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by Frosty Hansen, President of Grace Gospel Fellowship

Of Popes and Plowboys

W

illiam Tyndale stands out from among great
heroes of the Faith as one who defied both the
Roman Catholic Church and England’s King
Henry VIII by translating the New Testament and portions of
the Old into the English language. Because it was unlawful to
even possess the Scriptures in English during the early 1500s,
Tyndale labored in exile on the European Continent while supporters smuggled his works back into England. As a result of
his love for God’s Word and the common people, Tyndale was
tried for heresy in 1536 and burned at the stake.
Tyndale caused a stir early in his ministry while still in
England by preaching in the vernacular and making strong
statements for the authority of Scripture over church dogma.
On one occasion, a perturbed priest approached him and
declared, “We are better to be without God’s law than the
Pope’s.” A passionate Tyndale responded, “I defy the Pope
and all his laws, and if God spare my life ere many years, I will
cause the boy that drives the plow to know more of the Scriptures than you!” (David Teems, Tyndale: The Man Who Gave
God an English Voice, pp. 38-39, Thomas Nelson, 2012)
His words proved prophetic. In time, Tyndale’s writings circulated throughout all of England into the hands of the
common people. Myles Coverdale would complete the translation work Tyndale began, so that by 1535 the whole Bible
would be available in English. Tyndale was driven in life and
martyred in death for his belief that Scripture is not reserved

for the ecclesiastical elite; every person,
even “the boy that drives the plow,” should
be allowed to read and know God’s Word
in his own native tongue.
The story of Tyndale stirs my heart for
a number of reasons. I am reminded that
Bibles are either scarce or prohibited in some
countries because of political and religious
persecution; that there exist tribal groups in
our world that still are without God’s Word
in their languages; that we have brothers and
sisters in Christ who even today face martyrdom for their faith. We need to be aware
and support efforts to make Bibles available
and pray for the persecuted church.
But it is the plowboy’s experience
that really captures my imagination. Picture common people getting their hands
on a Bible for the first time and reading
God’s Word with understanding; to be
emboldened to stand up for God’s Truth
against the traditions of men–all because
of Tyndale’s conviction that even the common plowboy should know the Scriptures.
Continued on page 2

Tyndale Monument is a tower built in 1866 on a hill at North Nibley, Gloucestershire, England, thought to
be his place of birth.
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Why should we be any less dedicated today? And yet,
though Bibles are abundant in our country, many of them are
unread and gathering dust because a frustrated owner simply
can’t make sense out of it. And besides, a plethora of preachers on TV and radio will give convincing views on just about
any Bible topic, so it seems easier, even reasonable, to let skilled
theologians do the heavy lifting and reveal “truth” while the
rest of us just “love” Jesus and “plow” through life; a situation
eerily similar to the religious status quo of Tyndale’s day.

“Paul speaks of this unique revelation
where he repeatedly mentions the mystery,
a secret previously, which God only now makes
known through him.”

from the two” (Eph 2:15), the Body of Christ. This new man,
this new relationship, this new Church, the Body of Christ, is
the mystery.

God’s Truth Is for the Common People
As I have studied and taught God’s Word for thirty-three
years of ministry, I have become more convinced than ever
that a clear understanding of Scripture comes from studying
the timeless Word of Truth with an awareness of God’s unique
calling and revelation to the Apostle Paul. Apart from recognizing Paul’s distinctive role as the Apostle to the Gentiles and the
Body of Christ–something so apparent in the Mid-Acts dispensational approach to Scripture–I find that there are too many
unanswerable questions that leave many pastors and most of the
laity (which by the way is Latin for the common people of faith)
frustrated, confused and disheartened.
In Ephesians 3, Paul speaks of this unique revelation
where he repeatedly mentions the mystery, a secret previously,
which God only now makes known through him (3:3). It’s
important to note that this mystery “from the beginning of the
ages has been hidden in God” (3:9, emphasis mine); in other
words, not revealed–not in the Old Testament Scriptures, not
in the Gospels nor anywhere else. It was a secret known only to
God. Yet when the proper time came, God revealed this secret
to Paul so that he would then make it known to us through his
inspired writings.
As Paul shared his testimony in Galatians, he emphasized that his message, “...is not according to man. For I neither
received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through
the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:11-12). Paul is emphasizing
that this is not something he is making up, he did not learn it
from the other Apostles nor any written or oral tradition. He
received his message by direct revelation from Jesus Christ, thus
making it the Word of God. It was a secret until Christ revealed it to Paul.
What exactly is the mystery? “To be specific, that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs [with Israel] and fellow members of
the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel” (Eph 3:6, NASB). Never before did such a
relationship exist between Israel and the Gentiles. This is a new
and unique relationship in which God makes “one new man

In fact, prior to the Body of Christ the people of Israel
are the only ones who are receiving spiritual blessings (Rom
9:4-5); as for Gentiles, they were “without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in
the world” (Eph 2:12). A Gentile could be saved before the
establishing of the Body of Christ, but only as a proselyte; the
only way he could approach the God of Israel was by coming
through the laws that God had given to Israel.
All of that has changed with this current dispensation of
grace, in which the mystery–what had previously been a secret,
known only to the Triune God–was now revealed and initiated
through Paul before he wrote his first epistle. This new program is distinct from God’s plan for the nation of Israel prior to
that moment (and the world through Israel); therefore it should
not surprise us that it is in Paul’s letters alone that we find
unique revelation for us today, regarding the doctrine, conduct
and destiny of the Church, the Body of Christ.
Clarity replaces confusion when the Scriptures are studied in light of the revelation given to the Apostle Paul. We are
able to gain insight into God’s character and learn from the Old
Testament without misapplying His promises for Israel to us today in the Body of Christ. We can appreciate Christ’s ministry
to Israel in the Gospels without confusing parables and prophecies with the Church. We have a fuller explanation of the work
of salvation through Christ’s death on the Cross in Paul’s letters. Joy rushes in where frustration once resided and we can
relax in God’s grace without struggling to fulfill the Law.

Purposefully Pursuing Plowboys
In recent months I have met a number of “plowboys”
who have experienced the joy of knowing God’s Word. Their
testimonies are exciting, like the family that was delivered from
a legalistic religious system as they came to understand the
See Why, continued on page 17
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“...when a more normal, human reaction would
have us imagine how to retaliate and inflict
greater pain upon the person we believe responsible for our pain....”

by Kenneth B. Kemper, President of Grace Bible College

Pow!

That really hurts. Someone you work
with, know or are related to, does
something to cause you pain. As you
think about it, you begin to churn inside because you realize
the other party did or said what they did knowing it would
somehow hurt you. But they did it anyway. I am feeling that
pain, just thinking about it. I find myself stopping everything
in those situations, closing my eyes and asking the Lord to help
me with the pain I’m feeling. I stop and ask God to help me
NOT do what I’m thinking of saying or doing to a person who
has intentionally hurt me.

