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by Frosty Hansen
President of Grace Gospel Fellowship

by Frosty Hansen
President of Grace Gospel Fellowship
This summer Cathy and I attended a conference where over
half the attendees had no previous exposure to Grace Gospel
Fellowship. I was often asked, “What exactly is the GGF?” This
isn’t a new question for us. As we visit churches across the United
States we often encounter people who are newly learning of GGF
and have questions regarding our identity, purpose, and function.
Even some readers of Truth Magazine are only recently becoming
acquainted with our ministry. This article seeks to briefly address
some frequently asked questions.

“What is the Grace Gospel Fellowship?”
While it’s normal to think of GGF as an organization, it is
better understood as an association of people who share an understanding of God’s unique program for the Church, the Body of
Christ, in what the Bible refers to as this “dispensation (administration) of the grace of God” (Eph 3:2). Though God has always
been gracious in offering salvation to undeserving sinners, in this
present dispensation He has poured out the exceeding riches of
His grace on those who come to Christ through faith.
Distinct from God’s previously prophesied program with
Israel, His Church program was a mystery (had been kept secret)

known only to God until He revealed this plan to and through
the Apostle Paul. The GGF pastors and churches are committed
to teaching the entire Word of God from a dispensational perspective with an emphasis upon this unique revelation received by
Paul from the ascended Christ. We often refer to this unique body
of biblical truth for the Body of Christ as the Grace Message.
Through a common doctrinal position we form an interdependent Fellowship of individuals and churches. Our task as the
GGF is to make known this gospel of the grace of God. It is an
evangelistic message that reaches across racial, ethnic, social and
economic barriers as we invite others to know God’s saving grace
in Christ. It is a message that unites believers as we minister together for the health and growth of the Body. And it is a message
that unlocks the treasures of Scripture as we come to know the
unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph 3:8).

“You said GGF was founded in 1944. How did that come about?”
During the early decades of the last century a growing number of pastors and Bible teachers across the country were teaching
the Grace Message. Though an occasional Bible conference
brought some together, there was little pooling of efforts or
Continued on page 2

Page 1

“Our founding principles of providing fellowship, doctrinal integrity, and promoting the gospel of the grace of
God at home and overseas are fulfilled only as we join forces and serve together for the glory of God.”
Continued from page 1

avenues for fellowship. This began to change in 1939 when
Pastor J.C. O’Hair called for a meeting in Chicago in order to
form Worldwide Grace Testimony, a foreign mission board for
the support of missionaries who believed and taught the Grace
Message.
While those serving on the board of the mission would now
have a means for meeting together, other pastors still lacked opportunity for fellowship. To address this need, Pastor Herman Reich
hosted a conference of pastors and missionaries at his church in
Evansville, IN, September 11-13, 1944. This was the birth of
Grace Gospel Fellowship, founded “to provide a fellowship among
those who believe in the truths contained in the doctrinal statement, and to promote the gospel of the grace of God throughout
this land and throughout the world.”

“Your website lists several churches. Is GGF a denomination or are
the churches independent?”
It is true that churches associated with GGF are united with a
common theological position and purpose, but they do not form
a denomination. Our Grace churches are self-governed, call their
own pastors, are owners of their properties, and handle their own
affairs. Though GGF is very interested in the welfare and activities of each church, our involvement in the affairs of a church is
strictly by invitation from a church’s leadership.
At the same time, the Scriptures teach that no church or individual believer is truly independent. God formed the Church
to grow as one Body in Christ, “joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies” (Eph 4:16). Both spiritually and practically
we are to operate as interdependent members of the Body and as
interdependent churches. Thus, the important functions of GGF
are to bring churches together for growth and ministry, and to
assist each local church in fulfilling its purposes.
This interdependence is reflected in the GGF Mission Statement: Working Together to Advance the Grace of God and Impact the World for Christ. Our founding principles of providing
fellowship, doctrinal integrity, and promoting the gospel of the
grace of God at home and overseas are fulfilled only as we join
forces and serve together for the glory of God.
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“How does GGF assist a local church?”
Shortly after entering my position with GGF, I was contacted
by a church facing a leadership crisis that would eventually lead to
a split over doctrinal issues. In the ensuing months, GGF was able
to serve this congregation by sending me to meet with members
of the congregation, offer counsel, and continue to be a resource
as they worked through a difficult process. Other GGF churches
in the region began to reach out, providing needed pulpit supply
and encouragement before a new pastor arrived. This was a difficult time for that church, but God was glorified as they followed
biblical guidance.
The GGF ministers to local congregations in many other
ways. When a church has been without a pastor, GGF has assisted in the pastoral search process and then celebrated with the
congregation at an installation service. At times we have been
consulted for board development and conflict resolution. Of late,
through the giving and support of the GGF constituency, we have
paved parking lots, roofed church buildings, and provided disaster
relief following Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy.

“GGF talks about conferences. What are these about?”
The 1944 gathering in Evansville was the first annual GGF
conference. These gatherings began to draw dozens and then
hundreds of pastors and their congregants to study God’s Word
and enjoy fellowship with people from Grace churches across
the country. As this conference grew in size and scope, a special
spring conference for pastors and church leaders was added.
For years, our summer Family Bible Conference was known
as the GGF Convention, a name which conveyed the idea of business meetings and financial reports. Far from that perception, our
Family Bible Conference is centered on God’s Word with age-level
sessions for the entire family, fun activities, and wonderful fellowship. In recent years we have added two very popular features: the
Grace-In-Action service projects, through which we spend a half
day ministering in local communities; and a dynamic RPG (Radically Practicing Grace) program designed for teens.
See Questions, continued on page 14

by Ken B. Kemper
President of Grace Bible College

The Changing State of the Campus
In the last issue of Truth Magazine (Summer, Vol. 64, Is. 2),
I shared from the very first issue of Truth Magazine (May, 1950)
about the beginning of our College as Milwaukee Bible Institute
in 1939. The new Bible Institute grew quickly to over seventy
students necessitating relocation to buildings along State Street
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the institute became known by
the iconic Tower House profile at the new campus—featured for
several years on the cover of Truth Magazine. By the late 1950s
records show that just over five hundred students had enrolled
in the College during its first twenty years. Of those, 171 graduated from a three-year training curriculum aimed at vocational
ministry preparation.1 When a fourth year was added to the Bible
Institute curriculum in 1954, Milwaukee Bible Institute became
Milwaukee Bible College. The long-range goal of Charles F. Baker,
the first president, and Jack T. Dean, the second president, was
to provide a seminary or graduate school for the continuing education of Grace pastors and Christian workers (we will note more
about this in part three of this article, next issue).
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In 1959, the possibility of another move became inevitable.
Because of a tragic Chicago school fire, the Milwaukee Building
Inspection Department tightened its regulations, which meant
the College could no longer use the Fundamental Bible Church’s
basement for classrooms. New classroom space was needed, and
needed very quickly! By God’s providence, in January of 1960,
Concordia College (located just one block away) needed additional property and made an offer of $400,000 to purchase our
campus.2 The Board of the College accepted their offer, and
immediately began a search to relocate the campus by the end of
June, 1961.
Several places in Wisconsin were considered, including an old
YMCA building in Racine; a former mental hospital (that would
have made for lots of interesting comments!) in Waukesha; and a
resort hotel in Lake Geneva, as well as locations within Milwaukee.
Continued on page 4

Continued from page 3

In addition, Chicago and Grand Rapids were presented as possibilities. After a great deal of prayerful consideration, the College
purchased ten acres located two blocks from the Berean Bible
Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The property, purchased
for $24,000, was made ready for four buildings constructed and
landscaped by Lenger Construction Company at a total cost of
$450,000.3 The four original buildings included two residence
halls; O’Hair Hall, which housed the library, offices and classrooms; and Huston Hall, which provided a dining room/chapel
and a public lounge.
When the move occurred, the Board realized the name of
the College needed to be changed, and they selected the name,
Michigan Bible College. When the documents for a name change
were submitted to the State of Michigan, they were rejected because that name had already been registered. So, the name Grace
Bible College was suggested, and the College was incorporated
and registered under that entity. It is interesting to note that the
State of Michigan would not allow the College to offer a Bachelor
of Arts degree as had been allowed by Wisconsin, and so the degree had to be changed into a Bachelor of Religious Education.
Later on, a Bachelor of Science was added as well.

