding
neighborhood ministries. Another ministry
our church has gotten involved in is Up
and Out Ministries with Executive Director, Kevin Rigg. It is a gym that reaches
individuals and families in the downtown

Region 10: Central Michigan
John Lowder

Drop Zone, an after school program at

Rush Creek Bible Church, Byron Center,

MI, directed by Dan and Karen Niemeyer,
is now in its third year. The cooperation of
the local school system and the commitment of our congregation to fill this critical
void has been a great blessing. Rush Creek
has recently expanded its commitment
to build into the lives of these children
(roughly 150) and their families. Our
desire is to ensure a nurturing physical,
social, and spiritual environment.
Recent months have seen the appointment of Rev. John Spooner to serve in the
role of interim preaching pastor as well
as the commissioning of Pastor Cameron
Townley and Pastor Matt Schmude. Pastor Matt serves in the capacity of Pastor
of Young Adult Ministries. This unique
role recognizes the need to ensure college
and career-age men and women remain
connected to the life of the local church
during these crucial years. Pastor Cameron
continues to play an indispensable and
growing role in all areas of ministry development at Rush Creek.

Grace Bible Church of Newaygo,
MI, has continued to experience growth
through the preaching, teaching, and living out of His Word. Spiritually speaking,
there has been a lot of growth within our
congregation and a great sense of unity
amidst our diversity. There have been
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many opportunities for us to serve others
within our fellowship, alongside other fellowships within the community, and even
abroad as we do life together. Not only has
there been spiritual growth but the Lord
has been bringing more people to be part
of what God is doing in and through this
local fellowship. Our membership has
grown 54% in the past two-and-a-half
years with each potential member going
through a class on our doctrinal beliefs.
The kids are growing in number exponentially! As a result, over the past year, we
have prayerfully considered the need for
another full-time staff member to help us
with our overwhelming stewardship of
children’s and youth ministries. This past
October, we called David Simmer to be
our youth pastor. Discussions have now
begun to prayerfully consider the next step
of more effectively impacting our community with the gospel of God’s grace.
Greetings from Grace Community
Church in Belmont, MI. Our worship services this time of year have been centered
around the purpose, place and people who
took part in the Christmas story. With all
the secular aspects of this “holiday,” we
were reminded to make it a “sacred” time
of God’s love for us.

At Frontline Bible Church, Byron
Center, MI, we have been spending the last
few years emphasizing the development of
our leaders to be disciple makers, and the
investment is paying off. Every leader at
Frontline is taking spiritual responsibility
for a small group of people, and it’s been a
tremendous joy watching our leaders find
disciples to train and equip. We will be
doing a large-scale launch in February, and
we look forward to seeing more fruit from
the cultivation of previous years.
Also, we are excited to see the results
of our search for a new part-time Pastor of Discipleship. Our vision of being
a disciple-making church requires a very
intentional investment in this area, and we
are very excited to see who God brings to
us for this very important role. If all goes
well, we will have someone in place by the
beginning of February.
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Watch for conference brochures arriving in the mail soon.
Also, registration is available online at our website, www.ggfusa.org.