The Forecast Calls for Windy Weather
We all get hurt. It is part of life. But sometimes pain
just hurts deeper than at other times, and usually, it is related
to how close our relationship is with the other person. To avoid
such pain is simply not possible and to deny that it happens

is to refuse to live in relationships with others. God designed
us for relationships and, in the practice of our relationships,
the best and worst about us (and others!) becomes exposed,
which can lead to great joy or huge disappointment. There is
a proverb in the Swahili language which says, “In a forest the
tree branches rub against each other when the wind blows.” The
meaning is that life in community brings challenges and
“branches” will bump and even break when the winds of trials
blow. It is a normal part of life, a common experience.
You and I are challenged, even required, to respond well
and appropriately in those situations; even though a more normal, human reaction would have us imagine how to retaliate
and inflict greater pain upon the person we believe responsible
for our pain. Are you picturing someone right now... with
bamboo shoots shoved under their fingernails or accidentally
stubbing their toe... on a sleeping alligator... that awakens to
take a huge bite out of their posterior as they hop around on
one foot? (Don’t be surprised what you can dream up, because
Continued on page 4
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your unbridled imagination is just as capable and vivid as
mine!) That is our normal response. But how do we practice
grace and kindness in the midst of the anger and pain we feel
in such situations?

And We Think We’ve Been Wronged!
God gives us a wonderful example of this very human
situation in His Word. (It is incredible how relevant God’s
Word is to our everyday life.) In Scripture we not only have
instructions, but accounts of actual people–just like us–who,
although badly hurt by others, succeeded in practicing grace
and forgiveness; who we would have certainly given “a pass” to
respond normally. (There are plenty of examples in Scripture of
those who responded ungraciously as well.) In the last chapters
of the book of Genesis, there is much to learn from a young
man named Joseph, about how to respond with grace when
intentionally wronged. Joseph was mistreated by his older
brothers. They roughed him up and threw him in an empty
well because he was “daddy’s favorite.” He also told them his
outlandish dreams, insinuating he would rule over them. They
sold him to some travelers and he ended up in Egypt. He was
a slave for more than ten years in the house of an official and
in a large prison there. He was falsely accused by an immoral
woman, then forgotten while imprisoned. You can just imagine Joseph’s thoughts: “Come on! These guys are my flesh and
blood! But they sold me to foreigners without a care or concern
about what would happen to me–now that hurts!” I can easily
imagine vengeful thoughts passing through Joseph’s mind
during his many years of pain and imprisonment because of his
brothers’ actions.
And yet, in an amazing and God-ordained turn of events,
Joseph is elevated to a position of second in command over all
of Egypt after he interprets the troubling dreams of Pharaoh.
He finds himself in charge of Egypt’s food collection and
distribution during a widespread famine in the Middle East.
In his powerful position, Joseph one day finds himself face-toface with the same ten brothers who deliberately sold him into
slavery. After a series of events manipulated to test the hearts
of his brothers, Joseph reveals his true identity to them:
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all
his attendants and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my
presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made
himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that
the Egyptians heard him and Pharaoh’s household heard
about it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph.... But
his brothers were not able to answer him, because they
were terrified at his presence.”
Genesis 45:1-3
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“Admitting there was or is something wrong
allows forgiveness and grace to happen!”

Truly, this is one of the most emotional moments in all
of Scripture. Joseph lets out all his pain and anger, and his
brothers are filled with fear and remorse for what they did to
the one who now has the power of life and death over them–
what an incredibly powerful scene! Notice what happens next:
Joseph initiates the practice of forgiveness and grace by calling
them to come closer to him (when they all want to bolt for the
doors and never look back) and he says, “I am your brother
Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!” He begins by affirming
what all the brothers are thinking, that they did something
very bad to him. It is important for us to see that Joseph does
not ignore the wrongdoing; he acknowledges it rather than
explaining or rationalizing it away. Admitting there was or is
something wrong allows forgiveness and grace to happen!

The Take Away
Here is a life principle: When we explain away the
wrongs done to us or by us, we eliminate the need for grace and
forgiveness, thus denying God’s provision and empowerment
to work in supernatural ways through us and to us. Joseph
did not say, “I’m sure you didn’t mean to harm me” but rather,
“You intended to harm me….” (Gn 50:20). Facing the reality
of sin and pain allows God to step right into our lives and put
His grace where our pain is. Not dealing with a wrong and
its pain in reality denies an application of the cool, antiseptic,
healing balm of forgiveness. Ignoring a wrong is as useless as
a Band-Aid placed over a cut that is already infected; allowed
to continue untreated, the pain will worsen as the infection
spreads into the surrounding tissue.
Joseph deals head-on with the wrong done to him because he sees that God is bigger than the sin and wrong. “And
now,” he goes on to state in their emotionally packed encounter,
“do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for
selling me here,” mentioning the specific wrongdoing, “because
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you” (Gn 45:5).
Continued on page 5

“Not dealing with a wrong and its pain in reality denies an application of the cool, antiseptic,
healing balm of forgiveness.”

Continued from page 4

Yes, they were culpable for the wrong they did, but God turned
their wrong into an incredible right by Joseph’s response of
grace and forgiveness. Three times Joseph says, “But God sent
me here;” once even to those who sold him, “It was not you
who sent me here, but God” (Gn 45:5, 7, 8).
By allowing God to work on his heart and prepare him
to forgive his brothers, Joseph became a channel for God’s incredible provision and grace to not only himself, now in the position of “lord of all Egypt,” (v 9), but also to his entire family.
Joseph asks about his beloved father and gives orders to bring
him to Egypt so he can supply abundant grace for Jacob and
his entire household during the remaining five years of famine.
This is a response of intense faith and trust in God amidst the
most difficult of situations. For Joseph, it took trusting God
and seeing His plan despite human failings. He didn’t, like so
many people do, make excuses why God no longer loves them
because their lives have “gone south.” God faithfully worked
through this young man.
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A few years later, when Joseph’s father died, his brothers
showed they still felt the guilt of their actions as they sought
to deceive him, claiming their father had pronounced a truce
between them. The Scriptures record, “When their message
came to him, Joseph wept” (Gn 50:17). He had already faced
head-on years earlier the wrong done to him and painfully
repeats to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your
children. And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them”
(Gn 50:20-21).
Wow! That is grace. That is forgiveness; the humility to
deal with the really ugly stuff of life–those years of prison, false
accusations and the pain of betrayal by his own family. And
through it all, Joseph sees God’s plan to save. Can you relate
See Alligators, continued on page 17

Introduction by Dr. Sam Vinton, Jr., Executive Director of Grace Ministries International

Chuck Befus and group crossing the river en route to the
Talamanca mountains in Costa Rica.