“During the late 1960s and 1970s, Dr. Dean led the
College through a time of growth and expansion as
the curriculum, faculty, and facilities grew. ”

Accreditation and Recognition
In 1965, President Baker requested a leave of absence to complete
the writing of his book, “A Dispensational Theology.” Dr. Jack Dean
was asked to serve as acting president. At the end of that year,
Dean was asked to become the president of the College. However,
he served a second year as acting president, later transitioning to
President in 1967. Mr. Baker continued teaching, and also did
more writing. His published works were important for the College, as they became strong academic works that promoted the
College’s distinctive doctrinal position of Grace Theology and
the unique nature of Paul’s revelation from the risen Christ to the
Church, the Body of Christ.
The College first submitted to outside accreditation in
1964. At that time, the American Association of Bible Colleges
(AABC)—now called the Association of Biblical Higher Education (ABHE)—affirmed Grace Bible College for its practices,
and approved the credibility of its academic quality and fiscal
integrity. The College has been reaffirmed every ten years since
1964, including the current process for reaffirmation for the sixth
time in our history! This is a great testimony to the quality of the
education offered at Grace Bible College and to its leadership.
During the late 1960s and 1970s, Dr. Dean led the College
through a time of growth and expansion as the curriculum,
faculty, and facilities grew. Dr. Dale DeWitt once commented

Upper: Milwaukee, State Street Campus with Tower House,
spring of 1950. Lower: Grand Rapids Campus, the admin bldg
and dining hall-public lounge in foreground, and one dorm
wing in upper left corner, circa 1970s.
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Above, left to right, Past College presidents: Charles F. Baker,
and Dr. Jack Dean.

“The 1980s and 1990s proved to be a challenging time
for Grace Bible College.”

to me that Dr. Dean had the “Midas touch” when it came to
raising funds for the College. Under his leadership, the College
expanded with intercollegiate athletic teams, and the addition
of several buildings, which improved the College’s facilities in a
tremendous way: The Bultema Memorial Library was opened in
1968; the Klein and Enslow Apartments were added by 1976; the
Aldrich Athletic Center was built in 1977; and finally, the Baker
Chapel was built and dedicated in 1980.4 Student body attendance reached a record high in the fall of 1979, with around 200
full-time students.5 College records indicated seventy new freshmen enrolled for the fall of 1979—a number which would not
be reached again for twenty-nine years. The Board of the College
had tremendous vision to bring the College so far in just over forty
years with a major location change in the middle of that time
period.
During those years and well into the 1980s many excellent
men and women taught at Grace Bible College and pursued advanced degrees in their areas of study. Dr. Jim Carlson taught
Pastoral Ministry; Dr. Dale DeWitt taught Bible, Biblical Theology
and Biblical languages; Dr. Sam Vinton, Jr. taught Missiology
and Systematic Theology; and Dr. Marlin Olson taught Christian
Education and Sociology. Most of these men also held vital administrative roles as well. Vern Stromberg, Mina DeWitt, and
Ron Denison prepared our musicians well, training ministers in
music, and traveling around the country with groups such as the
Grace Singers, Women’s Glee, and Men of Grace. These groups
represented Jesus Christ first, and also Grace Bible College. The
ministry of the College was also furthered by people such as Art
Anderson, Bob Marshall and Jim Molenkamp, who were prepared

Above, left to right, Past College presidents: Dr. Sam Vinton, Jr.,
and Bruce Kemper.
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by God to staff the business office (note: Beverly Wallace worked
with each of these men); and in the enrollment and student life
offices, Bill Rigg, John Spooner, Dick Walker, and others. Each
brought their own unique gifts and talents to impact the students
and progress of the College.
Under the guidance of the third president, Sam Vinton, Jr.,
in the 1980s the administration began the process of obtaining
regional accreditation with the North Central Association of
Schools and Colleges (now known as the Higher Learning Commission). Accreditation by this organization would enhance transferability of credit; overall quality of education; and increase credibility to other educational organizations. Grace Bible College was
led by Dr. Marlin Olson, serving as the Academic Dean, on this
journey toward regional accreditation, which was granted in 1990.
In the self-study for accreditation, the College tackled important
questions about the coherence of Biblical Studies with general
education and liberal arts. The resulting Biblical worldview, which
integrated God’s perspective with every subject taught at Grace,
allowed for all students to be competent ministers in the present
world. During this time, the College was challenged to articulate
clearly our Institutional Mission as well as the Educational Intent
of the College.

Shifting Values and Steering Currents
The 1980s and 1990s proved to be a challenging time for
Grace Bible College. Due to shifting values and changes within
our culture, the desire for a Bachelor of Religious Education degree
decreased. Students completed studies and found they needed
more education and possibly an additional degree to begin their
career if they were not entering full-time vocational ministry
(although at that time, many, if not most of them, were entering
ministry). This led to a steady decrease in enrollment, so that by
1990, when the College called upon Pastor Bruce Kemper to be
the fourth president, the student count had dipped below one
hundred students and severe reductions threatened the College’s
ability to keep its doors open. Dr. Vinton had been called to lead
Grace Ministries International, the same organization he and
wife Becky had served under for many years while in the Congo.
Upon President Bruce Kemper’s arrival, he sensed the urgency of
the matter at hand and put into motion an enlarged student recruitment plan. This plan was able to recover the ground lost over
the previous decade within three years and solidified the College’s
viability.6
Presidents Dean, Vinton, and Kemper had the demanding
task of setting a course for the College that would sustain its identity as a Bible College in the middle of a sea of changing cultural
Continued on page 15

by Jeremy Clark
Executive Director of Grace Ministries International
In missions, like the rest of ministry and life, we make
plans and set goals understanding those plans are often going to
change. Nevertheless, we make them so that we have direction,
purpose, and a road map towards achieving our goals.1 Perhaps
what is most surprising is when long-term plans work out fairly
close to how we thought they might.

At Present
Jeff and Sally Roth who served for eight years as missionaries to Zambia with Grace Ministries International, finished
language school in Costa Rica at the end of 2013, and moved to
Nicaragua to serve in this new field earlier this year (2014). We
are blessed as an organization to work with such a committed
couple who accomplished the difficult feat of transitioning from
one field on one continent with one language, to another field on
a different continent with another language. Their willingness to
learn, encouraging spirit, and love for people have been a perfect
complement to our Costa Rican, GMI Associate Missionaries

Emiliano and Raquel Seravalli. These four missionaries comprise
the GMI team sharing God’s grace to Nicaragua.

Not Long Ago
In the summer of 2006, “Milo” (Emiliano) was eighteen years
of age and had begun his university studies in software engineering. Raquel had just turned sixteen. They hardly knew each other,
and marriage—let alone serving as missionaries together—was
far from their minds. That same summer, GMI missionary Chuck
Befus, three Costa Ricans (Carlos, Henry, Marvin), and I traveled
nine hours north to Nicaragua in Chuck’s van to begin investigating the possibility of doing ministry in this neighboring country.
There were so many questions: What was Nicaragua like? How
did the people and culture compare to Costa Rica? Was it really
that hot?
Aside from wanting to know more about Nicaragua itself, we
also had a lot of tactical and strategic questions. If we were going

1011 Aldon St. SW, P.O. Box 9405, Grand Rapids, MI 49509; Phone: 616-241-5666, Fax: 616-538-0599; E-mail: gmi@gracem.org
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Opp. page: First exploratory trip to Nicaragua, 2006. Left to right, Jeremy Clark, Chuck Befus, Carlos Garita, Henry Gonzalez, and guide, Lake
Nicargua in background. Top left: Emiliano leading a Bible study. Top right: Raquel teaching kids on front porch of their home in Nagarote.

to do ministry in Nicaragua, the idea would be that Costa Ricans
would send Costa Ricans to establish a long-term work there.
Who would they send? Or even, who would want to go? For most
Christian communities around the world, the idea of being a missionary to a foreign land is still foreign. That is the job of a bigger,
richer country to do. This led to another question: Who was going
to send missionaries? In a culture lacking a history and tradition
of supporting missionaries, who was going to give monthly to
sustain an individual, a family, or a team living in Nicaragua? To
complicate things, the church in Costa Rica was already investing
significant resources in constructing its own building and had
started a Bible institute earlier in the year.
In spite of all this the decision was made to forge ahead and
pursue ministry in Nicaragua. Year after year, students from
Grace Bible Institute of Costa Rica took trips to Nicaragua, surveying potential areas to establish a ministry and making contacts
with a number of Nicaraguans. In the meantime, the leadership
team in Costa Rica educated the folks there about missions and
challenged them to consider becoming missionaries themselves.
Early in this process, 2007, the leadership team in Costa Rica
sat down to develop a ten-year ministry plan. The team went year
by year setting goals for the various ministries in Costa Rica. My
notes from those meetings relative to the ministry in Nicaragua
revealed this entry next to the year, 2014, “empezar una iglesia”
or “start a church.” Emiliano was nineteen and Raquel was seventeen.
During the next few years Emiliano took classes at the Bible
Institute, graduating in 2011. Raquel spent a year in Bolivia doing
short-term mission work, returned, entered the Bible Institute,
and graduated in 2012. While they were students at the Institute,
they took a mission trip to Nicaragua together and, as they say,
the rest is history. They continued to take trips to Nicaragua,
building relationships there and enhancing their ministry skills.
They also got married.
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The Lord had provided this couple with the passion, talents,
and training to be the Costa Rican field’s first foreign missionaries. They wanted to go and the Costa Ricans wanted to send
them. During those years, from 2007 onward, the Costa Ricans
raised nearly all the funds to send their teams to Nicaragua to do
ministry and conduct survey work. In essence, they learned to
give to foreign missions. This lesson proved valuable when it came
time for Emiliano and Raquel to raise support to live and serve as
missionaries. They are Associate Missionaries with Grace Ministries
International, which means that individuals and churches in the
United States are giving along with their brothers and sisters in
Costa Rica to jointly support this couple. We give praise and
thanks to the Lord that missions is not just a North American
venture, but is becoming an international enterprise consisting of
believers from all over the world!

And Yet, Here We Are
At the end of June 2014, I traveled to Nicaragua to visit our
team, the Seravallis and Roths, and to see what the Lord was doing. Upon my arrival it had only been five months since Jeff and
Sally had moved to Nicaragua and four months since Emiliano
and Raquel had taken up residence there. I had been to the town
of Nagarote, located forty-five minutes north of the capital city
of Managua, several times over the years spending a few days at a
time with teams from Costa Rica. However, this was my first occasion to be there with a residential missionary team.
It was really quite astounding to see all the progress and the
ways in which the Lord was blessing the work. Though I am not
sure I would call the ministry in Nagarote a church quite yet, I
am also not sure I could tell you what is missing besides Sunday
school classes and taking up an offering. On Saturday nights they
have a worship service attended by more than twenty people.
Continued bottom of page 8

Continued from page 7

During the week there are youth groups, kids’ clubs, discipleship
ministries, a separate men’s and women’s ministry, and several
other meetings and opportunities for fellowship.

Pressing On, Together
This missionary team is dedicated to bringing God’s grace to
Nicaragua—a land darkened by legalism and spiritual traditions
which lead men away from Christ and toward self-glorifying
religion. We thank the Lord for these two families and we also
pray for Brett and Debby Chapman, GMI Missionary candidates
who will join them soon after they finish raising their support.
Not only do we have an international team of missionaries serving
together, we really have an international team of believers supporting the work in Nicaragua. The last week of July, I spent time
with some of the believers in Costa Rica who make up Emiliano
and Raquel’s support team. After each of the fifteen members of
the missions committee described the roles they play supporting
the Seravallis, the chairman asked me if I was pleased with what
they are doing. All I could think to tell them was that I could not
have imagined doing a better job.
The Lord is not only working to raise up individuals and
families from around the world to serve as missionaries, but He is
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also raising up national churches, which are understanding both
the importance of and their ability to send missionaries. Pray that
God will work in the hearts of men and women both in South
and Central America, the United States, and around the world to
be missionaries—we need more. Also pray that He will work in
the hearts of men and women both home and abroad to support
and send missionaries. Why? Because the work is nowhere near
complete. Paul wrote that he “should preach among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
ages has been hidden in God who created all things through
Jesus Christ” (Eph 3:8-9). Paul is long gone, but the message of
grace the Lord gave him and our charge to preach God’s Word
endures (2 Tim 4:2). If we truly believe in the unsearchable riches
of Christ, then why would we not want to share this message of
grace today, tomorrow, and for as long as we live on this earth?

Endnotes
1

Romans 15:20-33. The Apostle Paul set a goal to travel to Spain to preach
the gospel. His plan to achieve this goal was that he would be helped on his
way there by Roman believers whom he desired to see. To this end he prayed
that it would be God’s will to visit them (cf Rom 1:10-13).

What if you heard about a people group of 2.3 million that
was isolated, totally separated from the rest of society and probably never going to hear about the Gospel of the Grace of God
unless you were moved by God to pray, give, or go?
Would you listen to God’s leading, follow His will, be a part
of what He desires and bring the light of the Gospel to this dark,
neglected part of our nation?
What if two thirds of this people group, released from
incarceration, found themselves back inside again within three
years? That actually is the reality happening today in our country!
What if there were a way to lower the high rate of recidivism? There is. We have witnessed the Gospel at work, turning
repeat offenders into godly followers of Christ! Could you give, as
God might be leading as you read this, to help PMA continue to
provide (at no cost to the inmate) life-changing Bible correspondence courses that can transform souls by the power of the Gospel?
you can be part of our missionary team at PMA, to the 2.3 million unreached people, right here in our country!
What if people prayed, gave generously, and volunteered
to visit prisons, correct lessons or—by becoming PMA ambassadors—asked others at local churches in their communities to join
our team? Then, PMA would be fully funded! God will be glorified as people have opportunity to invest in His work and see the
forsaken come to faith in Christ. Lives would be transformed by
the power of the Gospel, marriages renewed, and families healed
from hurts of the past through the grace and power of God!
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Prison Mission needs additional financial partners who
will commit to invest monthly to make our budget this year. We
are in need of ten individual supporters or churches at $75 per
month, an additional six at $100, three at $150, two at $200 and
one able to give $300 per month.
We are excited about this opportunity for all of us to be
part of what God is doing in prison ministry. We have a goal to
double the number of lessons going out and double the number of
people reached with the Gospel of the Grace of God!
Will you take this need in prayer to God? Will you earnestly
seek His will in this matter, to help us in praying, giving or volunteering? We are not asking for PMA, we are asking on behalf of
our wonderful Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be co-laborers and
bring Him a harvest of souls (1 Cor 3:9)!
Gifts to PMA make an eternal impact with testimonies of
transformed lives coming in almost daily! Your monthly gift will
make a huge difference! It’s easy to donate, mail checks to PMA:
PO Box 2300, Port Orchard, WA 98366; or you can go online at
www.prisonmission.org.
We appreciate you so very much, your prayers and encouragement have been vital to our ministry as we have been
“Reaching Prisoners for Christ” since 1955.
Keep praying, working, and loving others to Christ!
— Pastor Dwight Anderson (1 Cor 15:58).
PMA Executive Director
email: dwight@prisonmission.org, or phone: 612-423-3457