I

n late January 2012 the new grace church plant in Alajuela,
Costa Rica, sponsored its first missions trip to the indigenous
Bribri people of the Talamanca mountains in southeast Costa
Rica. Twenty-six people worked together alongside the whole
church to raise funds and gather medicines, school supplies and
many other items useful for the village people of Soki. After
traveling six hours in a packed bus and one pickup truck, the
team arrived at a river where they left their vehicles and crossed to
the other side in long, narrow pangas (a canoe chiseled from one
tree). Then they travelled another fourteen miles in another open
truck to a place the Soki villagers arranged to meet them for two
days of meetings. Chuck Befus, GMI missionary to Costa Rica,
remarked, “The two days together opened our eyes to the need
for us starting a ‘mission field’ in our own country. Seeing the
excitement of this mountain village, and their eagerness and hunger
to learn, has given us a desire to make Talamanca another area of
mission work for our church. We are excited and watching to see
where God will now lead us with the Bribri people.”
The following testimonies are from several of those who
took part in the trip:
“Our missionary trip to Talamanca was a wonderful experience, but I have to admit that I had many doubts and
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fears about joining this mission team. This challenge to
commit myself to bring the gospel to the remotest area of
Costa Rica caused me to ‘leave my comfort zone,’ something I have seldom done in any other situation in my life.”
Ana Vergas, married to Abel and mother of three

“This mission trip meant something entirely different to
me from when I previously visited the area to bring only
nutrition information and teaching. This time we brought
the message of the Gospel and men, women and children
were so receptive–especially the men who showed their
desire for themselves and their children to be guided in
their spiritual lives.”
Abel Cruz, married to Ana and father of three

“I had been to Talamanca on three other occasions before
but not like this time. Why? Because this time we were
going to serve the Lord, we were missionaries! What
amazed me the most was how hungry these people were
to hear about the Lord that not only did they walk two

1011 Aldon St. SW, P.O. Box 9405, Grand Rapids, MI 49509; Phone: 616-241-5666, Fax: 616-538-0599; E-mail: gmi@gracem.org

hours on a Saturday, but they decided to return to listen
on Sunday also. All came back–women, children and
EVEN THE MEN! who are very chauvinistic in this
area. The men were so fascinated with the teachings,
activities, dramatizations that were done that they
invited us to come again but next time to their village!
Hopefully this will an ongoing process and many more
trips will be made in the future.”
Adriana Hidalgo Duran, English school teacher

date to come around. I took that week off from work
as my vacation time. In truth, the trip was grand. I
had never before experienced anything like this in my
life. It helped me to see how in our everyday living we
worry about things that are not important at all. This
trip helped me to get to know the other members of the
church and feel more as part of a family that we are. It
filled me with such satisfaction because we were a team
that God used. I thank God that I could serve these
people who came with such desires and love to listen
to the Word of God.”
Geraldo, new believer in Christ

“Often when we go on a mission trip we forget two
crucial questions: ‘What is my purpose and what does
God want to teach me?’ These questions came to my
mind before and after this mission trip to Talamanca.
I am a doctor and I thought my purpose, of course, was
to try and keep everybody healthy and help in case of an
emergency. But God had another purpose for me. God
knows what I can do and what He is asking me is, ‘Are
you willing to do it?’ So I Iearned to have a sensitive
heart to listen to God and say to Him, ‘I’m here God,
use me in any possible way that will glorify your name.’
And this is the attitude that God wants me to have
every day, not just on a mission trip. The other thing
I learned is that I’m the type of person that likes to see
everything well organized and planned. On this trip
God taught me that being worried about ‘little details’
caused me to forget the main purpose of being there.
So I decided to stop looking for the ‘imperfections’
and start looking for the good things we’re doing as a
team. By doing this I found myself seeing the blessings
that God had for me in every detail during this trip.
What a joy it was to share God’s Word with the people
of Talamanca.”
Maria Esther Quesada, doctor and Caleb Befus’ brideto-be on May 17

Bribri children posing with their supplies.
From Wikipedia.org:
The Bribri people live in the mountains and islands of southern
Costa Rica and northern Panama both on reservations and nonprotected areas.
The Bribri social structure is organized in clans. Each clan is
composed of an extended family. The clan system is matrilineal, that
is, a child’s clan is determined by the clan his or her mother belongs to.
This gives women a very important place in Bribri society since they
are the only ones that can inherit land and prepare the sacred cacao
drink that is essential for their rituals. Men’s roles are defined by their
clan, and often are exclusive for men.

“As a young man who had trusted Christ as my Savior
in August 2011 at Grace Bible Church in Alajuela, when
I heard about the planned mission trip to Talamanca
in January 2012, I didn’t know how I could help because I had just come to know God and therefore felt I
couldn’t serve Him yet because of how little I knew. But
I found out that each of us had a function and I began
to see that even in my work place I could get people
involved by getting school supplies for the children of
Talamanca and by getting medicines from the hospital
where I used to work. And within a month I could see
how God was working in me and even the people with
whom I worked. I was so excited for the January 26

Cacao, as in most of the indigenous groups in southern Costa
Rica and northern Panama, has a special significance in Bribri
culture. Currently there exist several Bribri women’s associations that
produce organic, handmade chocolate that helps them in their livelihoods. Agriculture is the main activity of the Bribri. The Bribri are
isolated, and have developed an extensive bartering system. One small
group of Bribri, who live in the community called Kekoldi, only has
about 200 people. The Kekoldi have maintained their own culture.
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by Pastor Jim Shemaria, Berean Bible Church, Shoreline, Washington

O

ne favorite Christian hymn that has brought
encouragement to so many throughout the years
is Great Is Thy Faithfulness, based on the poems
of T.O. Chisholm and sung by George Beverly
Shea regularly for the early Billy Graham crusades, becoming a
standard in our English-speaking churches. This hymn actually is based on the Scriptures, from Lamentations 2:22-23: “It
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness” (KJV). Truly, we are grateful that God is faithful
to His promises as revealed to us and likewise, all people of
God throughout the dispensations and ages have clung to His
promises– especially in times of stress and difficulty (just like
Jeremiah the prophet claims in Lamentations).
Stop and consider for a moment what it would be like if
our God were not faithful, if He were not dependable. What
if you didn’t know for sure He would honor His promises and
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His word? What if our God was fickle like the mythical gods
of antiquity that are presented from so many historical writings? Where would you find your assurance in great times of
need; could we honestly sing together, “Great is thy Faithfulness, O God our Father, there is no shadow of turning with
thee”? Thankfully, we can sing this song with full assurance
because the principles taught are based fully on the revelation
given to us through the Word of God, the Bible. Our God is
fully faithful to His Word and to His promises.

Stating the Obvious Because God Is Faithful
What does this have to do with the topic for this article,
“Why is Mid-Acts Dispensationalism important to me?” The
Mid-Acts understanding of dispensational theology is very important, because through it we observe the faithfulness of God

“The Mid-Acts understanding of dispensational theology is very
important, because through it we observe the faithfulness of God at
work in His progressive unfolding plan of redemption.”
at work in His progressive unfolding plan of redemption. God
is not only faithful to us, the Church (the Body of Christ), He
must and will be faithful as well to fulfill the promises made to
His chosen people, the nation of Israel, exactly and completely
as He revealed them through their prophets.
The first of their prophets, Moses, spoke these words,
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
among your own brothers. You must listen to him” (Dt 18:15).
God promised to send a special prophet, who we see later to
clearly be the promised Messiah who will reign on the throne
of David during Israel’s promised Messianic Kingdom (Is 9:67, 11:1-16; Jer 33:14-18; Zec 14:4-5, 16-17; Dn 7:13-14, just to
name a few).
Our Lord Jesus Christ came to earth clearly as the
promised Messiah, demonstrating by His words and miracles
that He was the Son of God. Yet, the leaders of the nation of
Israel persisted in rejecting Him and according to the plan of
God (Acts 2:23), Christ was sacrificed on the cross for the sins
of humanity. God was fully faithful to His word; He did send
the promised One as foretold in the Scriptures. We know that
it was the plan from eternity past that the Christ would die
and thus, it had to take place (Gn 3:15; Ps 16:10, 11; Is 53:4-6,
Lk 24:27, etc.). What the Mid-Acts understanding of God’s
Word clarifies, is that God was also faithful to His promises by
offering the glorious Kingdom through the nation of Israel and
we see this unfold during the first eight chapters of the book of
Acts.
Consider the words of Peter on the day of Pentecost as
he quoted the prophet Joel, “...the sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the great
and glorious day of the Lord” (Acts 2:20). If you were a first
century Jew in Jerusalem at that time and in that context, what
would you assume Peter was speaking of? Surely they understood he was speaking of the predicted time of Tribulation as
spoken of by Daniel and then subsequently the Messianic
Kingdom. In Acts 3, the Apostle Peter stated “Repent, then,
and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that
times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may
send the Christ, who has been appointed for you–even Jesus”
(3:19; 20-26). This could be no other revelation but that God,
in His faithfulness to His word, was offering Israel restoration
and an opportunity to receive their role in the administration of

the Messianic Kingdom. This was why there was the unusual
practice of selling lands and bringing the money to the Apostles
for the care of the Jewish believers; also, the amazing signs and
miracles, the washings of repentance that were consistent with
Jewish practice–all support the bona fide offer of the Messianic
Kingdom to Israel, according to His faithful word.