We believe that Dispensationalism is a very
good and Scriptural ism, but just how shall
we define Dispensationalism?

by Charles F. Baker

From the editor:
With Grace Bible College celebrating its seventy-fifth annivesary all this
year in Truth Magazine (President Ken Kemper’s three-part series), what
better way to join in with them than by going to the Truth archives and
reprinting an article (or two) from one (or more) of the College’s past
presidents? In this case, let us share something by the founder and first
president, Charles F. Baker (1905-1994). “Dispensationalism” ran in the
Aug-Sept 1971 issue of Truth. To the best of my knowledge, this is its
only reprint. In 1971, Baker was in the process of handing over the reins
for Truth Magazine (consulting and lead editor since its inception) to
Dr. Jack Dean. Also, his 688-page masterwork, “A Dispensational Theology,” was completed and published that year. It was his culminating
effort at legitimizing Dispensationalism as Theology.
In the book’s preface he wrote: “Very few attempts have been made to
produce a work on Theology which is dispensationally oriented. A survey
of some two dozen standard works on the subject revealed the fact that
more than half of them make no reference whatsoever to the subject of
the dispensations. Most of those that do make mention of the Scriptural
expression devote only the briefest reference to the subject, and their
treatment of it is mainly from the viewpoint of Covenant Theology,
which fails completely to recognize the distinctive character of the
present dispensation, called by Paul the dispensation of the mystery, a
plan and program of God which was kept secret from all former ages and
generations (Colossians 1:26). Only one major work on Theology was
found which recognized the dispensational principle in the interpretation of Scripture.”
(Reprinted with only minor formatting revisions)
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Some people reject Dispensationalism because its very
name denominates it as an ism. Years ago Pastor O’Hair wrote
a pamphlet entitled, “Isms and Schisms.” He was dealing with
unscriptural offshoots of the Christian Church, such as
Russellism, Seventh-Day Adventism, Swedenborgiansim,
Mormonism, and the like. However, all “isms” are not necessarily bad. There are good “isms.” No doubt Presbyterians have
no objection to Presbyterianism; neither do Methodists object to
Methodism. Fundamentalists glory in Fundamentalism. Premillennialists do not hesitate to be identified with Premillennialism.
And although patriotism is almost a dirty word with part of our
modern society, most Americans still stand up for their country.
Almost every individual in the world is identified with some
kind of an ism. Think of Communism, Socialism, Americanism,
Mohammedanism, Shintoism, Taoism, Anarchism, Pragmatism,
Positivism, Atheism, Agnosticism, Individualism, Collectivism,
Republicanism, Scepticism, Catholicism. If everyone subscribes to
one or more isms, why should anyone object to Dispensationalism,
simply because it is an ism?
We believe that Dispensationalism is a very good and Scriptural ism, but just how shall we define Dispensationalism? The
word “dispensation” is very easy to define. All we need to do is to
turn to a Greek lexicon. Thayer, for example, states that the word
oikonomia (translated dispensation) means “the management of a
household or of household affairs; specifically, the management,

“Dispensationalism is a system of interpretation, a
hermeneutical principle. It is first of all a system of
literal or normal or common-sense interpretation.”
oversight, administration, of others’ property; the office of a
manager or overseer stewardship.” The word occurs eight times in
the New Testament. The other form of the word, meaning steward or administrator, occurs ten times. But there is a difference
between the meaning of a dispensation and Dispensationalism.
Louis Berkhof, for example, violently opposes Dispensationalism,
and yet contends that there are two dispensations. He states: “It
is preferable to follow the traditional lines by distinguishing just
two dispensations or administrations, namely, that of the Old,
and that of the New Testament; and to subdivide the former
into several periods or stages in the revelation of the covenant of
grace.” (p. 293). Charles Hodge was not a dispensationalist, and
yet he distinguished four dispensations in God’s dealings with
mankind.
Why is it, then, that some theologians who recognize two or
more dispensations reject Dispensationalism? There are several
reasons. The first is that such men do not understand what dispensationalists are saying. They suppose that the dispensationalist
is saying that the seven dispensations present seven different ways
of salvation. Berkhof represents the dispensationalists as saying:
“that God in mercy and compassion—and therefore seemingly
to save—gives man one chance after another to meet the ever
varying conditions, and thus to obtain eternal life by rendering
obedience unto God” (291). You will notice that Berkhof says
“seemingly to save.” Dispensationalists do not say that each dispensation presents a new way to be saved, but he apparently reads this
idea into Dispensationalism and therefore rejects it as unscriptural. This, it seems to me, is the most basic reason why certain men
reject Dispensationalism.
Other minor objections might be mentioned. Berkhof picks
up Dr. Scofield’s oft repeated definition that a dispensation is a
period of time, and thinks to overthrow the whole principle of
Dispensationalism by pointing out the fact that the word contains no time element. However, if there is only one dispensation
it must be admitted that it must take place during a period of
time. Berkhof presents another misunderstanding when he states:
“Since the dispensations do not intermingle, it follows that in
the dispensation of the law there is no revelation of the grace of
God.” To my knowledge all dispensationalists teach that there
are many principles and truths which are common to all of the
dispensations. Somewhat the same misunderstanding is evident
in Berkhof’s statement: “The fourth (dispensation) is designated
the dispensation of promise and is supposed to terminate with the
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giving of the law, but Paul says that the law did not disannul the
promise. . . . The so-called dispensation of law is replete with glorious promises. . . .” It must be admitted that many dispensational
charts give the impression that the promise ceases with the giving
of the law, but surely the expositions of dispensationalists do not
say this. But what Berkhof does not take into consideration is that
while the law dispensation is replete with glorious promises, they
are promises to Israel of an earthly Messianic kingdom and not
prophesied promises of spiritual blessings for the Body of Christ
in this dispensation. He is forced to spiritualize all of these glorious promises in order to make them fit into his non-dispenstional
scheme and to deny that they will ever be fulfilled literally upon
the people to whom God promised them.
Berkhof also objects to Dispensationalism on the ground that
it is divisive. He states: “This theory is also divisive in tendency,
dismembering the organism of Scripture with disastrous results.”
Non-dispensationalists seem to think that in order to maintain
the unity of Scripture one must find a sameness from beginning
to end, so that there is only one church and one gospel and that
everything in the Bible is for all people without distinction. Apparently these men have never heard that there is such a thing as
unity in diversity and diversity in unity. Scripture and nature are
full of illustrations of this principle. God is surely a Unity but He
is a Trinity in Unity. The Bible is one unified book, but it consists
of sixty-six books. Paul has much to say about the human body
being a unity, and yet it is composed of a diversity of members. A
flower garden is one garden, but the fact that numerous species of
flowers make up the garden does not destroy but rather enhances
its unity. The non-dispensationalist is forced to call Israel the
Body of Christ and the Body of Christ Israel. He is forced to
make the land of Canaan promised to Abraham and his seed to
be heaven. He must make the throne of David to be God’s throne.
He can find no place for a future thousand year reign of Christ
on earth, so he is forced to change this into an indefinite period
of time which is going on at present. This is much like going into
a flower garden and demanding that every flower be called a rose,
even though some are labeled daisies, petunias, marigolds, and
chrysanthemums. No, calling every flower by the same name in
no sense establishes the unity of a garden; it rather does nothing
but produce confusion and misunderstanding.
So much for objections to Dispensationalism. What then
is Dispensationalism? Dispensationalism is a system of interpretation, a hermeneutical principle. It is first of all a system of
literal or normal or common-sense interpretation. The so-called
spiritualizing or allegorizing principle of interpretation used by
non-dispesationalists opens the door to placing any meaning
upon Scripture which may come into the interpreter’s mind. If Jerusalem doesn’t mean Jeruselem, then who is the authority to tell
us what it does mean? This does not mean that Dispensationalism
does not recognize the fact that there is much figurative language
Continued on page 12