Stating the Not-So-Obvious Because God Is Faithful
As Mid-Acts Dispensationalists we see that this is God’s
appeal to the nation of Israel to fulfill what had been promised
to them–and to the entire world through a restored Israel. We
believe–rather than the Church, the Body of Christ having its
genesis at Pentecost in Acts 2–that we have in fact the fulfillment of the Messianic offer to Israel, which could only now
be fully extended and accepted by a willing, believing nation,
because the Lord Jesus had to first die and rise from the dead
(i.a. the blood of the New Covenant). While the “Christian
Faith,” we could say, had its origins with Christ’s resurrection,
we see the unique application of God’s redemptive plan in the
first part of Acts within the context of Israel’s proffered Messianic Kingdom. God was faithful to His word and presented
the long expected Kingdom and the return of the King if they
would but receive Him.
In the early chapters of Acts, Luke records the proffering of the Messianic Kingdom. We see the acceptance of it by
thousands (Acts 2:32) of people throughout Israel, but at the
same time we see the continual rejection by the leaders of the
nation. Our Lord acknowledged the authority of those who
“sit in Moses’ seat” (Mt 23:1-3) and–even while some of them
accepted Christ as Lord–the majority refused and, in their role
as leaders on behalf of the nation, they rejected the Kingdom
offer. We see the culmination of this rejection recorded in
Acts 7 with the account of the stoning of Stephen who clearly
reviewed the history of their leaders’ rejection, and they clearly
refused once again the promised Kingdom. The offer was
withdrawn (temporarily) as God was about to unveil something
never before prophesied. Even with this change, as dispensationalists, we believe that God will remain faithful to His
promise and Israel will experience the wonderful role of administration of God’s earthly Kingdom when the King returns
See Faithfulness, continued on page 10
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“This previously unprophesied entity, the Body of Christ, the new humanity, is the dispensation that
is fully in operation with the raising up of Paul and continues to the present time.”
Faithfulness, continued from page 9

and sits on the throne of David. At that time God will see to
the acceptance of the Kingdom as He establishes the promised
“New Covenant with the household of Israel” (Jer 31:31-40).

Faithful to His Redemptive Plan, God Reveals the Mystery
God was also faithful to His own plan of redemption,
which He chose not to reveal until the raising up of the Apostle
Paul, to take to the Gentiles the message of salvation by grace
apart from any works of the Law. With the rejection of the
Messiah and His Kingdom by Israel, Paul was called to bring
the message of a new work of God, the Church, the Body of
Christ, neither “spiritualized Israel” nor a continuation of the
Kingdom offer of early Acts. Instead, God revealed something
new, “the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the
Spirit” (Eph 3:5). Paul went on to clearly define what the word
mystery meant in the context of Ephesians, “...that the Gentiles
are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body...”
(3:6), and in the previous chapter he stated, “His purpose was
to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making
peace...” (2:15). This previously unprophesied entity, the Body
of Christ, the new humanity, is the dispensation that is fully
in operation with the raising up of Paul and continues to the
present time.

A Transition Softened by Our Faithful God
As Mid-Acts Dispensationalists we also emphasize the
transitional nature of the book of Acts, as the Body of Christ
ministry grows and spreads throughout the known world of the
early believers and we observe the interrupting of one program
and the establishing of one that is new. Even the gradation
between programs is clear evidence of God’s faithfulness, mercy
and grace. He could have simply “dropped the curtain” with
Paul’s Damascus road conversion and “shut the door” on all
that had gone before with respect to Israel during early Acts.
Instead, although the new dispensation has certainly had its
beginning with Paul, in His graciousness and compassion,
the elements so consistent with Christian Judaism during the
first century–water washing of purification, kosher food laws,
liturgies, signs and miracles, etc.–were gradually phased out as
Jews were given opportunity to embrace the new work of God
evidenced in the Body of Christ message of Paul.
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It is very difficult for the modern reader to enter into the
context of the first century Jew and appreciate from his vantage
the drastic change, where pagan Gentiles are welcome on equal
basis with careful law-abiding Jews into this new entity, the
Body of Christ. These tensions were obvious with the account of
the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 and Peter and Paul’s encounter
as recorded in Galatians 2. The reality is that Jew and Gentile
are equally welcomed into this new Body of Christ through
faith in the finished work of Christ, the same message of grace
which we preach today.

God’s Faithfulness Assures Us All His Promises Will Be Kept
Great indeed is God’s faithfulness as we proclaim the
message of the grace of God to all people, all nations. Great
indeed is God’s faithfulness as we proclaim that the Bible
teaches He still has a plan for ethnic Israel, a plan to bring the
promised Kingdom to this world, for this world, and that His
unfolding plan of redemption will reach fulfillment according
to His faithful words as found in the Bible. In this year that
the GGF leadership has called us to faithfully read the Word,
and to apply His Word, we give thanks that we serve a God
who is fully faithful: “Great is His Faithfulness.” We are so
blessed to know that we can count on God being true to His
word and fulfillment of His promises. Promises such as the
marvelous truth of eternal security; of God’s provision and care
each day; of His perfect will in our lives; the coming resurrection; and victory over sin and death. Our God will never leave
us nor forsake us for He will be true to His word as revealed to
us through the Scriptures. The Mid-Acts Dispensational Theology that we teach is both a positive and encouraging message
offered to all by the grace of God. In true humility and grace
we will continue to teach and share it and see men and women,
young and old, come to a saving knowledge of our Lord and
grow in Him.
Note: All Scripture references from the NIV unless
otherwise annotated. Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960),
from Franklin, Kentucky, was a school teacher, newspaper
editor, insurance salesman, preacher, author and poet. He
published over 800 poems, some becoming cherished Hymns
of the Christian Faith: Great Is Thy Faithfulness, Christ Is Risen
from the Dead, He Was Wounded for Our Transgressions, Living
for Jesus, A New Creature, Only in Thee, What Would We Do
Without Jesus? to name just a few.
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by Pastor Scott Myers, Northwest Bible Church, Enumclaw, Washington

D

o you consider yourself a spiritual person? Probably…
most folks who call themselves Christians do. But
for a follower of Christ, what does that mean? Does
spiritual growth only consist of learning certain principles or
precepts from the Bible or does it include much more? When
you think of someone as spiritually mature, what does that
“look” like? Do you have a clear picture in your mind of what
would be changing if spiritual transformation were happening
in your life?

This past month my youngest son got married, which
was a wonderful celebration for our two families. But the
reality is, he took upon himself the responsibility of being
Spiritual Leader of a new family. That is going to take a sizable
helping of spiritual maturity, of being willing to step up to a
specific calling, one the Bible clearly indicates is his as head of
household. No longer living under the spiritual leadership and
authority of his earthly father (me), now he must fulfill expectations of his heavenly Father, under the direct authority of Jesus
Christ and His Word.
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Certainly, that takes a measure of understanding of biblical values and virtues. Everyone should agree however, that it
takes more than simply knowing about those values and virtues;
it takes wisdom to implement them in daily life. Fortunately,
there are some foundational truths that can put us in a frame of
mind so that we are ready for God’s work of spiritual transformation (Phil 1:6).
Let me give you a list of ten core values, learned from
some mentors, that have provided me a working understanding
of the kind of spiritual transformation God desires for our lives.
#1 – Spiritual transformation is essential, not
optional, for followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
From the moment of our conversion, when we are saved
by God’s grace, His desire is that we grow spiritually (Eph 4:15;
Col 2:19; 2 Pt 3:18). When a baby is born it starts to grow–at
an alarming rate! But if the baby does not develop, we get help
from specialists because the natural order of things is to have

growth. This is also true spiritually… transformation is essential; it is normative.
#2 – Spiritual transformation is a process, not an
event.
The apostle Paul uses interesting wording when he refers
to our salvation: “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure” (Phil 2:12-13, NKJV). Work out is the language
of process, and it is not left to us to figure out (which leads us to
the next core value).
#3 – Spiritual transformation is God’s work, but
requires my participation.
If we knew the original language (and I don’t, I rely on
those who do), we would notice that how Paul tells us to “work
out your own salvation” is actually a passive verb, which means
that it is something that we allow or submit to. Also, Paul uses
an active verb to state that “it is God who works in you,” which
means it is something that God does! So our ongoing transformation is God’s work that we should allow with “fear and
trembling” (awestruck and amazed by God’s work in us). And
how do we do that?
#4 – Spiritual transformation involves practice,
experiences, and relationships that help us live intimately
with the Lord Jesus Christ, actively living as if He were in
my place.
Practice, experiences, etc., includes Bible study, prayer,
meditation, solitude and silence, church attendance, life-on-life
ministry–where we dialogue with other believers about what
they are learning, sharpening one another as to the application
of biblical truth.
#5 – Spiritual transformation is not a compartmentalized pursuit; God is not interested in my spiritual life…
He is interested in all of my life–24/7/365.

For far too long we have segmented life into the sacred
and the secular! For the Christian there is no such division…
everything is spiritual! Our family life, our work life, our recreational life, our physical health, our ongoing learning, all of it is
important to our Lord, all of it is under His sovereign Lordship,
and He is at work in every area of our lives, transforming it all!
#6 – Spiritual transformation can happen at any and
in every moment.
It is not restricted to certain times or places. Just this
morning, I was driving my older son to the airport. We were
talking about some ongoing discussions he was having with
friends of his. Passing time. He made a remarkable statement
that–out of nowhere–connected like a slap across the face…
whack, a moment of insight, driving along a stretch of freeway.
Time is too precious to be wasted; the Lord can take a seemingly routine everyday event and electrify it with life changing
transformation.
#7 – Spiritual transformation is not individualistic;
it also takes place in community as we actively serve others.
One obvious truth from Pauline writings is that we are
to live in community (the Body of Christ) and it is within this
divine community, under our Head, that we grow! “So God
has put the body together in such a way that extra honor and
care are given to those parts that have less dignity. This makes
for harmony among the members, so that all the members
care for each other equally. If one part suffers, all the parts
suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are
glad” (1 Cor 12:24-26, NLT).
#8 – Spiritual transformation is not limited by a
person’s background, temperament, life situation, or season
of life.
God’s glory and grace is magnified by using persons the
majority of humanity would consider unqualified. What is so
amazing about the community of believers is that there is unity
and profound diversity within the Body of Christ; God’s spiritual transformation is available immediately to all who desire to
grow.
See Transformation, continued on page 17

“So our ongoing transformation is God’s work that we should allow with ‘ fear and
trembling’ (awestruck and amazed by God’s work in us).”
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The following column is an excerpt from an article contained in Pastor Charles Baker’s Eternal
Life Insurance series. This one appeared in his
Biblegram dated July-August, 1945. It is published here with minor changes in format and
spelling for the consideration of today’s reader.
Pastor Baker (1905-1994) was a founding member of GGF, president of Grace Bible College
(Milwaukee Bible Institute), and long time editor
for Truth Magazine.

by Pastor Charles F. Baker

T

here is a sense in which every believer can say: “I was
saved as a past fact; I am being saved as a present experience; and I will as yet be saved at the glorious appearing
of Jesus Christ.” All three of these truths must be included in the
Scriptural doctrine of salvation. Most Christians, sad to say, seem
to be acquainted with only one or two of these phases of salvation. There are those who seem to realize only the truth that they
were saved when they believed what Christ had done for them in
His death, and have never caught a vision of what it means to be
saved from the present power of sin in the daily life. Such persons
are poor testimonies to the Gospel and they provide a great deal
of ammunition for those who oppose the doctrine of Security. On
the other hand, this latter group usually have a very faulty appreciation of the work which Christ did for them, and can see salvation only in terms of present behavior. To them salvation is only
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a process, and no one can be absolutely sure about the outcome
until the process is ended. True Scriptural salvation includes all
three of these phases, which if not understood, will result either in
a defeated life or in a distorted doctrine.

Salvation as a Finished Fact
Most generally when we speak of a person being saved, we
mean that he has believed in the finished work of Christ, and has
thereby received the remission of the guilt and penalty of sin. The
penalty of sin is the eternal separation of the soul from God, and
among many other wonderful things the Gospel provides for the
complete obliteration of that penalty. In this sense a person is
just as much saved the moment he receives Christ as Saviour, as
one who had lived a perfect Christian life for one hundred years.
From this point of view, a person is either saved or lost. There is no
process connected with this phase of salvation. It is instantaneous.
It is a fact which the sinner can believe and must believe even before he has had an opportunity to perform one act as a Christian.
If death should come one second after a person had believed the
Gospel he would be just as much saved as was the Apostle Paul.
There are no degrees to this salvation. This aspect of salvation is
entirely judicial; that is, it is the act of God in declaring the sinner
justified. It is not a question here of our manner of life, but of
judicial standing before God. Our behavior as Christians cannot
affect that standing, although as has been adequately pointed out
already, it does completely affect our rewards and our enjoyment
of salvation.
A few verses which speak of salvation as a finished fact:
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” (Ti 3:5); “Who hath saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began.” (2 Tm 1:9); and “For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph 2:8). The first verse
has saved in the aorist tense, and the last two in the perfect tense,
both tenses indicating a past, finished action.