“Covenant theologians in holding to the one covenant
of grace which runs from the beginning to the end of
time make God’s purpose to concern only personal
salvation, whereas Dispensationalism sees much
more in God’s purpose than this.”
Continued from page 11

in the Bible. Our Lord’s earthly ministry was replete with parables. Paul makes an allegory out of Sarah and Hagar in Galatians.
But in all such cases the figurative language is clearly labeled. This
normal, plain, common-sense understanding of Scripture leads to
a basic distinction between the nation of Israel and the Church
which is the Body of Christ. It is safe to say that all dispensationalists recognize this basic distinction.
This same principle when applied to the prophetic Scripture
leads to the recognition that God will some day establish a literal
Kingdom upon this earth with Israel as the leading nation. This
will be brought about by the return of Jesus Christ to earth to
reign as King of kings. It is safe to say that all dispensationalists
are therefore Premillennialists. It is possible to be a Premillennialist without being a dispensationalist, but it is hardly possible
to be a dispensationalist without being a Premillennialist. It is
mainly in the area of the prophetic Scriptures that the non-dispensationalist insists upon spiritualizing the Scriptures. In areas
dealing with history and redemptive truth he too employs literal
interpretation. That is why there can be basic agreement between
dispensationalists and non-dispensationalists in these areas, and
such divergencies as Pre and Amillennialism in the prophetic area.
There are, of course, other areas of disagreement, but this is the
basic one.
Dispensationalism is a system of interpretation also which
sees variety in the purpose of God, as intimated earlier. Covenant
theologians in holding to the one covenant of grace which runs
from the beginning to the end of time make God’s purpose to
concern only personal salvation, whereas Dispensationalism sees
much more in God’s purpose than this. Perhaps another way of
stating this is that Dispensationalism recognizes the distinctions
in God’s purpose. The dispensationalist sees the differences,
whereas the non-dispensationalist fuses all distinctions into one
homogenous mass. No doubt personal savlation is a very important part of the purpose of God, but it does not exhaust that
purpose. God’s overall purpose is to glorify Himself. And He
does this in various ways. Walvoord brings out this point when
he states: “All the events of the created world are designed to
manifest the glory of God. The error of covenant theologians is
that they combine all the many facets of divine purpose in the
one objective of the fulfillment of the covenant of grace. From
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a logical standpoint this is the reductive error—the use of one
aspect of the whole as the determining element.” (The Millennial
Kingdom, p. 92).
Surely God’s purpose with the angels is not redemptive. And
He surely did not give the law for the purpose of salvation. God
has a purpose to subject the whole of creation under Christ to the
praise of His glory (Rom 8:9-23.) God’s purpose with Israel and
the nations is definitely concerned with this earth. His purpose
with the Body of Christ is definitely heavenly. Non-dispensationalists do not recognize these distinctions in the purpose of God.
Finally, though not exhaustively, Dispensationalism is based
upon the principle of progressive revelation. Progressive revelation
does not mean that God is still revealing new truths, but that
in revealing the truths contained in the Bible there was a long
process—the Bible was not handed down as a finished revelation all at once; rather it grew over many centuries until it was
completed. God has worked in different and varying ways with
mankind during Bible times and Dispensationalism takes this
fact into account. Some requirements He continues and others He
abrogates. Even Calvin, a covenant theologian who lived before
the revival of dispensational interpretation, recognized this fact.
Ryrie quotes from his “Institutes” as follows:
It is not fitting, they say, that God, always self-consistent,
should permit such a great change, disapproving afterward
what He had once commanded and commended. I reply
that God ought not to be considered changeable merely
because He accommodated diverse forms to different ages,
as He knew would be expedient for each. If a farmer sets
certain tasks for his household in the winter, other tasks
for the summer, we shall not on this account accuse him of
inconstancy, or think that he departs from the proper rule
of agriculture, which accords with the continuous order of
nature. In like manner, if a householder instructs, rules,
and guides his children one way in infancy, another way
in youth, and still another in young manhood, we shall
not on this account call him fickle and say he abandons
his purpose. Why, then, do we brand God with the mark
of inconstancy because he has with apt and fitting marks
distinguished a diversity of times. (Dispensationalism Today, p. 41).
In conclusion, Dispensationalism is simply the plain, normal,
commonsense interpretation of the Scripture. It is simply the
taking of the Bible for what it literally says. And because it is this,
and in the degree that it is successful in thus carrying out this
principle, it arrives at those truths which we denominate Dispensationalism.
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Questions, continued from page 2

The spring Leadership Conference is a valuable time for the
pastor and his wife to find spiritual refreshment and encouragement from others in ministry. It’s a great time for these couples
to connect with those who share the joys and heartaches of the
pastorate. Recognizing that many of our pastors have a limited
budget for such activities, we have established a minimal cost and
encourage churches to send their pastor and wife to the conference.

“Besides the Leadership Conference, what else does GGF offer for
pastors?”
As mentioned earlier, GGF was founded primarily as a support for pastors. We remain passionately committed to this aspect
of our ministry. Most people don’t realize the spiritual battles
and pressures that pastors face on a regular basis, and often it is
difficult or inappropriate to share these struggles with members of
the congregation. That pastor can turn to GGF for a listening ear,
encouragement, counsel, and prayer.
Also, every year GGF has the privilege of granting credentials
to men in ministry. Qualified men pass through an extensive examination process before being commissioned, licensed, and ultimately, ordained in gospel ministry. Besides receiving approbation
from the GGF, our goal in the credentialing process is to establish
mentoring relationships and a lifelong means of accountability for
the man of God as he effectively serves Christ and His Church.

“There seems to be a lot happening. Who works for GGF?”
There are many volunteers who graciously serve Christ through
the multifaceted ministry of GGF. Our National Council is comprised of seventeen men and women who love the GGF. These individuals offer guidance to ten committees and donate their time,
energy, and expertise to make our ministry effective. We thank
God for these faithful servants! Although the Council is designed
to address the ministry functions of GGF, it is also comprised
in order to have representation from every region of the United
States, plus input from Grace Bible College and Grace Ministries
International (originally, Worldwide Grace Testimony), and many
affiliated organizations—Things To Come Mission, for example.
Considering the scope of our ministry, GGF operates with a
minimal office staffing on a prudently frugal budget. It has been
my privilege since 2004 to serve full time as President of GGF,
in a ministry that allows my wife Cathy and me to have contact
with churches, pastors and their wives throughout the country.
Cindy Carmichael is our only full-time staff who capably handles
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the daily functions of the GGF office—and covers my miscues. In
addition, the past three years we have had a part-time intern who
this year is Andrew Clark, a sharp, young man who maintains our
online presence and is my go-to assistant.

“Where does GGF get the resources necessary to do its ministry?”
Unlike a denomination, which requires monthly support from
every afilliated church based upon the size of its membership, all
of the GGF ministry funds come through annual memberships
and freewill gifts from members, individuals, affiliated organizations, and churches. We are grateful to God for many friends
who have supported GGF over the years and continue to give on a
monthly basis.

“How can I be part of the GGF?”
Great question. Our mission statement says it all: Working
Together to Advance the Grace of God and Impact the World for
Christ. We do need you to work together with us in this great task
of proclaiming the gospel of the grace of God. Here are four important ways you can partner with us:
• Be actively involved in a local Grace church.
•

Pray for our ministry to GGF pastors, churches, and our
constituency. We would be happy to make available our
monthly prayer guide to introduce you to these ministries.

•

Support the GGF financially as you are able. In recent
years many of our long-time supporters have gone to be
with the Lord and others now have fixed incomes. At the
same time, ministry costs have risen. Your monthly support is greatly appreciated.

•

Share the ministry of the GGF with others through
Truth Magazine or our other resources.

If you have further questions about the GGF or our mission,
we would be glad to speak with you or provide resources to help
you and our church. On our website (www.ggfusa.org) you will
find our doctrinal statement, Bible reading plans, conference
information, a directory of churches and more; you can even
browse past issues of Truth Magazine. You can reach our office
in Michigan through email at info@ggfusa.org or by calling
(616)245-0100.

College, continued from page 5

currents. Just as daunting a challenge as the changing culture may
have been one of satisfying the College’s constituency—the loosely associated fellowship of churches unified by a unique doctrinal
position of Mid-Acts Dispensationalism (Grace Gospel Fellowship, GGF). The churches (as well as the College) have steadfastly
held to the Grace Message doctrinal position. Having pastored
four different GGF churches on the west coast, President Bruce
Kemper worked tirelessly to build the reputation of the College
in GGF churches—demonstrating its allegiance to the GGF and
its local assemblies. Working together they navigated the shoals of
modern Bible translations, music styles, women’s roles, political
views, evangelism priority, and evangelical associations. The College understands and appreciates the concern the churches have
had regarding these (and other) issues and the course the College
should “maintain.”

College administration, input from Grace pastors, and with the
leaders of Grace Gospel Fellowship has made His blessing in great
measure possible at Grace Bible College.

Dr. DeWitt recalled, in an article for Comment (August,
1996), that “other educators have at times remarked admiringly
about our singular focus (one denomination, one college), our
centrist education program (general and theological in balance),
and our varied ministry demands (foreign and American).”7 We
may conclude that God’s work through strong Board leadership,

4
Dean, Jack T. and Dale S. DeWitt, “Fifty Year History: part 3 –
1968-1980,” Comment, Is. No. 124, April, 1996.
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To Be Continued
(The 75-year history of the College has twenty more years to
be shared and celebrated in the next issue of Truth.)
Endnotes:
1
Dean, Jack T. and Dale S. DeWitt, “Fifty Year History: part 1 –
The Founding Years,” (Comment, Is. No. 122, October, 1995).
2

Ibid.

3

Dean, Jack T. and Dale S. DeWitt, “Fifty Year History: part 2 –
The Formative Years,” (Comment, Is. No. 123, January, 1996).

5

Ibid.

6

Dean, Jack T. and Dale S. DeWitt, “Fifty Year History: part 4 –
1980-1995,” (Comment, Is. No. 125, August, 1996).
7

Ibid.

by Pastor Scott Cameron Myers
Northwest Bible Church, Enumclaw, WA

Finding the Right Instructions
Within Christian circles much is made of the responsibility Christians have to fulfill the commission Jesus gave to his
followers before he left this earth; namely, to be actively involved
in “making disciples” (Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15-16; Lk 24:46-49;
Acts 1:8). This is commonly known as the “Great Commission,”
which actually was given to his twelve disciples (and the few followers that remained after His death). As those who understand
the distinctions between the ministries of Peter and Paul, Grace
believers know that Jesus’ followers fulfilled their “commission” in
declaring to Israel the truth concerning their Messiah, exhorting
them to repent from their wickedness and self-righteousness so
that God would bring in the “times of refreshing” (Acts 3:19). The
leaders of Israel, however, continued in their stubborn rejection
of their Messiah, resisting the testimony of the Holy Spirit as
certainly as their fathers before them (Acts 7:51), and they stumbled at the stumblingstone (i.e. Jesus Christ; Rom 9:32). Israel to
this day is blinded in part and cannot at the moment fulfill their
prophetic destiny of being the channel of blessing for the Gentiles
(Rom 11:25). Instead, God is blessing the nations despite Israel’s
disbelief through the plan He kept secret from before the world
began (the mystery; Eph 3:3-9) revealed to and made known by
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his handpicked apostle to the Gentiles… and we are the fruit of that
“commission.” What the Lord Jesus began with the apostle Paul,
he continues to work out today through the Church, the Body of
Christ, those who have received the “Grace Commission”:
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have
died; and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake
died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we regard
no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus
no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that
is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that

“The greatest need in every generation is for those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior to actively be involved in sharing the good news that they themselves have
received. But are we failing at that calling?”

in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor
5:14-21, ESV, emphasis mine).

Following the Instructions
So, are we fulfilling our commission? Are we actively seeking
those who are “far away” from the Lord (Acts 22:21; Eph 2:13, 17),
those who the Lord desires to “be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tm 2:4)? As redeemed members of his Body,
our hearts should be as consumed as Paul’s with the same desire
that is our Lord and Savior’s desire. If Christ would be willing
to set aside the glories of heaven to become a man, to love us
so much as to willingly become sin for us and die in our place
(Phil 2:5-8; 2 Cor 5:21), should not we, his ambassadors, have
that same willingness to those still “far away?”
I applaud the missionary efforts of so many who have and do
take the message of reconciliation around the world, and to those
who sacrifice to support such efforts. . . . But what about those in
our own families, in our neighborhoods, in our schools; those
who work alongside us that are still “far away” from the Lord?
Who will reach them?
The greatest need in every generation is for those who have
trusted in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior to actively be
involved in sharing the good news that they themselves have
received. But are we failing at that calling? “A wise man expressed
much wisdom and passion, summarizing what the Christian
church needs to hear. He said, ‘Any religion that does not consider itself valuable enough to share with nonbelievers is fated to
crumble from within.’ Was this statement made by a great Christian? an evangelist? maybe Billy Graham? Was this a warning to
Christians? No, the statement was made by Yosef Abramowitz, a
Jew, in an article, ‘Taking on the Southern Baptists,’ in his warning to fellow Jews. Southern Baptists at an annual convention had
voted to dedicate a year to the evangelization of Jewish people. He
also said, ‘If Jews shrink from the task of proselytizing, it might
send a signal that Judaism isn’t worth spreading to others.’”1
When applied to ourselves, that is a sobering warning to
Christians everywhere. Are believers unconsciously telling a lost
world that Christianity is not worth spreading, that the gospel of
Jesus Christ is not the answer they are looking for? In the Amer-
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ican Religious Identification Survey - 2001, more than twenty-nine million Americans said they had no religion—more than
double the number in 1990. I think it is safe to assume that in the
past twelve-plus years that number has increased once again. And
yet, a recent Barna research poll states that forty-eight percent of
Americans are searching for the meaning and purpose of life.2
If it is true that almost half of Americans are searching, that
well over thirty million Americans have no religious affiliation
whatsoever, why are we looking beyond our own borders to find
those desperately lost and “far away” from the Lord? They are outside our front door! The question is no longer, where are they. The
question is, what will you do about it. Several experts suggest that
ninety-five to ninety-seven percent of American Christians do
not share their faith with others in a given year. Now before you
dismiss that statistic, be honest enough to ask yourself how many
times this year have you sat down with someone and showed them
from the Bible the basics of the gospel, then asked them if they
wanted to trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior?