Salvation as a Present Experience
Paul said, “...work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of His good pleasure” (Phil 2:12,13). He was referring to
present tense salvation: putting into effect in actual, everyday life
the power which is available in the Gospel. God works in us the
once-for-all, finished salvation which makes us His children,
which gives us the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, and

“No two Christians work out their salvation to the same degree, and it might be safe to
say that very few, if any, have ever worked it out to perfection, but this fact in no way
affects our possession of eternal salvation.”

which fits us for every conceivable experience in the human life;
and then we are called upon to work it out in a practical, Christian life. No two Christians work out their salvation to the same
degree, and it might be safe to say that very few, if any, have ever
worked it out to perfection, but this fact in no way affects our possession of eternal salvation.
Whereas our salvation from the guilt and penalty of sin is
instantaneous and complete the moment we believe, our salvation from the power of sin is a lifelong process, and its completeness depends upon our degree of yielding to the Spirit of God in
reckoning ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God (Rom 6:11). It is thus a great mistake to consider this phase
of salvation apart from its other aspects, and to suppose that a
person is lost because he is experiencing less or little of the actual
deliverance from the power of sin. Indeed, if this were the basis
for eternal salvation, one would have to be sinlessly perfect every
moment of his whole Christian life in order to gain heaven. The
very fact that the Bible anticipates the Christian’s sins and failures
and has made provision for them is proof enough that eternal life
does not depend upon our manner of life (e.g. 1 Jn 1:9; 2:1). There
are good, bad, and in-between Christians, just as there are often
the same classes of children in a human family. Their birth and
not their behavior made them children–but their behavior is a
most important matter. God says that if our earthly fathers corrected us, how much more will He chasten His own children. If
a person claims to be a Christian and is living a carnal, sinful life,
he will be chastened of the Lord if he is really saved, but if he be
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then he is proved
to be not a real son, but a mere pretender (Heb 12:8).

Salvation as a Yet Future Fulfillment
“For now is our salvation nearer than when we believed”
(Rom 13:11b, emphasis added). “We shall be saved from wrath
through him” (Rom 5:9b, emphasis added). Such verses as these
point to a future fulfillment in our salvation. This will take place
at the coming of Christ for His Church, and will be a salvation
from the presence of sin.

The resurrection body will not be a soul-like or natural
body, as we have at present, but will be a spiritual body, containing no principle of sin whatsoever. When this salvation (which
of course is the final fulfillment of the once-for-all salvation we
received when we believed) is accomplished we will be perfect and
complete, conformed to the very image of Christ. We are called
upon now to live blameless lives in present tense salvation, but
we will be presented faultless before the throne of His glory in
that future tense salvation. One who has a proper understanding
of these three tenses of salvation will be safeguarded from many
blunders in doctrinal interpretation.

Forgiveness Only a Part of Salvation
Many Christians think of salvation merely as having one’s
sins forgiven. People often testify that God forgave them at such
and such a time when they received Christ as Saviour. What
they mean is that God saved them at that time; for the Scriptures
make it plain that forgiveness of sins is just a small part of the
entire work of salvation. There are over two dozen distinct things,
besides forgiveness, which God does for the sinner the moment
he believes the Gospel and thus accepts Christ. Now it should be
evident that when a Christian sins, the only item involved is that
of forgiveness: the many other things which the believer received
in salvation have not been affected in the slightest by his sin.
No wonder, then, that untaught Christians who think of
salvation only as the forgiveness of sins suppose that commission of sin after believing will forfeit one’s salvation. Not only is
forgiveness the only element of our salvation which is brought into
question by our sins, but we must carefully distinguish between
the once-for-all and eternally abiding judicial forgiveness of sins
(Col 2:13), and the often repeated parental forgiveness within
the family of God (1 Jn 1:9). The first takes place when we are
saved and includes every sin we ever have or ever will commit
and results in the taking away of the penalty of sin. The second
See Salvation, continued on page 18

“...our salvation from the power of sin is a lifelong process.... It is thus a great mistake to consider
this phase of salvation apart from its other aspects, and to suppose that a person is lost because he is
experiencing less or little of the actual deliverance from the power of sin.”
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by Ed Jeude

H

ave you ever taken a good look at train wheels? Each
wheel has a flange, which is comparatively thin, and only
has a slightly larger diameter than the part of the wheel
rolling in contact with the track surface. The weight of the flange
is only about 2% of the total wheel weight, and yet the wheel
couldn’t function without it. The flange keeps the wheel from
running off of the track during a turn. By almost universal agreement, the flange is placed on the inboard side of the wheel for
reduced exposure to damage and several other reasons.
The tracks themselves are designed to receive vertical loads
from the wheels–that’s fairly obvious–but also horizontal loads
that attempt to push the rails apart when rocking trains, trains
on slopes and curves pass by; loads that are in turn resisted by the
wheel flanges. Anybody who has lived or worked near train tracks
knows the unmistakable “skreeee--skreeee” of train wheels–even
during slow turns.
Many places in the Old Testament, God told his people not
to turn to the right or to the left as they went about implementing
His instructions. When they didn’t obey, they got “off the track”
and were in trouble. Then God would send a judge, a prophet,
a king, or an enemy nation... something to counter Israel’s resistance and keep them or get them back “on track.” The record of
Scripture shows God dealing with His stiff-necked people every
few years.
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We can compare a train wheel’s flanges and train tracks
to God’s laws, guides, judgements or even boundaries. Think of
Israel as the train. On a straight, even grade, flanges encounter
zero resistance and function without friction, heat or even extra
noise. The train moves along the tracks without a hint of trouble.
However, alter the grade from level, encounter a turn, or just shift
the load and the train will “want” to get off the track. Even the
most imperceptible deviation by the train causes wheel flanges
to rub up against the tracks, heating up and screaming out their
“skree-skree” objection, all the while performing as designed to
keep the train on track.
Even as a track designer knows and plans for the loads
affecting a train’s progress along the rails, so too, the God who
designed us knows Satan would have us leaving the “tracks” and
has allowed for his influence. Also, there are influences “...in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, [which are] not from the Father…” (1 Jn 2:16
NASB), and capable of derailing us. But we know from Paul who
“finished the course” (2 Tm 4:7 NASB) without getting derailed,
that by God’s grace, we can too. Ride the rails, Paul tells us: “But
I say, walk [stay on track] by the Spirit and you will not carry out
the desire of the flesh” (Gal 5:16 NASB). All aboard!

Transformation, continued from page 13

Why, continued from page 17

#9 – Spiritual transformation will vary from one person
to the next.

message of grace. They were rejoicing in their newfound freedom
in Christ as the yoke of bondage had been lifted. This family was
thankful that someone had opened the Scriptures so they could
know God’s truth for today.

Fully devoted followers are handcrafted by God, not massproduced. We are called God’s masterpiece created in Christ Jesus
for His purposes (Eph 2:10). God is not in a hurry! Sometimes
it takes time for the Divine Sculptor to craft His work of art; and
we must be patient with His process. Transformation cannot be
hurried!
#10 – Spiritual transformation is ultimately gauged by
the increased capacity to love God and the people He has put
in our path.
When the Lord Jesus was asked which commandment was
the greatest, He said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind” (Lk 10:27), and then He told us what that looks like:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” That is basically, exactly what
the apostle Paul said in Philippians, that we should have the same
attitude as Christ Jesus who willingly considered others needs as
more significant than His own!
So as the Lord transforms you, be a good “living sacrifice” and
stay on the altar! Allow Him to do the work in your life that He
promises to do! Live out a life of worship by living in submission
to the ongoing soul-surgery He is performing.
While the process of spiritual transformation is mysterious,
the evidence is obvious in the choices we make on a daily basis,
demonstrating the Spirit’s desire to leave a godly legacy through
our lives.