Problem Solving
Let me suggest a simple two-pronged approach to solving this
dilemma: 1) We must become “Incarnational” in our witness, and
2) we must clarify “Informational” witness.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). As Christ Jesus came and pitched
his tent among us and lived among us, we must do the same. It
is not enough to be missional (i.e. being willing to go to those
“far away”), but we must be willing to be incarnational (i.e. being
willing to stay among those “far away”). Incarnational is the example of Paul who lived among those he sought to evangelize,
“ready to share with [them] not only the gospel of God but
also our own selves, because [they] had become very dear to
us” (1 Thes 2:8). As Christ’s love is poured out in our hearts
(Rom 5:5) for those who have not trusted Him, we pray for them,
we willingly serve their needs, we sacrifice ourselves for them, we
become extraordinarily attentive to them with our ears, our eyes
and our hearts, seeking to demonstrate Christ’s love to them. For
the doing of service (Eph 4:12), we actively seek to “speak the
See Commission, continued on page 20

by Ed Jeude
A friend of mine, a professing Christian, has many acquaintances who live in fear of committing a sin for which they think
the Bible says there is no forgiveness. They refer to it as the
unpardonable sin based upon a truth Christ stated: “Therefore
I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people,
but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. Whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him;
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come” (Mt 12:31-32; cf
Mk 3:28, Lk 12:10). First of all, they’re right, the sin is unpardonable. However, they have nothing to fear because the text
quoted here does not apply to them. The reason is dispensational. More on this later.
God cannot and does not change (Mal 3:6), but the way He
deals with humanity can and does change from time to time.
The way God has dealt with Israel clearly substantiates this fact,
easily verified after looking no further than the first two verses
of the book of Hebrews. The author of Hebrews informed his
audience that God was changing His dealings with the nation
of Israel—from times past in many ways through the prophets,
to these last days (1st century. . .) through Jesus Christ. For a
more nuanced and detailed understanding of God’s changing
interactions with all of mankind one should use a dispensational approach in studying the entire canon of the Scriptures.

Page 18

Such a student of the Bible will discover that God has set in
play different “house rules” for several dispensations (or ages), also
called economies, or administrations (e.g. Eph 1:10; 3:2; 3:5). We
know from our own experience in America that when a new president assumes office, he goes about establishing his administration.
We see this in the form of sometimes very significant changes in
the way we are governed through new laws and regulations, which
may refine existing rule, dismiss it entirely, or add to it. We can
identify mediators or stewards in the Bible, selected by God, to
be the administrators of His dispensations (e.g. Moses administered the Law—Old Testament; Christ is the testator of the New
Testament; and the Gospel of the Grace of God was given to the
Apostle Paul). A biblical example of a rule being added or modified would be Jewish dietary restrictions. Jews were instructed for
a period that meats were unclean, and then for another period
that certain meats were clean. That’s a change in a dispensational
“house rule.” Almost every “so called” contradiction we might
come across in practice—with respect to commands, exhortations, admonishments; works, grace, faith; etc., can be explained
as a misapplication of instructions (“house rules”), having not
appreciated a modification to an existing “house rule” or the
initiation by God of an entirely new administration. Scofield, in
his study Bible introduction, quotes Augustine as having said,
“Distinguish the ages [dispensations], and the Scriptures harmonize.” For another simplest of examples, yet one easily overlooked,
consider a change that has tremendous implications for us today
and involves the working of the Holy Spirit and our handling
of the Word of Truth. Look at the instructions given to the
little f lock—“Take no thought. . .” (Lk 12:11)—and contrast
that with our direction as members of the Body of Christ, to
“Study to show yourself approved. . .” (2 Tm 2:15). If one does
not “rightly divide” the Word of Truth, the Bible can be made to
support almost any ill-advised doctrine.
Upon leaving Egypt, God affirmed the Jews as His chosen
people and nation and brought about a dispensational change:
establishment of the Old Testament, or Law of Moses. We know
that God had a provision for Gentile redemption in His revealed
plan for humanity (God’s prophetic plan calls for a redeemed
Israel to be a channel for gentile redemption in the ages to come),
but during the Lord’s earthly ministry, the “house rules” were,
“Do not go in the way of the Gentiles. . . but rather go to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt 10:5,6). When addressed by a
Syrophoenecian woman (Gentile), The Lord Jesus said, “I was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt 15:24). At that
time, God was intending Israel’s redemption through His enactment of their New Covenant (a dispensational change) and by
still dealing exclusively with Israel as a nation. Gentiles were addressed only as they interfaced with His chosen people. Paul later
affirms that “Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision. . . to
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confirm the promises made to the [Hebrew] fathers. And that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. . .” (Rom 15:8-10).
Leviticus chapter 4 addresses remedies for sins of ignorance, whether an entire congregation or individual. On the
Cross, Jesus—as both priest and sacrifice, was invoking an Old
Testament or Law “house rule” for a sin of ignorance, praying
“Father, forgive them [Israel’s involvement in the crucifixion]; for
they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34; emphasis added). God
answered that prayer and the book of Acts records that the Holy
Spirit continued to deal with Israel as a nation, with God still offering them their Kingdom until the end of Acts. A pivotal Acts
chapter seven is the record of Stephen, filled with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 6:15; 7:55)—obvious to all of the Council, giving an
abridged yet thoroughly damning history of Israel from Abraham
up to that present time: replete with disobedience and failure.
Now, recalling the first paragraph of this article, Stephen
prayed that the Lord would not lay this sin to their charge—not
as a sin of ignorance in accordance with Leviticus chapter 4 as
some might suggest, but more likely pleading that God show the
nation mercy with respect to a New Testament or Kingdom “house
rule” in effect as part of their proffered Kingdom—namely, it
shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit. This sin was not forgiven.
The stoning of Stephen by the entire congregation sealed the fate
of national Israel.
After AD 70, they were scattered, and could no longer be
called a nation and, more to the point, not even function as one.
This scattering did not invalidate any promises or prophesies
that God had already pledged, because God is faithful and will
one day for the sake of the patriarchs keep the covenants made
with them. God will deal with Israel as a nation once again,
and it will be just as we read from Christ’s earthly ministry and
elsewhere in Scripture: He will take the nation from the leaders
and give it to the little flock, true Israel, a nation from within the
nation (Lk 12:32; Rom 10:19-20; Is 65:1; Ez 36:24-28; Hos
2:14-23; 1 Pt 2:9-10). God will accomplish this with the prophesied Tribulation and Millennial Kingdom. As for national Israel,
adulturous Israel, they did and will again be guilty of committing
the “unpardonable sin,” a “house rule” in accordance with their
New Testament as mediated by Jesus Christ.

(All Scripture NASB unless otherwise noted)

Commission, continued from page 17

truth in love” (Eph 4:15), never allowing
any kind of corrupting talk to come out of
our mouths (Eph 4:29) that would invalidate the gospel of grace.
And once engaged in the doing of
service, we speak! Too often Christians
shrink back from divine opportunities
because they feel unprepared to share the
truth. We must not wait for opportunity
to present itself in order to prepare, we
must prepare now so that when opportunity arrives we are ready to step in and
provide the necessary Word of Truth (i.e.
being an “informational” witness) whereby
the Spirit of God can convict, convince,
and confirm the ones once “far away.”
There are many methods that can
be used for the sharing of the Truth (e.g.
“Sharing Jesus without Fear,” by Bill Fay).
The point is not which method is the best;
the point is choosing an informational
method and using it when given an opportunity.
As those who have been entrusted with
the “Grace Commission,” the ministry of
reconciliation for this Age of Grace, may
you be counted among the few who “walk
worthy” of our calling as Christ’s ambassadors, “being fruitful in every good work”
(Eph 4:1; 1 Thes 2:12; Col 1:10), living
“incarnationally” before a watching world.
And may you always be ready to “gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them
repentance leading them to a knowledge of
the truth” (2 Tm. 2:25, NLT).