A couple from Florida shared with me how they sought out
pastors and priests to help alleviate their fears about prophecy and
troubling world events. Nobody had an answer until they were
shown the distinction between God’s plans for Israel and for the
Church. Now they are resting in God’s grace and sharing the
gospel with others. They are thankful that someone opened the
Scriptures so they could know God’s truth for today.
There are dozens of others, like the gentleman who told
of nearly giving up because of his frustration with seeming contradictions in the Bible. He had been told to not worry about
it, just accept the church’s teaching. Then someone helped him
understand the unique ministry of the Apostle Paul and now, for
the first time, he feels the Bible clearly makes sense. He and many
like him are thankful that someone opened the Scriptures so they
could know God’s truth for today.
Paul writes in Ephesians 3:8-9 that God’s grace was given
to him for a purpose, “That [he] should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is
the fellowship of the mystery…” (emphasis mine). Paul was driven
to open the eyes of everyone, even “the boy that drives the plow,”
so that all might have a clear understanding of God’s Word according to the revelation of God’s mystery entrusted to him for
us. Personally and for our local churches too, why should we be
any less dedicated today? God has given us a precious treasure,
the timeless Word of Truth. Read it. Know it. Live it. And
share it!
Note: All Scripture references are NKJV unless otherwise
annotated.

Alligators, continued from page 5

at all to Joseph? Have you been hurt by people and felt that God
just wasn’t concerned about you? Take another look at Joseph
and recognize how God can work through the ugly wrong acts of
others to put us into new positions of influence. Did a wrong in
your past move you to a new place to impact others? Are you able
to speak to others who experience pain because you have received
grace? Can you let God’s grace flow through you to others who
have hurt you; never ignoring that wrong was done?
What would our families and churches look like if we all
responded to pain and hurt like Joseph did? I know that I need
to exercise that kind of grace and forgiveness. Can you imagine
the free flow of grace and how liberating it is compared to the
bondage of bitterness and hurt we think about? Grace–it really is
amazing. Let’s practice it indiscriminately!
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Salvation, continued from page 15

takes place when we, as children of God, confess any known sin
we have committed, and results in restoration to fellowship with
God.

Man’s Free Will
The so-called free will of man is often overestimated in
its power. Hence there are those who suppose that because man
possesses a free will, he can at any time will to reject Christ after
having received Him. It should be understood, however, that
man’s will never operates apart from outside influences. The
Scriptures plainly state that the unsaved have their wills under
the domination “...of the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph 2:2; cf.
2 Cor 4:4; 2 Tm 2:26). On the other hand, the will of the saved
person is under the power of the Spirit of God, “For it is God
which worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). And God who cannot lie has promised, “There
hath no temptation taken you but such is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor 10:13).

No one can deny that the Scriptures teach that God is
able to save, and that He is able to keep the saved one from falling (Rom 14:4; 2 Tm 1:12; Heb 7:25; Jude 24). The important
question is: Will God, who is able to keep His child from being
lost, exercise that power and actually keep him, or will He desert
him and permit Satan alone to influence his will? Will God, who
foreknew one as His child, who loved him enough to give His
Son to die for him, to seek him out and win him unto Himself, to
heap upon him the riches of His grace, now leave him in the lurch
and permit Satan to step in and undo all that God has done? We
need not resort to speculation on this most important question.
Romans 5:8-10 gives a positive answer:
But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being
now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life [His present advocacy
and intercession for us].
These two much mores, are God’s positive answer. Here we are
assured that if God will save a sinner upon the basis of the death
of Christ, He will much, much more keep that one saved from the
wrath to come by Christ’s ministry in resurrection life.

comments made about O’BOB 2012 (One
Book, One Body):

Region IV: Upper Midwest
Mark Matychuk & Les Takkinen

Greetings from Grace Bible
Church in sunny and warm West Allis,
Wisconsin! We are having an exceptional
end of winter and beginning of spring for
our area and we are delighted. We now
know what it is like to live in the southern
states of our country. We thank God for
the experience that we have had this year.

We are excited about what God is
doing in our church body and even beyond
our church body with the email devotionals around America. There are a number
of individuals who are reading a chapter a
day from their Bibles for spiritual edification and growth. There are people who
have been keeping up with those readings and getting a commentary on most
of those chapters (five days a week) and
enjoying the journey through the Bible.
There have been many comments
from within and from outside our church
body on what God is doing in their lives
and helping them to be touched by God’s
Word. Here is just a sampling of the many

“This program has been such a blessing.
Our family is reading God’s Word together
for the first time.”
“Thank you for all the hard work you put
into your devotionals with O’BOB every
day to keep us on track with our spiritual
walk.”
“We can hardly wait for morning to come
to see what the next chapter will be. Yes,
we find it exciting!”
“We are keeping up with the readings. It
is the first time I have ever done anything
like this. It is really fun!”
Continued top left of page 19
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Continued from bottom right of page 18

I could fill up this Truth magazine
with all the positive comments that I have
received since the beginning of January. May
you and your church grow as you have your
quiet times with the Savior. If you desire to
join us on receiving a list of chapters to be
read for the rest of this year and be put on the
daily devotional list, just email Pastor Les at
this address: pastorles@gbcwestallis.org and
I shall send them to you as soon as possible.
God’s Word is changing many lives
from the inside out (Heb 4:12). Minds are
being transformed (Rom 12:2). The messages that Pastor Randy and I have been
preaching each Sunday coincide with the
weekly readings and have made the Word
come alive for many of our church attendees.
We give all praise to HIM who has given
us HIS Word and allowed us to have it to
read daily!

Region V: Lower Midwest
Ed Jeude

On the first Sunday of each month,
St Louis Bible Fellowship now includes
a one-page calendar of church activities,
which can be posted in each home for daily
reference. It also lists special activities for
the following month. The Lester Family,
internationally known for their Gospel music, conducted a morning musical worship

service March 11, before a short sermon by
Pastor Rick Owsley entitled “Christ is coming. Are you ready?” Pastor Ricky Kurth of
Berean Bible Society was a guest speaker at
St Louis Bible recently and participated in
the ordination service for Antonio Sistelos,
PhD, President of St Louis Theological
Seminary. Its website, by the way, stlts.org,
came online in late March.
The St Louis area has a free, very
nice, religiously-based paper called,
MetroVoice, which accepts paid advertising
as well as articles written by local Pastors.
Rick Owsley and Ivan Burgener of Affton
Grace Bible Church have contributed.

Elated about HIM,
Pastor Les

Region VII: East
Cal Lowder

A concert at Grace Bible Class
Church in Passaic, NJ, Saturday night,
March 24, was the inspiration of Mark
Wright, associate pastor of that church,
and pastor of Grace Fellowship Church
of Midland Park, NJ. Pastor Mark wanted
to do a benefit concert for the ministries of
Grace Gospel Fellowship and Grace Ministries International because of the blessings
he has received from involvement with the
GGF and a mission trip with GMI (see
Autumn 2011 edition of TRUTH). Pastor
Mark was also concert program director
along with Assistant Music Director, Bruce
Lindsay. On keyboards was Mrs. Janice
Wright and on drums–nonstop for the
entire recital–was Bruce’s son, Kyle. The
church’s Pastor Bernard Durham gave the
welcome and invocation, and introduced
three special guests who extended greet-

Above photos; Top:“A Joyful Noise Gospel Jubilee,” featuring the Grace Bible Class
Church, begins; Bottom: (left to right) Pastors Mark Wright, Charley Young, Frosty
Hansen, Bernard Durham.
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ings–Pastor Charley Young, Eastport
Bible Church; Pastor Karl Records,
Preakness Bible Church; and Pastor
Frosty Hansen, GGF. Pastor Charley also
shared briefly about the ministry of GMI
and Frosty did the same regarding GGF.
The concert was called, “A Joyful
Noise Gospel Jubilee,” and was filled with
joyful Gospel Music. It featured the adult
choir of the Grace Bible Class Church
under Bruce Lindsay’s direction (son of
the late Pastor Berkley Lindsay), with
special numbers by three former members
of the church who are now ministering in
churches in other cities. It was powerful
and inspiring! The Lord ministered to
hearts through the words of the music and
the emotion with which it was performed.
It was an afternoon/evening (4:00 to
almost 7:30) filled with elation. A very
generous offering was taken for the two
featured ministries. The concert concluded
with final words and an invitation for
salvation by Frosty Hansen, and a closing
word of prayer.
After the concert everybody
adjourned to the church basement for a
delicious meal prepared by a special group
of women from the church. There were
250-300 in attendance for the concert and
most stayed for the dinner!
“What a blessing! I love the concept
of a concert,” Frosty Hansen said, “to
benefit these ministries. We were treated
with special honor; the Spirit of God was
present – encouraging and building up the
Body; the worship of Christ was central;
the fellowship was superb. I thank God
for the privilege of being a part of this
event and for Pastors Bernard Durham and
Mark Wright whose love for the GGF and
our ministry was very evident.”

Trent Boedicker
Region VIII: Ohio

Community Bible Church is celebrating 50 years of ministry in Tipp City,
OH. To mark this milestone, a celebration is planned for May 5-6 with a dinner,
special music, and former pastor, Mark
Matychuk as guest speaker. A video of
remembrances and personal testimonies
of some who have been affected by the
ministry will be shown and made available
as a keepsake. The church is rejoicing in
its history, but is also elated, trusting in
what God will do in the next 50 years and
filled with renewed commitment to preach
Christ in the power of Christ to present
everyone perfect in Christ (Col 1:27-29).
The Grace Singers from Grace Bible
College were an encouragement to the
church in March. Also, the Resurrection was a focus for a week at CBC, with
special gatherings for the Lord’s supper,
an evangelistic Resurrection egg hunt, an
early morning breakfast, and special music
and messages. He Lives!
Grace Community Church of
Grafton, OH just completed their second
annual conference known as “Matters
of the Heart.” This year’s theme was on
prayer (last year’s was missions). The conference covered Friday evening: “Young
at Heart,” the speaker spoke on Bold
Prayer; Saturday was about “Prayer of the
Heart,” with four different speakers. It
concluded on Sunday with a worship service in music, message and a special prayer
time.
Our church is also in the process of
a major shift in structure and in leadership
to be more biblical in order. The Pastor
preached a series of sermons on biblical
leadership to accompany the process of
change and transition. We are making
serious effort to be more deliberate about
going out to the community. Why? The
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community is not coming to us, as it is not
coming to many churches. It is up to us to
go out. We look forward to assistance in
the spring as we reach out and go out.
Grace Gospel Church in Ada, Ohio
has kept active these past few months. In
February we were encouraged by a visit
from Frosty and Cathy Hansen. It is always good to catch up and hear how the
Lord is working through the GGF, as well
as to be reminded that our little congregation is a part of something much bigger
than ourselves, the Body of Christ! A few
weeks later, we enjoyed hosting the Grace
Singers, and were blessed by their powerful
ministry in music. We were elated to see
so many in the congregation invite guests
to come out for the concert.
The end of March brought another wonderful year of Coached by Christ
to a close. This year our theme was “On
Fire for God,” and once a month we had a
special time when we sat around the fire
ring set up at the front of the church, dimming the lights, for a time of devotions
(note: it was a fake fire but we pretended
it was real just like at church camp). Each
week the children worked hard memorizing Scriptures, and we had a lot of fun
learning about Christ’s love for us. More
importantly, it was exciting to hear that
several of the children accepted Christ as
their Savior. Praise the Lord!
Disaster struck the community,
this spring, with a Methodist Church
down the alley from us catching fire. We
are thankful that no one was hurt, and the
preschool that was meeting in the basement of the church at the time was able to
get out as soon as smoke was detected. It
was, however, a tremendous loss for the
congregation, as well as the Ada community; their historic building was over 114
years old. We were able to join some of
the other area churches in sending a representative from our congregation to attend
their first service after the fire as a way of
showing our love and support.

Region X: Central Michigan
John Lowder

Greetings to all our brothers and
sisters in Christ from Grace Community
Church in Belmont, MI. We are loving
the warm weather here in Michigan and
looking forward to an early spring. Our
Foreign Missions Conference was March
23-25. More than a tradition, it was a
time for us to be challenged in our prayer
and financial support of those following
the Lord’s leading in their life to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Doug Hadley has become our parttime Youth Pastor. Doug has served the
Lord for many years as a pastor in our
fellowship of churches. Now he is focusing on ministering to youth, both within
the church and those in our community
with no church home. Through Lifeline
Ministries with Byron Olsen, Doug is sharing the Gospel and his life in reaching out
to a generation that needs the Lord. One

result of his leadership has been the first
Youth led Sunday morning worship service
at our church. It was such an inspiration
to the adults and younger children to see
the youth of our church leading in music,
Scripture reading, prayer and three sermonettes focused on God’s love for us in
Christ Jesus.
Here at Rush Creek Bible Church
of Byron Center, MI, we continue to thank
God for the Drop Zone ministry in which
100-120 students from the Byron Center
area have a safe place after school and a
Christian witness from the volunteers.
Every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon,
the campus is abuzz with middle schoolers.
What is so cool, is that about half our volunteers are retirement age (we also thank
God for great volunteers of college age,
and business people!). Our three-week
missions conference just concluded. It was
a powerful time as we heard from national
missions, international missionaries, Eldon
Porter (mission consultant), and three
teams from our church headed to shortterm mission endeavors this Summer.
We rejoice in what God is doing at
Frontline Bible Church, also in Byron
Center, and we are depending on Him to
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provide for the needs we have. First of all:
Huge thanks go out to Jill Anderson, our
youth director, for the great job she has
done while on staff. She is stepping down
at the end of May, and she is leaving a very
healthy ministry for our next youth director. We continue to look for a worship
coordinator as well. We praise the Lord
for how He’s providing financially for us
so that we can look for these staff positions
and help others along the way. We are still
partnering with Rush Creek Bible Church
to build a home for a widow and her family at our church. Our hope is that they
will be in the home by the end of May. It
looks beautiful, and it’s been a joy to see so
many volunteers stepping up to help. In
January we started a basic Dispensationalism class during our Bible Hour time and
were interested to see how it would be
received. It’s become the number one class
and the ones who especially love it are the
high schoolers, college students and our
newcomers. Thanks, Don Phillips for the
great job you’re doing in teaching it.
We pray that God richly blessed you
all in Christ Jesus as you celebrated the
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ over
the Easter Holiday.
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