Seeking New Editor
After nearly eighteen years as editor of Truth,
Phil Cereghino has informed GGF that he
would like to step down and allow somebody
else an opportunity to serve our constituency through this important ministry. The
prospective candidate should have a working
knowledge of GGF and love sharing the gospel
of the grace of God as revealed to the Apostle
Paul. He or she should enjoy working with
like-minded individuals and either live in
the greater Michagan region or be willing to
travel to Grand Rapids at least twice a year to
participate on, and be a part of, the National Council (proximity to Grand Rapids is
not a necessity—Phil has done the job from
Jacksonville, FL; also, virtual commuting via
video conferencing is acceptable from time to
time).
Close collaboration with writers for the magazine is a must. A sound background in writing
and editorial skills would be a plus. The right
candidate would have or be willing to develop
a knowledge base in editorial standards as set
forth by “The Chicago Manual of Style” or a
similar guide for writers, editors, and publishers. He or she will have proficiency in tabloid
layout or be willing to learn. Knowing Adobe’s
Creative Suite 6 Design Standard, especially
InDesign and Photo Shop, is practically a
must; having a creative talent for graphics

Endnotes:
1

Will McRaney, “The Art of Personal Evangelism” (Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing
Group, 2003), 2-3.
2
Barna Research, On Mission, March-April
2011, 11.

Region 2: Southwest
Chuck Williams

Grace Bible Church in Anaheim, CA
launched a youth group. Their first meeting
was August 25, with Jake Slimmer as the new
Youth Leader. Jake is very much into the Grace
message and takes great pleasure in passing
it on to the young people. A recent Monday
(one of the 100 plus degree days of the year
for Anaheim) brought the kids out for water
Page 20

development will be required as well; producing an end product in an Adobe pdf (print
quality) product for electronic delivery to a
printing company is a critical skill. These can
all be basic level in ability and developed while
on the job.
The right candidate will be able to work
approximately forty to fifty hours per quarter
in order to gather material from Truth columnists, writers, pastors, and regional representatives by email correspondence; to research
Truth archives; to design and coordinate
graphics; and to compile and manage the copy
for a twenty-four page tabloid issue.
This is strictly a volunteer position with
GGF. Job satisfaction, working with other
dedicated individuals, growing in grace and
personal knowledge of our great God are all
included.

balloon fights which they thoroughly enjoyed.
Earlier in August, when Pastor Phillip was
on vacation, Pastor Peter Nguyen of the Vietnamese congregation that meets at the church
filled in. It was his first sermon in the English
language and he did very well.
The Region 2 annual business meeting was
held at Anaheim, October 17 and 18. We had
representatives from all the churches in the
region. Coming up October 25, Grace Bible
Anaheim will host its 6th annual Cultural
Dinner. This is a great event that serves dishes
from seven different countries with ample opportunity to enjoy each others cultures. Live
music will be played during the dinner. We are
expecting a good turnout again this year!

Region 3: West
Steve Blackwell

Denver Bible Church (Arvada, CO; Pastor
Bob Enyart) has started a new adult Sunday
School class, Introduction to Dispensational
Theology, in addition to our Pauline-based
verse-by-verse study through the whole Bible.
Also, we’ve begun airing a weekly dispensational Bible study, called Theology Thursday,
on Colorado’s most powerful radio station.
Harvest Fellowship (Brighton, CO; Pastors
Steve Blackwell and Bob Hill) is doing well.
We have formed a leadership team (equivalent
to a deacon team) that is assisting in functional
aspects of the church. We are tackling what we
call “show stoppers” (things that new people
would not like). It’s been amazing to see the
changes that the team has made, especially
in church-wide communications. We are
seeing attendance rise as a result. Our men’s
and women’s groups are going great. We have
around 40-50 men attending four different
classes offered. We’ve adopted the “Band of
Brothers” name for our men’s group with a
military theme. PTL for restful times!

a month on Saturday mornings. There will be
a Womens’ Bible study on Saturday mornings
once a month. The book of Romans will be
continued from last spring as we continue with
Romans 6 on the second and fourth Wednesday evenings monthly.
Pastor Randy Brown and I will be preaching
through the book of 1 Corinthians on Sunday mornings and will complete it by the end
of the year. The Sunday service start time of
10:00 a.m. for June through August seemed to
improve the summer attendance. For the remainder of the year we go back to our 9:15AM
service time (a change from our later summer
schedule) with Bible Discovery Hour to follow
at 11:15AM. We will have “Grace Based Parenting” sessions and “Discovering Doctrinal
Foundations” classes for the adults with childrens’ classes as well.
A new ministry started this fall. It is the Financial Peace University DVD series, by David
Ramsey, on Sunday afternoons and another
series of sessions on Thursday evenings for nine
weeks. God has used this series in many lives
and it is our hope that many will be helped
financially as we use this tool to help families
and individuals in our community. May God
use it for evangelism as well since it is advertised through FPU and Dave Ramsey.

Region 5: Lower Midwest
Ed Jeude

Region 4: Upper Midwest
Mark Matychuk & Les Takkinen

Grace Bible Church (West Allis, WI; Pastor
Les Takkinen) recently purchased the rights to
show the movie “God’s Not Dead” and had a
showing in August with over 100 coming out.
We offered free popcorn and water to those
that desired to enjoy the movie. A good number of unsaved people attended and the congregation became excited about inviting others to
see the movie. We will have another showing
in November 2014 and February 2015. We will
pray for God to use the movie to touch hearts
and lives for His service.
Fall has us gearing up for the usual studies
and a new ministry as well. We will have Apples of Gold, with two different tracks in our
church, presented by Judy and Jerry Dalton.
The Mens’ Ministry will have a meeting once

On August 28, a meeting of GGF Region 5
“Grace” activities was held in Effingham, IL,
with nine participants, six absent with apologies. Ben Anderson, Dean Padahag, Joyce
Anderson, and Val Anderson—all of TCM,
gave reports regarding North Africa, East
Africa, and South Africa briefing us on many
of God’s activities in those regions. Next meeting is scheduled for 10:45AM, Nov 20, 2014
at Ryans in Effingham, IL. If you have a study
that you’d like to share, let Ben @ TCM (317783-0300) know so we can all hear it. Come
for the fellowship.
Steve McFarland is GGF Region 5 representative for Prison Mission Association and is setting up PMA presentations in many churches
in the region. Steve’s email is lakeshiresteve@
hotmail.com. Please contact him if you would
like more information about prison ministries
or Bible correspondence courses.
St Louis Bible Fellowship is experencing
good growth of new families. Tuesday evening
Bible study sees 20-30 regularly.
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Region 10: Central MI
John Lowder

Greetings from Grace Community Church
in Belmont, MI. We are thanking God for
His grace and truth regarding His salvation in
Christ Jesus. Our Sunday morning sermons
have centered on Jesus Christ in our culture. God has called us to proclaim His love
revealed in His sacrifice for us that we might
be saved and then serve Him for God’s glory.
We have looked at our call to be saved by grace
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then
in loving response to live out our salvation. We
are beginning to focus on the character of Jesus
Christ in our life. We pray that the presence
of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit is guiding
and strengthening you in the character of Jesus
Christ through your life.
At Frontline Bible Church in Byron Center,
MI we have been reviewing who we are as a
church to kick off the fall ministry season.
The sermons take a look in-depth at our name
and unpack our four core values: Embed the
Bible in everything; Be the Church; Care for
the Community; and Get Moving Spiritually.
We’ve been struggling with the possibility of
some very large building repairs, and doing this series keeps us focused on the main
thing—people.
We are very excited to welcome a huge new
outlet mall going in across the street from us,
Tanger Outlet Malls. This new addition will
dramatically change our little corner of the
world, and right now we are praying about how
God wants to use us to minister to our new
neighbors. Some have said maybe it’s time for
us to find a different location outside of the
developing commercial area. If God calls us to
move elsewhere, great. If not, we want to know
His will for how He wants us to be Frontline
right here.
It’s a joy to be partners with all of you in the
GGF as we spread the grace of God to a world
that desperately needs it!
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From Rick and Cindy, Cathy and Frosty,
“Have a Christmas season filled with joy, surrounded
by family and friends as you gather to remember the glad
tidings of Christ’s birth.”

